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By Jennifer H. Svan 
and Martin Egnash 

Stars and Stripes 

Air Force leaders are optimistic that 
Florida’s Tyndall Air Force Base can 
be rebuilt despite the catastrophic hur¬ 
ricane damage it sustained last week. 

Secretary of the Air Force Heather 
Wilson, Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. 

David L. Goldfein and Chief Master 
Sgt. of the Air Force Kaleth Wright 
surveyed the damage at Tyndall on 
Sunday, visiting with the 93 airmen 
who rode out the storm on the base. 

“I feel pretty good about the future 
of Tyndall,” Wright told reporters. “I 
know it will be a long, hard road but 
we have a lot of resilient airmen that 
are already putting their head down and get¬ 
ting after making it a safe place.” 

Asked to address speculation that Tyn¬ 
dall might be a total loss, Wilson said the Air 
Force was bringing in its expeditionary civil 
engineers to assess the facilities. While roads 
were cleared, the base was still without water 
and power Sunday and was not safe for air¬ 
men and their families to return, she said. 

The situation could improve in as little as 


When Hurricane Michael made landfall as 
a catastrophic Category 4 storm close to 
Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla., on Wednesday, 
the storm created significant structural 
damage to the majority of the base, top and 
above, and surrounding areas. 

Photos by Ryan CoNROY/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


two weeks, Wilson said. After the ini¬ 
tial shock wears off, “I think people 
will really start to see the future and 
not just focus on the present,” she said. 

Tyndall took a direct hit from Hur¬ 
ricane Michael on Wednesday, with 
winds from the Category 4 storm peak¬ 
ing at 129 mph on the Panama City 
base, knocking down trees and power 
lines and blowing off roofs. Wilson said 
no injuries were reported on base. 

Air Force officials have confirmed 
that some F-22 Raptor jets in main¬ 
tenance remained at Tyndall dur¬ 
ing the storm and sustained damage, 
though the full extent was still being 
determined. 

Tyndall hosts about 55 Raptors. The 
New York Times reported that the Air 
Force sent at least 33 of the jets to Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, ahead of the 
storm. 

The jets that remained were intact and 
looked better than expected, given the dam¬ 
age to the hangars, the three leaders said in a 
joint statement posted on the Air Force Face- 
book page late Sunday. 

SEE TYNDALL ON PAGE 4 


Trump: Putin 
‘probably’ has 
involvement in 
assassinations 

By Felicia Sonmez 

The Washington Post 

President Donald Trump said 
he believes that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin “probably” has 
been involved in assassinations 
and poisonings, but he appeared 
to dismiss the gravity of those 
actions, noting that they have not 
taken place in the U.S. 

“Probably he is, yeah. Prob¬ 
ably,” Trump told CBS’ Lesley 
Stahl when asked during an in¬ 
terview on “60 Minutes” whether 
he thinks Putin is involved “in as¬ 
sassinations, in poisonings.” 

“But I rely on them; it’s not in 
our country,” Trump added. 

A long line of Russian dissi¬ 
dents, journalists and others crit¬ 
ical of Putin have been poisoned 
or died under mysterious circum¬ 
stances. In one of the most recent 
cases, Sergei Skripal, a former 
Russian spy, and his daughter 
were poisoned in Britain, and 
Russian operatives are suspected. 
Russia denies any involvement in 
the attack. 

Trump’s remarks echoed re¬ 
cent comments he made about 
Washington Post columnist 
Jamal Khashoggi, who is missing. 
Trump has vowed “severe pun¬ 
ishment” for Saudi Arabia if the 
U.S. determines that Saudi agents 
killed Khashoggi, but he also has 
noted that the columnist’s disap¬ 
pearance “took place in Turkey, 
and to the best of our knowledge, 
Khashoggi is not a United States 
citizen.” 

Trump acknowledged that Rus¬ 
sia interfered in the 2016 presi¬ 
dential campaign, but he sought 
to blame other countries, as well. 

“They meddled. But I think 
China meddled, too,” he said. 

SEE TRUMP ON PAGE 7 
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Air Force activates Special 
Warfare Training Wing 



Battlefield Airmen Preparatory Course candidates participate in pool 
exercises in April at Joint Base San Antonio, Texas. 


By James Bolinger 

Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force has established 
a new headquarters organiza¬ 
tion aimed at meeting combatant 
commanders’ growing needs for 
special operations airmen, Col. 
James Hughes, the wing’s com¬ 
mander, told Stars and Stripes in 
a telephone interview Friday. 

The Special Warfare Training 
Wing was activated Wednesday at 
Joint Base San Antonio, Texas, ac¬ 
cording to an Air Force statement 
issued Wednesday. Comprising 
approximately 135 airmen, the 
wing has assumed command of 


the Battlefield Airman Training 
Group, which was activated in 
June 2016 and recently was re¬ 
designated as the Special War¬ 
fare Training Group. 

The new wing’s primary mis¬ 
sion is to free training group 
personnel from higher level ad¬ 
ministrative tasks so they can 
focus on preparing the next gen¬ 
eration of special operations air¬ 
men, Hughes said. 

Strategic planning, personnel 
management and communica¬ 
tion with higher headquarters 
are ways the wing can take the 
burden off the instructor cadre, 
who need to focus on attention to 


detail and their own training re¬ 
quirements to ensure a safe and 
effective training environment, 
he added. 

There are seven special op¬ 
erations career fields in the Air 
Force: pararescue, combat rescue 
officer, combat control, special 
tactics officer, special operations 
weather team, tactical air control 
party and nonrated air liaison 
officer. 

The SWTW also assumed con¬ 
trol of the BATG’s umbrella mis¬ 
sion of ensuring future battlefield 
airmen have a guiding hand that 
stretches from recruitment to 
their arrival in the operational 


Air Force, Special Warfare Re¬ 
cruiting Squadron commander 
Maj. Heath Kerns said in a tele¬ 
phone interview Friday. 

“For all intents and purposes, 
we are tied [to new recruits] at 


the hip,” Hughes said. “It ensures 
we are getting the right type of 
folks in the door and getting them 
to their unit.” 

bolinger.james@stripes.com 
Twitter: @bolingerj2004 


US military restricts base access for S. Koreans in Japan 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The U.S. 
military has ordered extra scrutiny for 
South Koreans who want to visit friends or 
attend events on American bases in Japan. 

U.S. Forces Japan recently added the 
longtime American ally to a list of nations 
whose citizens must undergo additional 
screening before they can be escorted onto 
installations. 

A copy of the list posted near the entrance 
to the home of USFJ in western Tokyo now 
features South Korea alongside about 
50 other nations, including North Korea, 
China, Russia, Iran and Afghanistan. 

“No personnel will escort a designated 
third country national onto Yokota Air 


Base,” says a sign posted next to the list, 
which also includes France. “It is the re¬ 
sponsibility of the escort sponsor to verify 
the individual is not from one of the ... des¬ 
ignated countries.” 

USFJ did not provide a reason for the 
new checks on South Koreans. 

People from designated third countries 
aren’t authorized to enter U.S. bases in 
Japan without prior coordination of sup¬ 
porting agencies and approval by the in¬ 
stallation commander, said Air Force Mqj. 
Genieve White, a USFJ spokeswoman. 

Each request is looked at on a case-by- 
case basis and requires written, detailed 
information of potential guests to ad¬ 
equately coordinate the request, she said, 
referring to a past Air Force instruction. 

“We are not banning anyone,” White 


added. “This instruction does not apply to 
immediate family members of a sponsor 
or a sponsor’s spouse that are citizens of a 
designated third country.” 

Screening requirements vary depending 
on the individual and the purpose of their 
visit, White said. She recommended that 
sponsors contact security forces 30 days 
ahead of a planned visit by someone from 
one of the designated countries. 

Japanese citizens carrying passports 
can be escorted onto U.S. bases in South 
Korea without additional checks, accord¬ 
ing to officials at Osan Air Base, home of 
the 51st Fighter Wing south of Seoul. 

It had been common for South Koreans 
in Japan to visit friends and relatives mar¬ 
ried to U.S. servicemembers who live in 
on-base housing. 


Sunha Park, a South Korean housewife 
living near Yokota, said she was turned 
away after trying to visit friends at the 
base last week. 

“I was so surprised,” she said. “A month 
ago, I could be on base right after just tak¬ 
ing a photo.” 

Park said she and her friends have been 
regular guests in American homes and at 
Yokota’s chapel. 

“I don’t feel good,” she said of the change. 
“It seems that we’re treated like criminals. 
Such an action makes me think, ‘Have I 
done something wrong? Has our country’s 
people done something wrong?”’ 

Stars and Stripes correspondent Yoo Kyong Chang 
contributed to this report from Seoul. 
robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Mattis back in Vietnam to counter China 



AP 


Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis, left, listens during talks with Vietnamese Communist 
Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong in Hanoi in January. Mattis will return 
Tuesday. 


By Robert Burns 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — By making a rare 
second trip this year to Vietnam, Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis is signaling how 
intensively the Trump administration is 
trying to counter China’s military asser¬ 
tiveness by cozying up to smaller nations 
in the region that share American wari¬ 
ness about Chinese intentions. 

The visit beginning Tuesday also shows 
how far U.S.-Vietnamese relations have ad¬ 
vanced since the Vietnam War. 

Mattis, a retired general who entered the 
Marine Corps during Vietnam but did not 
serve there, visited Hanoi in January. By 
coincidence, that stop came just days before 
the 50th anniversary of the Tet Offensive in 
1968. Tet was a turning point when North 
Vietnamese fighters attacked an array 
of key objectives in the South, surprising 
Washington and feeding anti-war sentiment 
even though the North’s offensive turned 
out to be a tactical military failure. 

Three months after the Mattis visit, a 
U.S. Navy aircraft carrier, the USS Carl 
Vinson, made a port call at Da Nang. It 
was the first such visit since the war and 
a reminder to China that the U.S. is intent 
on strengthening partnerships in the re¬ 
gion as a counterweight to China’s growing 
military might. 

The most vivid expression of Chinese 
assertiveness is its transformation of con¬ 
tested islets and other features in the South 
China Sea into strategic military outposts. 
The Trump administration has sharply 
criticized China for deploying surface-to- 
air missiles and other weapons on some 
of those outposts. In June, Mattis said the 
placement of those weapons is “tied di¬ 
rectly to military use for the purposes of 
intimidation and coercion.” 


This time Mattis is visiting Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam’s most populous city and its 
economic center. Known as Saigon during 
the period before the communists took over 
the Republic of South Vietnam in 1975, the 
city was renamed for the man who led the 
Vietnamese nationalist movement. 

Mattis also plans to visit a Vietnamese 
air base, Bien Hoa, a mqjor air station for 
American forces during the war, and meet 
with the defense minister, Ngo Xuan Lich. 


The visit comes amid a leadership tran¬ 
sition after the death in September of Viet¬ 
nam’s president, Tran Dai Quang. Earlier 
this month, Vietnam’s ruling Communist 
Party nominated its general secretary, 
Nguyen Phu Trong, for the additional post 
of president. He is expected to be approved 
by the National Assembly. 

Although Vietnam has become a com¬ 
mon destination for American secretaries 
of defense, two visits in one year is unusu¬ 


al, and Ho Chi Minh City is rarely on the 
itinerary. The last Pentagon chief to visit 
Ho Chi Minh City was William Cohen in 
2000; he was the first U.S. defense secre¬ 
tary to visit Vietnam since the war. Formal 
diplomatic relations were restored in 1995, 
and the U.S. lifted its war-era arms em¬ 
bargo in 2016. 

The Mattis trip originally was to include 
a visit to Beijing, but that stop was can¬ 
celed amid rising tensions over trade and 
defense issues. China recently rejected a 
request for a Hong Kong port visit by an 
American warship, and last summer Mat¬ 
tis disinvited China from a major maritime 
exercise in the Pacific. 

China in September scrapped a Penta¬ 
gon visit by its navy chief and demanded 
that Washington cancel an arms sale to 
Taiwan. Those tensions have served to ac¬ 
centuate the potential for a stronger U.S. 
partnership with Vietnam. 

Josh Kurlantzick, a senior fellow and 
Asia specialist at the Council on Foreign 
Relations, said in an interview that Viet¬ 
nam in recent years has shifted from a 
foreign and defense policy that carefully 
balanced relations with China and the 
United States to one that shades in the di¬ 
rection of Washington. 

“I do see Vietnam very much aligned 
with some of (President Donald) Trump’s 
policies,” he said, referring to what the ad¬ 
ministration calls its “free and open Indo- 
Pacific strategy.” It emphasizes ensuring 
all countries in the region are free from 
coercion and keeping sea lanes, especially 
the contested South China Sea, open for in¬ 
ternational trade. 

“Vietnam, leaving aside Singapore, is 
the country the most skeptical of China’s 
Southeast Asia policy and makes the most 
natural partner for the U.S.,” Kurlantzick 
said. 


US eyes military bases for coal, gas exports to Asia 


Associated Press 

BILLINGS, Mont. — The 
Trump administration is consid¬ 
ering using West Coast military 
bases or other federal properties 
as transit points for shipments 
of U.S. coal and natural gas to 
Asia as officials seek to bolster 
the domestic energy industry 
and circumvent environmental 
opposition to fossil fuel exports, 
according to Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke and two Republican 
lawmakers. 

The proposal would advance 
the administration’s agenda of 
establishing American “energy 
dominance” on the world stage 
and underscores a willingness to 
intervene in markets to make that 
happen. It’s tantamount to an end- 
run around West Coast officials 
who have rejected private-sector 
efforts to build new coal ports in 
their states. 

In an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press, Zinke cast the 
proposal as a matter of national 
security to ensure allies have 
access to affordable fuels. The 
administration also has cited na¬ 
tional security as justification 
for keeping coal-burning power 
plants online to prevent disrup¬ 
tions of electricity supplies. 

It’s unclear which sites are 
under consideration other than 
one in Alaska. Experts said the 
possibilities are constrained by 


the need for a deep water port. 

Zinke said the administration 
is interested in partnering with 
private entities to ship coal or liq¬ 
uefied natural gas through naval 
installations or other federal fa¬ 
cilities. He added it’s still early in 
the process. 

“I respect the state of Washing¬ 
ton and Oregon and California,” 
Zinke said. “But also, it’s in our 
interest for national security and 
our allies to make sure that they 
have access to affordable energy 
commodities.” 

Accomplishing that, he said, 
may require the use of “some 
of our naval facilities, some of 
our federal facilities on the West 
Coast.” 

Zinke specified only one site 
that could serve as an export 
hub, for natural gas: the former 
Adak Naval Air Facility in Alas¬ 
ka’s Aleutian Islands, which he 
suggested could receive fuel by 
barge from the North Slope. The 
base closed in 1997 and has been 
largely abandoned. 

Roughly 300 people live in the 
town of Adak, the westernmost 
community in the U.S. Zinke did 
not reveal government properties 
that could serve as coal ports. 

Exports have been held up as 
a lifeline for struggling domestic 
coal miners since demand for the 
fuel started to wane a decade ago, 
when many power plants switched 
to cheaper, cleaner fuels. The 



Matthew Brown/AP 


Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke 
says the U.S. is considering 
using military bases for 
shipments of coal and natural 
gas to buyers in Asia. 

West Coast offers the most eco¬ 
nomical route for shipments to 
Asia because of its relative prox¬ 
imity to the largest coal-produc¬ 
ing region in the U.S.: the Powder 
River Basin, which straddles the 
Montana-Wyoming border. 

Any export site would need ac¬ 
cess to deep waters to accommo¬ 
date large ships and enough land 
to store fuel awaiting shipment. 
Few such locations can be found 
on the West Coast, said Joe Aldi- 
na, a coal industry analyst with 
S&P Global Platts Analytics. 

With the U.S. coal export mar¬ 
ket booming in recent months, 


Aldina said any new port estab¬ 
lished by the government would 
quickly fill with coal for shipment 
overseas. Yet with demand ex¬ 
pected to fall over the long term, 
particularly in Europe, the cur¬ 
rent high prices for coal are ex¬ 
pected to drop. 

Aldina expressed skepticism 
that government intervention 
could make much difference. 

“Like everything else the 
Trump administration has tried 
to do, it’s a long shot whether some 
of these things will work, and it’s 
questionable whether they will re¬ 
ally help the market,” he said, add¬ 
ing that prices and fuel quality are 
the main drivers of coal markets, 
not government policies. 

Resistance to exports — rooted 
in worries about air pollution, 
climate change and rail safety — 
and changing market conditions 
have resulted in six proposed 
coal ports in Washington and Or¬ 
egon being rejected or shelved. A 
$680 million project in Longview, 
Wash., was denied a key permit 
last year by state regulators who 
said it would cause “significant 
and unavoidable harm to the 
environment.” 

That’s brought a backlash from 
elected officials in coal-producing 
states, who have blasted Wash¬ 
ington Gov. Jay Inslee in particu¬ 
lar. They argue the rejection of 
the Longview port, sponsored by 
Utah-based Lighthouse Resourc¬ 


es, violated the commerce clause 
in the Constitution that says only 
Congress has the power to regu¬ 
late international and interstate 
trade. 

Rep. Liz Cheney, a Wyoming 
Republican, said she’s spoken 
with Zinke and U.S. Energy Sec¬ 
retary Rick Perry about using 
federal facilities to circumvent op¬ 
position to proposed ports. Prior 
to joining Trump’s Cabinet, Zinke 
was a Montana congressman and 
Perry was governor of Texas. 
Both states are among the United 
States’ top coal producers. 

Zinke said Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross also was involved in 
the proposal. Commerce Depart¬ 
ment officials said in a statement 
that the agency was working with 
the Interior and Energy depart¬ 
ments “to advance the Adminis¬ 
tration’s export agenda, and this 
is one such effort.” 

Energy Department officials 
declined to comment. 

Coal exports to Asia more than 
doubled in 2017, according to the 
Energy Information Administra¬ 
tion. The rise continued in the 
first half of 2018 with almost 23 
million tons of U.S. coal exported 
to Asian nations through June. 
South Korea, Japan and China 
were among the biggest recipi¬ 
ents. Despite those increases, 
the U.S. holds only a small share 
of the more than 1 billion tons of 
coal shipped annually by sea. 
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Trump lauds Fla. governor's 
Incredible' storm response 


President Donald Trump speaks to the media Monday with Florida 
Gov. Rick Scott, right, after arriving at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla., to 
visit areas affected by Hurricane Michael. 


By Deb Riechmann 

Associated. Press 

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. 
— President Donald Trump flew 
above the Florida Panhandle on 
Monday to see the wreckage left 
behind after Hurricane Michael 
slammed its coastal communities 
and he immediately praised Gov. 
Rick Scott for an “incredible” re¬ 
sponse to a storm that flattened 
homes and left thousands without 
electricity. 

Scott greeted Trump upon his 
arrival at Eglin Air Force Base, 
near Valparaiso. 

“The job they’ve done in Flor¬ 


ida has been incredible,” Trump 
told reporters. With Scott stand¬ 
ing alongside him, Trump said, 
“You’re a great governor.” 

Scott returned the praise, say¬ 
ing he’s gotten everything he’s 
asked for from the Federal Emer¬ 
gency Management Agency. He 
said he’s spoken with Trump “al¬ 
most every day.” 

“Every time I’ve called, he’s 
come through,” Scott said of 
Trump. 

The Florida Panhandle took 
a direct hit from Hurricane Mi¬ 
chael, which ravaged the coast¬ 
line last week with powerful, 155 
mph winds. More than 190,000 


homes and businesses in Florida 
remain without electricity, along 
with about 120,000 homes and 
businesses in Georgia. 

Trump tweeted before leaving 
the White House accompanied 
by his wife, Melania, that he will 
meet with law enforcement and 
government officials aiding the 
massive recovery effort. He said 
“maximum effort is taking place, 
everyone is working very hard. 
Worst hit in 50 years!” 

He tweeted after arriving in 
Florida that he’s “also think¬ 
ing about our GREAT Alabama 
farmers and our many friends in 
North and South Carolina today. 


We are with you!” 

Trump was also surveying 
hurricane damage in Georgia 
before returning to the White 
House later Monday. 


The death toll from Michael’s 
destructive march from Florida 
through to Virginia stood at 17, 
with one confirmed death in 
Mexico Beach, Fla. 



Tyndall: Sen. Nelson says 
fears base will close ‘unfounded 



Ryan CoNROY/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 

Debris lies Thursday next to a building damaged by Hurricane Michael at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“Damage was less than we 
feared and preliminary indica¬ 
tions are promising,” the state¬ 
ment said. 

Goldfein said Tyndall’s com¬ 
mand team had only 48 hours 
after Michael was upgraded from 
a tropical storm to a Category 4 
hurricane to get 11,000 people out 
and evacuate aircraft. 

Raptors that did leave are at 
Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Va., 
where the Air Force has main- 
tainers to work on them, Gold¬ 
fein said. The 1st Fighter Wing at 
Langley hosts about one-third of 
the Air Force’s Raptor fleet. 

Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., also 
visited Tyndall on Sunday and 
said older buildings on the base 
were demolished, while newer 
structures would need substan¬ 
tial repair and some hangars 
were damaged severely, The As¬ 
sociated Press reported. 

Such destruction of an air base 
was rivaled only by Hurricane 
Andrew, whose Category 5 winds 
battered Homestead Air Force 
Base, south of Miami, in 1992. 

The base closed and most of 
its aircraft and personnel were 
reassigned to other facilities. It 
reopened two years later as a 
smaller Air Force Reserve base. 


Nelson, who sits on the Sen¬ 
ate Armed Services Committee, 
promised that Tyndall would be 
rebuilt and said that fears that it 
would close are “unfounded,” ac¬ 
cording to the AP. 

In a letter dated Oct. 12 to Wil¬ 
son and Goldfein, Nelson, along 
with Republican Sen. Marco 
Rubio and Rep. Neal Dunn, re¬ 
quested that the Air Force, as it 
conducts damage assessments, 
provide the funding and support 
needed to repair infrastructure, 
to restore operations and to pro¬ 
vide for airmen, civilians and 
their families. 

Some of the support for about 
3,000 airmen and families who 
live on or near the base could 
come more immediately from 
other military families and spous¬ 
es pitching in to help. 

Kelsie Perez, an Air Force 
spouse at Osan Air Base in South 
Korea and the administrator 
for the base Facebook group for 
spouses, told Stars and Stripes 
that multiple groups are helping 
out to relieve some of the financial 
stress caused by the hurricane. 

“Spouses are stepping up in 
such beautiful ways,” Perez said. 
“I’m in awe. I always hate that it 
takes a disaster to bring people 


together. But the fact that peo¬ 
ple always do come together is 
a beautiful thing. We could use 
more of that.” 

Perez said she has heard of 
spouses opening up their homes to 
airmen in need as well as offering 
to collect and deliver donations. 

Some of the organizations 
Perez and her group suggest do¬ 
nating to include the American 
Red Cross, which has a goal of 
raising $50,000 toward Hurri¬ 
cane Michael relief efforts, and 
the Air Force Enlisted Village, an 


assistance fund charity. 

The Enlisted Village aims to 
deliver about 900 boxes of items 
to Tyndall families after a mili¬ 
tary spouse created gift regis¬ 
tries at Target and Amazon.com 
for military families affected by 
the storm, according to a post on 
the group’s Facebook site. 

Perez’s group and other Air 
Force spouse groups are sending 
supplies such as plastic cutlery, 
bottled water, toys and hygiene 
items to Tyndall families. 

“Even if I didn’t know any¬ 


one at Tyndall, there are people 
and families hurting, physically, 
mentally and emotionally,” Perez 
said. “Anything we can do to help 
them, we should.” 

Those interested in assisting 
the spouses’ relief effort can join 
a local Air Force spouse Face- 
book group or visit Tyndall’s at 
www.facebook.com/TyndallSC. 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 


Northern Command Air Operations Center moves to Va. in Michael’s wake 


By James Bolinger 

Stars and Stripes 

Air security and defense for the conti¬ 
nental U.S. is being handled out of an “al¬ 
ternate location” after Hurricane Michael 
virtually destroyed Tyndall Air Force 
Base, Fla., last week. 

The Air Force Northern Command Air 
Operations Center, which sustained only 
minor damage when the Category 4 storm 
made landfall Wednesday, has been trans¬ 
formed into the “Tyndall Recovery and 
Command and Control Center,” First Air 
Force commander Lt. Gen. R. Scott Wil¬ 


liams said in a statement issued Sunday. 
The compound is now hosting the 325th 
Fighter Wing and various recovery teams. 

“As you know Team Tyndall has taken 
a devastating hit from Hurricane Michael, 
and all of our missions have been affect¬ 
ed,” he said. 

“While our operations must go uninter¬ 
rupted, our top priority is to take care of 
all personnel assigned to First Air Force 
and their families in these very challeng¬ 
ing times.” 

Williams said he does not expect First 
Air Force operations to return to Tyndall 
before the end of the year, and instead will 


consolidate its Air Forces Northern and 
North American Aerospace Defense Com¬ 
mand missions at Langley Air Force Base, 
Va. 

Air Force Gen. Joseph Lengyel, chief of 
the National Guard Bureau, told reporters 
Friday that 100 percent of Tyndall hous¬ 
ing was uninhabitable and that the re¬ 
gion would require assistance for several 
weeks. 

“It is currently unsafe for [families] to 
enter Tyndall AFB premises but we are 
moving as fast as possible to allow access,” 
he said in Sunday’s statement. “We are 
working with the 325 FW to allow families 


to return and take care of their personal 
belongings and their homes.” 

Cleanup efforts began Friday, when an 
engineering unit arrived at Tyndall from 
Hurlburt Field, some 80 miles west of Pan¬ 
ama City. The squadron was outfitted with 
heavy construction equipment. 

Air Force special operators, also from 
Hurlburt, were able to open Tyndall’s 
airfield late Thursday to allow aircraft to 
deliver needed supplies to the area, an Air 
Force spokeswoman said Friday. 

bolinger.james@stripes.com 
Twitter: @bolingerj2004 
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People walk amid destruction on the main street of Mexico Beach, Fla., last week in the aftermath of Hurricane Michael. 

Storm bares Panhandle's weaker building codes 



By Gary Fineout 

Associated Press 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Unlike in South 
Florida, homes in the state’s Panhandle did 
not have tighter building codes until just 
11 years ago. It was once argued that acres 
of forests would provide the region with a 
natural barrier against the savage winds of 
a hurricane. 

Many of those structures did not with¬ 
stand the fury of Hurricane Michael, which 
slammed into the area last week with winds 
of up to 155 mph, leaving acres of flattened 
houses and other buildings in its wake be¬ 
fore roaring across the Georgia border 
inland. 

“We’re learning painfully that we 
shouldn’t be doing those kinds of exemp¬ 
tions,” said Don Brown, a former legislator 
from the Panhandle who now sits on the 
Florida Building Commission. “We are vul¬ 
nerable as any other part of the state. There 
was this whole notion that the trees were 
going to help us, take the wind out of the 
storm. Those trees become projectiles and 
flying objects.” 

Hurricane Andrew a generation ago 
razed Florida’s most populated areas with 
winds up to 165 mph, damaging or blowing 
apart more than 125,000 homes and oblit¬ 
erating almost all mobile homes in its path. 
The acres of flattened homes showed how 
contractors cut corners amid the patchwork 
of codes Florida had at the time. For exam¬ 
ple, flimsy particle board was used under 
roofs instead of sturdier plywood, and sta¬ 
ples were used instead of roofing nails. 

Since 2001, structures statewide must 
be built to withstand winds of 111 mph and 
up; the Miami area is considered a “high- 
velocity hurricane zone” with much higher 
standards, requiring many structures to 
withstand winds in excess of 170 mph. 

Though Michael’s winds were particu¬ 
larly fierce, any boost in the level of safety 
requirements for builders could help homes 
better withstand hurricanes. 

Tom Lee, a homebuilder and legislator, 
said past hurricanes have shown time and 
time again that the stricter codes help. He 


said after such previous storms, he could 
see during flyovers which homes were built 
before the new code. 

“The structural integrity of our housing 
stock is leaps and bounds beyond what it 
was,” Lee said. 


The codes call for shatterproof win¬ 
dows, fortified roofs and reinforced con¬ 
crete pillars, among other specifications. 
But it wasn’t until 2007 that homes built 
in the Panhandle more than a mile from 
shore were required to follow the higher 


standards. Hurricane Michael pummeled 
the region with devastating winds from 
the sea all the way into Georgia, destroy¬ 
ing buildings more than 70 miles from the 
shoreline. 

Gov. Rick Scott said it may be time for 
Florida to boost its standards — considered 
the toughest in the nation — even further. 

“After every event, you always go back 
and look at what you can do better,” Scott 
said. “After Andrew, the codes changed 
dramatically in our state. Every time some¬ 
thing like this happens, you have to say to 
yourself, ‘Is there something we can do 
better?”’ 

Mexico Beach, the Gulf Coast town de¬ 
stroyed by Michael, lacked a lot of new or 
retrofitted construction, said Craig Fugate, 
the former director of the Federal Emer¬ 
gency Management Agency and a former 
emergency management chief for the state 
of Florida. The small seaside community 
had a lot of older mobile homes and low-in¬ 
come, year-round residents working in the 
commercial fishing and service industries. 

“Quiet, idyllic, what I call ‘Old Florida,”’ 
Fugate said. “This is not a bunch of high- 
rises or brand-new developments.” 

Bill Herrle, who owned a house near the 
shoreline in Mexico Beach until it was de¬ 
stroyed by the storm, said he wasn’t sure 
it made a difference when the homes there 
were built. He said the storm took out his 
house, built in the mid-’80s, as well as newer 
buildings put up recently. 

“It wiped out both the older and newer 
homes. It looks like my entire street is 
razed,” said Herrle, who was not in Mexico 
Beach during the storm. 

David Prevatt, an associate professor of 
civil and coastal engineering at the Univer¬ 
sity of Florida, is preparing to lead a team to 
assess the damage. He said engineers will 
be asking how old the destroyed and dam¬ 
aged buildings were and under what ver¬ 
sion of the Florida building codes they were 
built. They also will be looking at the differ¬ 
ences between the structures that survived 
and those that did not. 
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DOD: 80 percent 
of F-35 fleet has 
returned to flying 



MARCo/Kaiser Health News 


Daniel says he 
received no details 
about how the low-risk 
pregnancy of his wife, 
Rebekah, above, a 
healthy, 33-year-old 
labor and delivery 
nurse at Naval Hospital 
Bremerton, Wash., 
ended in tragedy. 


Walter Daniel, who served in the Coast Guard, has been raising daughter 
Victoria as a single dad for four years. After his wife, Navy Lt. Rebekah Daniel, 
died soon after she gave birth in 2014, he filed a lawsuit but it was dismissed. 

Widower takes ban on military 
injury claims to Supreme Court 


By JoNel Aleccia 

Kaiser Health News 

More than four years after 
Navy Lt. Rebekah Daniel bled to 
death within hours of childbirth 
at a Washington state military 
hospital, her husband still doesn’t 
know exactly how — or why — it 
happened. 

Walter Daniel, a former Coast 
Guard officer, demanded expla¬ 
nations from officials at the Naval 
Hospital Bremerton, where his 
wife, known as “Moani,” died on 
March 9, 2014. 

He says he got none. No results 
from a formal review of the in¬ 
cident, no details about how the 
low-risk pregnancy of a healthy 
33-year-old woman — a labor and 
delivery nurse herself — ended 
in tragedy, leaving their newborn 
daughter, Victoria, now 4, without 
a mother. 

“There was no timeline, no re¬ 
cords of what steps were taken,” 
recalled Daniel, 39, sitting in his 
Seattle lawyer’s office last month. 
“I’ve had no answers.” 

Daniel, who now lives in Dublin, 
Calif., filed a wrongful death law¬ 
suit in 2015, but it was dismissed, 
as were subsequent appeals. 

The dismissals were based not 
on the facts of the case but on 
what’s known as the Feres doc¬ 
trine, a 68-year-old federal rul¬ 
ing that bars active-duty military 
members from suing the federal 
government for injuries. 

Last week, Daniel took his 
quest for answers to the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court. Through his law¬ 
yer, he petitioned the high court 
on Thursday to amend the 1950 
ruling, creating an exception that 
would allow servicemembers to 
sue for medical malpractice the 
same way civilians can. 

The military health system, 
with 54 hospitals and 377 medical 
clinics, serves about 9.4 million 
beneficiaries, including nearly 
1.4 million active-duty members. 

“I don’t want this to happen to 
any other family,” Daniel said. 

The Supreme Court hasn’t 
considered the Feres doctrine 
in more than 30 years, since the 
1987 case U.S. v. Johnson, in 


which the justices ruled 5-4 to 
uphold the ruling. That decision 
drew a scathing dissent from Jus¬ 
tice Antonin Scalia, who declared 
the rule should be scrapped. 

“Feres (v. United States) was 
wrongly decided and heartily 
deserves the widespread, almost 
universal criticism it has re¬ 
ceived,” Scalia wrote. 

Since then, however, the court 
has refused to accept at least 
two petitions that would have al¬ 
lowed reconsideration of Feres. 
And chances are slim now. Of the 
7,000 to 8,000 cases submitted to 
the Supreme Court each term, 
only about 80 are accepted. 

But Daniel and his lawyer, An¬ 
drew Hoyal, of the Luvera law 
firm in Seattle, insist that the 
circumstances of Moani Daniel’s 
death warrant new scrutiny. 

“We thought if we’re ever going 
to take a shot at the Feres doc¬ 
trine, this is the case to do it,” 
Hoyal said. “It was clear negli¬ 
gence. It was an awful situation. 
And every civilian in the country 
would be able to bring a lawsuit 
to get accountability, except for 
members of the service. 

“She was treated differently be¬ 
cause she had lieutenant’s bars.” 

Daniel disputes the findings of 
a Navy autopsy that concluded 
Rebekah Daniel died of “natu¬ 
ral” causes possibly linked to an 
amniotic fluid embolism, a rare, 
hard-to-prove complication of 
childbirth. Daniel claims that his 
wife — who worked in the ma¬ 
ternity unit where she delivered 
her baby — died from botched 
medical care that failed to stop 
her from hemorrhaging nearly a 
third of the blood in her body. 

“It was utter chaos,” he re¬ 
called. “I remember multiple 
towels and sponges like they were 
trying to soak up the blood ... but 
it kept coming.” 

Doctors failed to perform vital 
tests, to employ an obstetrical 
balloon — a standard device used 
to halt postpartum hemorrhage 
— and to start massive blood 
transfusions until too late, court 
documents claim. 

Just four hours after the birth 
of her 8-pound, 7-ounce daughter, 


Moani Daniel was dead. 

“I was in shock,” recalled Wal¬ 
ter Daniel. 

Capt. Jeffrey Bitterman, com¬ 
manding officer of Naval Hospi¬ 
tal Bremerton, said in an email 
that the circumstances of Moani 
Daniel’s death were “thoroughly 
examined in a quality review pro¬ 
cess.” The results of the review 
cannot be publicly released, he 
said, declining further comment 
because of pending litigation. 

However, in a press release 
promoting the “Aloha Moani” 5K 
run organized in Daniel’s honor, 
Navy officials publicly said she 
died “due to a rare complication 
of childbirth.” 

Walter and Moani Daniel, who 
met in Hawaii, had been married 
nearly a decade when she became 
pregnant in 2013. Moani Daniel 
had a son, Damien, now 19, from 
a previous marriage. 

Moani Daniel loved her job, but 
she had submitted her resigna¬ 
tion to the Navy months earlier 
and was set to leave the service in 
April 2014. Walter Daniel had ac¬ 
cepted a job in California, where 
he had moved with Damien to get 
him settled in school. 

The day after his wife’s death, 
Walter Daniel returned to her 
empty apartment. 

“She had all this stuff for the 
baby set up,” he recalled. “I’m 
like, ‘What the hell just hap¬ 
pened?’ It was like a nightmare.’ ” 

The Feres doctrine holds that 
active-duty members of the mili¬ 
tary cannot sue under the Fed¬ 
eral Tort Claims Act for harm 
“incident to service.” The justices 
wanted to ensure that Congress 
would not be “burdened with pri¬ 
vate bills on behalf of military 
and naval personnel.” 

After raising Victoria as a sin¬ 
gle dad for four years, Daniel left 
the Coast Guard, remarried and 
returned to college to study to 
become a high school teacher. He 
said he hopes Moani Daniel’s case 
will provide justice for others. 

“It’s not about the Daniel fam¬ 
ily, it’s about those thousands of 
servicemembers throughout the 
world who are affected by this 
rule,” he said. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — More than 
80 percent of the U.S. military’s 
F-35 Lightning II fighters have 
returned to flying, Pentagon of¬ 
ficials said Monday after a fleet¬ 
wide grounding last week to 
inspect the stealth jets for a prob¬ 
lematic engine part at least par¬ 
tially blamed for a recent crash. 

Within about two days, the mil¬ 
itary completed inspections of its 
entire operational fleet of F-35s, 
some 250 aircraft across the Air 
Force, Navy and Marine Corps, 
Pentagon officials said. It was not 
immediately clear how long jets 
found to have the bad part — a 
faulty engine fuel tube — would 
remain grounded, said Joe Del- 
laVedova, a spokesman for the 
Pentagon’s F-35 Joint Program 
Office. 

Some F-35 aircraft returned to 
flight status within hours of the 
ordered grounding, he said. 

DellaVedova on Monday de¬ 
clined to provide an exact number 
of F-35s that returned to flight 
status or had been found to have 
the flawed fuel tube, citing secu¬ 
rity concerns. He said some of all 
three variants of the planes — 
each service flies its own — were 
found to have the bad fuel tube. 

The faulty parts were discov¬ 
ered in the initial phases of an 
investigation into the Sept. 28 
crash of a Marine Corps F-35B 
near Marine Corps Air Station 
Beaufort, S.C. The Marines said 
the investigation into that crash 

— the first known wreck of an F- 
35 since it began flying in 2006 

— remained open and an exact 
cause had not been determined. 

But DellaVedova was clear 
Monday that the inspections or¬ 
dered were a direct result of that 
investigation. 

“The primary goal following 
any mishap is the prevention of 
future incidents,” he said in a 
statement. “We will take every 
measure to ensure safe opera¬ 
tions while we deliver, sustain and 
modernize the F-35 for the warf¬ 
ighter and our defense partners.” 

Inspectors believe the problem 
is isolated to the fuel tube, which 
is produced by Pratt & Whitney, 


NEW YORK — Defense con¬ 
tractors Harris Corp. and L3 
Technologies are combining to 
form one of the world’s largest 
defense companies. 

The new company, L3 Har¬ 
ris Technologies Inc., will have 
annual sales of around $16 bil¬ 
lion this year. That would make 
it the sixth-largest U.S. defense 
contractor and one of the top 10 
globally. 


an American aerospace manu¬ 
facturer. The company is work¬ 
ing quickly to produce enough 
replacement parts to minimize 
the time that the affected jets are 
grounded, DellaVedova said. 

The military had enough re¬ 
placement fuel tubes in its stock 
to repair about one-half of the af¬ 
fected planes, he said. 

Among the jets that have al¬ 
ready returned to flying are the 
Marine Corps’ F-35Bs aboard the 
USS Essex, an amphibious assault 
ship deployed in the U.S. Central 
Command area of operations, ac¬ 
cording to the Marines. Those 
aircraft on Sept. 27 became the 
first U.S. F-35s to be used in com¬ 
bat when they struck a Taliban 
target in Afghanistan. 

The F-35 is the most expensive 
weapon in U.S. military history, 
but the program has been marred 
by delays and cost overruns and 
other mechanical issues. Prob¬ 
lems have included a series of 
physiological episodes last year 
that forced the military to ground 
some of its F-35 fleet. 

Ultimately, the F-35 is expect¬ 
ed to cost the Pentagon about 
$406 billion for 2,456 fighter jets 
that the services intend to buy, 
according to the Joint Program 
Office. 

The Marine Corps version is 
the most expensive of the three 
versions of the F-35, costing 
about $115.5 million each in 2019. 
The Marines’ version is capable 
of performing short-runway take¬ 
offs and landing vertically, like a 
helicopter. The Air Force’s ver¬ 
sion takes off traditionally and 
the Navy version is outfitted to fly 
from aircraft carriers. 

The Air Force intends to pur¬ 
chase 1,763 F-35As, the Marine 
Corps intends to buy 353 F-35Bs 
and the Navy plans to buy 340 F- 
35Cs designed for deployment on 
aircraft carriers. 

DellaVedova said the faulty fuel 
tube was not expected to affect 
deliveries for fiscal year 2019, 
which began Oct. 1. 

“The program remains on 
track to meet its target of 91 air¬ 
craft (deliveries) for the year,” he 
said. 


dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


The company will employ 
48,000 people and will have 
headquarters in Melbourne, Fla., 
where Harris is currently based. 
L3 is based in New York. 

L3 and Harris are longtime 
competitors that make similar 
products, including satellites for 
surveillance and broadband com¬ 
munications systems for the mili¬ 
tary and police. 

From The Associated Press 


Defense contractors Harris, L3 to merge 
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President alters climate change position 



Chris Pietsch, The (Eugene, Ore.) Register-Guard/AP 


Lawyers and young plaintiffs line up behind a banner after a hearing before Federal District Court Judge Ann Aiken between lawyers 
for the Trump administration and the so-called “Climate Kids” in Eugene, Ore., on July 18. The U.S. government asked the judge to 
suspend legal proceedings in the plaintiff’s climate change lawsuit, scheduled to go to trial in Oregon on Oct. 29, but was denied. 

Trump: N. Korea, NATO, media discussed in CBS interview 


Trump backs off hoax 
claim; skeptical on cause 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump is backing off his claim that climate 
change is a hoax but says he doesn’t know if 
it’s man-made and suggests that the climate 
will “change back again.” 

In an interview with CBS’ “60 Minutes” 
that aired Sunday night, Trump said he 
doesn’t want to put the U.S. at a disadvan¬ 
tage in responding to climate change. 

“I think something’s happening. Some¬ 
thing’s changing, and it’ll change back 
again,” he said. “I don’t think it’s a hoax. 
I think there’s probably a difference. But 
I don’t know that it’s man-made. I will say 
this: I don’t want to give trillions and tril¬ 
lions of dollars. I don’t want to lose millions 
and millions of jobs.” 

Trump called climate change a hoax in 
November 2012 when he sent a tweet stat¬ 
ing, “The concept of global warming was 
created by and for the Chinese in order to 
make U.S. manufacturing non-competi¬ 
tive.” He later said he was joking about 
the Chinese connection, but in years since 
he has continued to call global warming a 
hoax. 

“I’m not denying climate change,” he said 
in the interview. “But it could very well go 
back. You know, we’re talking about over a 
... millions of years.” 

As far as the climate “changing back,” 
temperature records kept by NASA and 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration show that the world hasn’t 
had a cooler-than-average year since 1976 
or a cooler-than-normal month since the 
end of 1985. 

Trump, who visited areas of Georgia and 
Florida damaged by Hurricane Michael on 
Friday, also expressed doubt over scien¬ 
tists’ findings finking the changing climate 
to more powerful hurricanes. “They say 
that we had hurricanes that were far worse 
than what we just had with Michael,” said 
Trump, who identified “they” as “people” 
after being pressed by “60 Minutes” corre¬ 
spondent Lesley Stahl. 

When she asked, “What about the sci¬ 
entists who say it’s worse than ever?” the 
president replied, “You’d have to show me 
the scientists because they have a very big 
political agenda.” 

Trump’s comments came just days after 
a Nobel Prize-winning Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change issued a warn¬ 
ing that global warming would increase 
climate-related risks to health, livelihoods, 
food security, water supply, human security 
and economic growth. The report detailed 
how Earth’s weather, health and ecosys¬ 
tems would be in better shape if the world’s 
leaders could somehow limit future human- 
caused warming. 

Citing concerns about the pact’s econom¬ 
ic impact, Trump said in 2017 that the U.S. 
will leave the Paris climate accord. The 
agreement set voluntary greenhouse gas 
emission targets in an effort to lessen the 
impact of fossil fuels. 

On a different topic, Trump told “60 
Minutes” that he’s been surprised by 
Washington being a tough, deceptive and 
divisive place, though some accuse the 
real estate mogul elected president of 
those same tactics. 

“So I always used to say the toughest peo¬ 
ple are Manhattan real estate guys and blah, 
blah,” he said. “Now I say they’re babies.” 

He said the political people in Washing¬ 
ton have changed his thinking. “This is the 
most deceptive, vicious world. It is vicious; 
it’s full of lies, deceit and deception,” he 
said. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

He later ridiculed the notion that his 
campaign would seek help from Russia. 

“Do you really think I’d call Russia 
to help me with an election? Give me a 
break,” Trump said. “They wouldn’t be 
able to help me at all. Call Russia. It’s so 
ridiculous.” 

The interview marks Trump’s first ap¬ 
pearance on “60 Minutes” as president. 
He previously was interviewed for the 
program as president-elect in November 
2016. 

In the occasionally combative inter¬ 
view Sunday, Trump touched on a wide 
range of topics, including his relations 
with North Korea, NATO and the news 
media. 

Trump declined to say whether he 
will fire Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 
saying only that “we’ll see what hap¬ 
pens come midterms.” He also declined 
to say that he will not end the Russia in¬ 
vestigation led by special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller, although he said he does not 
intend to do so. 

Trump told Stahl that he trusts North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un but also 
warned, “That doesn’t mean I can’t be 
proven wrong.” 

On relations with Europe, Trump said 
that the United States has “been the stu¬ 
pid country for so many years” and that 
although he “will always be there with 
NATO,” the other partners in the alliance 
“have to pay their way.” 

Asked what his biggest regret has been 
as president, he first said that the media 
“treats me terribly.” When Stahl then 
asked what his biggest mistake has been, 
he pointed to the fact that he did not act 
more quickly to renegotiate the North 
American Free Trade Agreement. 

“I could have been earlier with termi¬ 


nating the NAFTA deal,” he said. “The 
problem was, I was getting to know the 
leaders. I was getting to know countries. I 
didn’t want to do it right out of the box.” 

He also defended a speech he delivered 
this month in which he mocked Christine 
Blasey Ford, the psychology professor 
who accused Brett Kavanaugh of sexu¬ 
ally assaulting her when the two were 
teenagers before he was confirmed as a 
Supreme Court justice. 

“Had I not made that speech, we would 
not have won,” Trump told Stahl. He 
added that he “didn’t really make fun of” 
Ford and “was just saying she didn’t seem 
to know anything.” 

The “60 Minutes” interview, which was 
recorded Thursday, comes as Trump has 
stepped up his media appearances in the 
final stretch before the November mid¬ 
term election. 

Last week, he had more than half a 
dozen interviews and informal Q&A ses¬ 
sions with reporters, including a free¬ 
wheeling 45-minute phone call with “Fox 
& Friends,” a chat with reporters aboard 
Air Force One and a surreal Oval Office 
meeting with rapper Kanye West. This 
week, he has an interview with Fox Busi¬ 
ness Network’s Trish Regan that is set to 
air Tuesday night. 

Cable networks have begun easing off 
on their coverage of the president’s cam¬ 
paign rallies. Trump headlined four Make 
America Great Again rallies during each 
of the past two weeks; he will hold three 
more this week in Montana, Arizona and 
Nevada. 

A Washington Post-ABC News poll 
published Sunday showed that voter en¬ 
thusiasm is up sharply from where it 
stood four years ago, with the increases 
greatest among Democrats, young people 
and nonwhite voters. Eighty-one percent 


of registered Democrats say they are 
“absolutely certain to vote” in November, 
compared with 63 percent in 2014. Sev¬ 
enty-nine percent of Republicans and 72 
percent of independents say they plan to 
vote. 

At the same time, Trump’s approval rat¬ 
ing has slightly improved since the sum¬ 
mer, with 43 percent of registered voters 
approving of the job Trump is doing as 
president and 53 percent disapproving. 

In the interview, Trump said he is un¬ 
sure whether Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis will leave the administration and 
described him as “sort of a Democrat,” 
amid reports of friction between the two. 

Mattis has often publicly walked back 
some of Trump’s more controversial 
statements on foreign policy, and the two 
have a strained relationship, longtime 
journalist Bob Woodward, an associate 
editor at The Washington Post, reported 
in his book “Fear.” 

In one episode, Woodward reported, 
Mattis described Trump as having the 
understanding of “a fifth- or sixth-grad¬ 
er” after a National Security Council 
meeting. In another episode, after Trump 
said he wanted to have Syrian President 
Bashar Assad assassinated, Mattis re¬ 
portedly agreed but later told an aide, 
“We’re not going to do any of that.” 

Mattis has denied making disparaging 
comments about Trump, and the presi¬ 
dent said last month that the retired gen¬ 
eral was “doing a fantastic job.” 

Trump sparred at times with Stahl dur¬ 
ing the interview, declaring twice, “I’m 
not a baby” and at one point growing testy 
when Stahl tried to interrupt him to ask a 
question. 

“Lesley, it’s OK,” Trump said. “In the 
meantime, I’m president, and you’re not.” 
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Episcopal Church vows to combat sexual abuse 



AP 


Rev. Paul Moore Jr. arrives at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in 
New York on Sept. 23, 1972, to be installed as the 13th Episcopal 
bishop of New York. 


By David Crary 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — With striking 
displays of candor, the Episcopal 
Church is acknowledging the po¬ 
tency of the #MeToo movement by 
officially lamenting its past role in 
sexual exploitation and pledging 
steps to combat it. 

The Protestant denomination’s 
national convention this summer 
included an emotional session at 
which first-person accounts of 
abuse by clergy and other church 
personnel were read aloud by 
bishops of the same gender as the 
victims — six men, six women. Di¬ 
oceses nationwide are now seek¬ 
ing to gather and share similar 
stories from victims in their local 
church communities. 

That process of story-sharing 
has been particularly dramatic in 
the Diocese of New York, where 
Bishop Andrew Dietsche released 
a blunt pastoral letter on Sept. 11. 
It described the most famous of his 
predecessors, the late Paul Moore 
Jr., as a “serial predator” who en¬ 
gaged in “long-time patterns” of 
sexual exploitation and abuse. 

Moore, as charismatic bishop of 
the diocese from 1972 to 1989, be¬ 
came one of the nation’s foremost 
liberal Christian activists. He sup¬ 
ported the ordination of women 
and gays while assailing racism, 


corporate avarice and various 
U.S. military policies. 

It has been known for a decade 
that Moore, who died in 2003, was 
bisexual and had a long extramar¬ 
ital affair that began when a young 
man came to him for counseling. 
Moore’s daughter, Honor Moore, 
revealed that in a 2008 memoir. 

Shortly after the memoir’s pub¬ 
lication, then-Bishop Mark Sisk 
issued a pastoral letter describing 
Moore as “an exploiter of the vul¬ 
nerable” who had been the subject 
of multiple complaints. But the 


scope of Moore’s abusive sexual 
misconduct has become known 
only this year, notably at a Catskill 
Mountains retreat in the spring 
attended by clergy from the New 
York diocese. 

At one session, participants 
were invited to share stories about 
difficulties they faced in their min¬ 
istries. Among those at the event 
was the Rev. Alison Quin, rector of 
Christ the King Episcopal Church 
in Stone Ridge, N.Y. 

As recounted by Quin in a May 
6 sermon, one female priest arose 


to denounce Moore as a serial ex¬ 
ploiter who had affairs with many 
young priests and lay people. Quin 
said a male priest in his 60s came 
next, saying, “I was one of Paul 
Moore’s boys — he seduced me 
when I was a new priest. It nearly 
ruined my life.” 

Recalled Quin, “Many of us 
were in tears at the end of the 
morning — at the suffering we 
heard, at the terrible mix of good 
and evil in human beings, at the 
brokenness in the church.” 

Honor Moore, in an interview, 
said she was dismayed that her 
father was the only person named 
in Dietsche’s letter and objected to 
the label “sexual predator.” 

“It doesn’t seem like a fair 
term,” she said. “He was a sexual¬ 
ly active gay man who lived in an 
era of unfortunate boundaries.” 

Neither the retreat session nor 
Dietsche’s letter have been previ¬ 
ously reported. As detailed in the 
letter, the New York diocese is now 
seeking to gather first-person sto¬ 
ries from abuse victims through¬ 
out the community, with plans for 
a Nov. 9 service that would resem¬ 
ble the national convention session 
in Austin, Texas, in July. 

A #MeToo task force formed 
by the diocese has set up a Google 
Docs program through which 
victims can anonymously submit 
accounts of their experiences. 


There’s also a help line through 
which callers can receive confi¬ 
dential pastoral care, and another 
phone number for victims who 
want to make an official report of 
sexual misconduct. 

The diocese is reaching out to 
abusers as well as victims, invit¬ 
ing them to anonymously acknowl¬ 
edge misconduct and repent for it. 

“The season of listening has 
come,” Dietsche wrote in his letter. 
“And may we find in the sharing of 
stories ... a renewed commitment 
in ourselves to create and nurture 
communities where no one must 
live in silent pain.” 

Mary Glasspool, who serves 
under Dietsche as an assistant 
bishop, has been fielding some of 
the calls to the help line and also 
tracking responses to the invi¬ 
tation to share stories of sexual 
abuse and exploitation. 

“Not everyone wants their story 
publicly told — some want it re¬ 
sponded to privately,” she said. 

At the national level, the Epis¬ 
copal response to the #MeToo 
movement took shape last Janu¬ 
ary when the church’s top leader, 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, 
and one of his colleagues issued 
an open letter calling for an ex¬ 
amination of how the church had 
“handled or mishandled cases of 
sexual harassment, exploitation 
and abuse through the years.” 


Immigrants face hurdles to 
prove abuse by US agents 


By Nomaan Merchant 
and Claudia Lauer 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Within hours 
of being booked at a U.S. Border 
Patrol station in far West Texas, 
two teenage sisters from Guate¬ 
mala came forward to allege that 
an agent conducted an improper 
strip search. 

The agent in question denied 
the allegations, including the sis¬ 
ters’ claims that he touched their 
genitals. He insisted he had only 
fingerprinted the sisters before 
taking them back to their cell. 

Investigating the case came 
down to the sisters’ word versus 
the agent’s. And as in dozens of 
similar cases, government inves¬ 
tigators sided with the agent. 

Advocates say the case — out¬ 
lined in a report compiled by 
internal investigators — shows 
the kinds of hurdles detained im¬ 
migrants face when they make 
claims of misconduct, even when 
they come forward immediately, 
as the sisters did. 

“These women were actually, 
for lack of a better word, lucky that 
their case was investigated,” said 
Christina Mansfield, co-founder 
of the advocacy group Freedom 
for Immigrants. “They are in the 
extreme minority in that regard.” 

The sisters, ages 17 and 19, en¬ 
tered the U.S. without legal per¬ 
mission in July 2016, several days 
after leaving their home village in 
Guatemala. They were detained 
by Border Patrol agents shortly 
after crossing the border. 


The Associated Press received 
a redacted copy of the investiga¬ 
tive report through the Freedom 
of Information Act. It shows that 
investigators determined that 
the sisters’ allegations could not 
be substantiated due to a lack of 
physical evidence. 

The station where the sisters 
were detained did not have camer¬ 
as in the booking area. The room 
where the sisters say they were 
taken, later described as a supply 
room or a closet, wasn’t processed 
for fingerprints because the sis¬ 
ters said they didn’t touch any¬ 
thing. And the agent in question 
said he was alone with the sisters 
due to manpower shortages, the 
report says. 

Immigration advocates say the 
Department of Homeland Secu¬ 
rity’s Office of Inspector General, 
which reviewed the sisters’ case, 
rarely recommends action against 
officers. A study by Freedom for 
Immigrants found that between 
January 2010 and July 2016, the 
inspector general received 84 
complaints of coerced sexual 
contact against U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, which includes 
Border Patrol. 

The inspector general opened 
just seven investigations, none of 
which are known to have led to 
charges, according to the study, 
which was conducted by examin¬ 
ing government records. 

The study found a similarly low 
number of cases were investigated 
by the inspector general for deten¬ 
tion facilities operated by ICE. 
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Snowstorm blankets Colo., Wyo. 



Andy Cross, The Denver Post/AP 


Carter Sheldon, 8, left, and his brother, Conor, 3, play in the snow in front of Broncos Stadium at Mile 
High in Denver on Sunday after heavy snow fell in Colorado and Wyoming. 


Associated Press 

DENVER — Colorado and Wy¬ 
oming residents woke up Sunday 
to find that an early season snow¬ 
storm had blanketed their homes 
and roadways with up to a foot 
of snow and sent temperatures 
plunging overnight. 

The storm caused crashes, 
snarled traffic and temporarily 
closed some major highways due 
to icy conditions. 

The heaviest snow fell in an 
area stretching from Boulder, 
Colo., through Wyoming to Mon¬ 
tana’s Beartooth Mountains. The 
National Weather Service report¬ 
ed snowfall measuring between 3 
and 13 inches south of Sheridan, 
Wyo., during the previous 24 
hours. 

About 3 inches of snow fell in 
Denver, where the temperature 
dropped from 60 degrees Fahr¬ 
enheit on Saturday to 20 degrees 
Sunday morning. 

A winter weather advisory was 
issued across the region. 

Heavy snow was expected to 
fall in mountainous areas through 
Monday morning, including up to 
12 inches forecast to fall on Pikes 
Peak near Colorado Springs. 

The storm shut down Interstate 
25 at the Colorado-Wyoming 


state line for nearly 11 hours 
from Saturday night until Sunday 
morning. 

Officials temporarily closed 
parts of major highways in Wyo¬ 
ming and Colorado, including 
Interstate 80, Interstate 70, U.S. 


Highway 287, U.S. Highway 85 
and U.S. Highway 87. Most were 
later reopened or were set to re¬ 
open later Sunday. 

Transportation officials in 
Wyoming and Colorado reported 
several crashes, including one 


that blocked eastbound lanes on 
1-80 in southeastern Wyoming. 

Hazardous driving conditions 
would remain in the area after 
the snow stops coming down Sun¬ 
day, the National Weather Service 
said in a statement. 


Mega 
Millions 
prize hits 
$654M 

Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa — After 
nearly three months without a 
winner, the Mega Millions lottery 
game has climbed to an estimated 
$654 million jackpot. 

Unfortunately, even as the big 
prize for Tuesday night’s draw¬ 
ing rises to the fourth-largest in 
U.S. history, the odds of match¬ 
ing all six numbers and winning 
the game don’t improve. They’re 
stuck at a miserable one in 302.5 
million. 

The last time anyone won the 
jackpot was July 24, when a group 
from California claimed a $543 
million prize. 

The estimated $654 million 
jackpot refers to the annuity op¬ 
tion, paid out over 29 years. The 
cash option, which is favored 
by nearly all winners, is $372 
million. 

Mega Millions is played in 44 
states, Washington, D.C., and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. 
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San Francisco to 
vote on taxing rich 
firms for homeless 



By Janie Har 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — San 
Francisco has come to be known 
around the world as a place for 
aggressive panhandling, open- 
air drug use and sprawling tent 
camps, the dirt and despair all 
the more remarkable for the city’s 
immense wealth. 

Some streets are so filthy that 
officials launched a special “poop 
patrol,” and a young tech worker 
created “Snapcrap” — an app to 
report the filth. Morning com¬ 
muters walk briskly past home¬ 
less people huddled against 
subway walls. In the city’s squalid 
downtown sector, the frail and the 
sick shuffle along in wheelchairs 
or stumble around, sometimes 
half-clothed. 

The situation has become so 
dire that a coalition of activists 
collected enough signatures to 
put a measure on the city’s Nov. 
6 ballot. Proposition C would 
tax hundreds of San Francisco’s 
wealthiest companies to help 
thousands of homeless and men¬ 
tally ill residents, an effort that 
failed earlier this year in Seattle. 
San Francisco’s measure is ex¬ 
pected to raise $300 million per 
year, nearly doubling what the 
city already spends. 

“This is the worst it’s ever 
been,” said Marc Benioff, founder 
of cloud-computing giant Sales- 
force and a fourth-generation San 
Franciscan, who is supporting the 


measure even though his com¬ 
pany would pay an additional $10 
million per year if it passes. “No¬ 
body should have to live like this. 
They don’t need to live like this. 
We can get this under control.” 

“We have to do it. We have to 
try something,” said Sunshine 
Powers, who owns a tie-dye bou¬ 
tique, Love on Haight, in the 
city’s historic Haight-Ashbury 
neighborhood. “If my community 
is bad, nobody is going to want to 
come here.” 

The proposition is the latest 
battle between big business and 
social services advocates who de¬ 
mand that corporate America pay 
to solve inequities exacerbated by 
its success. In San Francisco, it’s 
also become an intriguing fight 
between recently elected Mayor 
London Breed, who is siding with 
the city’s Chamber of Commerce 
in urging a no vote, and philan¬ 
thropist Benioff, whose company 
is San Francisco’s largest private 
employer, with 8,400 workers. 

Breed came out hard against 
the measure, saying it lacked col¬ 
laboration, could attract homeless 
people from neighboring counties 
and could cost middle-class jobs 
in retail and service. The city 
has already increased spend¬ 
ing on homelessness dramati¬ 
cally, she said, with no noticeable 
improvement. 

San Francisco spent $380 
million of its $10 billion budget 
last year on services related to 


homelessness. 

“I have to make decisions with 
my head, not just my heart,” 
Breed said. “I do not believe dou¬ 
bling what we spend on homeless¬ 
ness without new accountability, 
when we don’t even spend what 
we have now efficiently, is good 
government.” 

Cities along the West Coast are 
grappling with rampant home¬ 
lessness, driven in part by grow¬ 
ing numbers of well-paying tech 
jobs that price lower-income resi¬ 
dents out of tight housing markets. 
A family of four in San Francisco 
earning $117,000 is considered 
low-income. 

Businesses prevailed in Seattle, 
when leaders in June repealed a 
per-employee tax that would have 
raised $50 million per year after 
Amazon and Starbucks pushed 
back. In July, the city council of 
Cupertino, Calif., in Silicon Val¬ 
ley scuttled a similar head tax 
after opposition from its largest 


employer, Apple Inc. 

Mountain View, Calif., resi¬ 
dents, however, will vote this fall 
on a per-employee tax expected to 
raise $6 million per year, largely 
from Google, for transit projects. 

The San Francisco measure is 
different in that it would levy the 
tax mostly by revenue rather than 
by number of employees — an av¬ 
erage half-percent tax increase 
on companies’ revenue above $50 
million each year. It also was put 
on the ballot by citizens, not elect¬ 
ed officials. 

Online payment processing 
company Stripe has voiced oppo¬ 
sition and contributed $120,000 
to the campaign against Proposi¬ 
tion C, but other companies have 
stayed quiet. The San Francisco 
Chamber of Commerce, whose 
board includes representatives of 
Microsoft, Linkedln and Oracle, 
is leading the fight. 

Up to 400 businesses would 
be affected, with internet and 


financial services sectors bear¬ 
ing nearly half the cost. 

Benioff has pledged at least $2 
million from company and per¬ 
sonal resources for the November 
tax campaign. He said he ulti¬ 
mately was swayed by a report 
from the city’s chief economist, 
which found the measure likely 
would reduce homelessness while 
resulting in a net loss of 900 jobs 
at most, or 0.1 percent of all jobs. 

“I said, ‘Well, I’m the largest 
employer in the city, and the city 
is in decline from homelessness 
and cleanliness. We have to take 
action now,’ ” he said. 

At least half of the new rev¬ 
enue would go toward permanent 
housing, and at least a quarter to 
services for people with severe 
behavioral issues. A 2017 one- 
night count found an estimated 
7,500 people without permanent 
shelter in San Francisco. More 
than half had lived in the city for 
at least a decade. 


Midterm elections likely to affect post-2020 Census redistricting 


By Dan Balz 
The Washington Post 

The redistricting wars, which since 2010 
have worked to the advantage of the Re¬ 
publicans, are about to take a potentially 
significant turn. The midterm elections, 
along with efforts in states to reduce par¬ 
tisan redistricting, are likely to make the 
post-2020 battles more competitive. 

. The 2010 midterm elec- 

ANALYSIS tions cost Democrats con- 
trol of the U.S. House, but 
they also did substantial 
damage to the party’s strength in the states. 
Democrats lost hundreds of seats in state 
legislatures and surrendered their major¬ 
ity of governorships to the Republicans. 

Before that election, Democrats had full 
control — governor, state House and state 
Senate — in 16 states to the Republicans’ 
nine, with the remainder divided. After the 
election, Republicans had full control in 20 
states to the Democrats’ 11. Since 2010, 
the Republican advantage in the states has 
widened. Today, the GOP has full control 
in 25 states, while Democrats have full 
control in just eight, according to the Na¬ 
tional Conference of State Legislatures. 

After the 2010 elections, Republicans 
flexed their newly acquired power in the 
states. In addition to implementing a con¬ 


servative policy agenda, they worked to 
cement their power by drawing favorable 
congressional and legislative districts. 
Those district boundaries have given the 
GOP a disproportionate share of House 
seats, based on the overall popular vote in 
many states. 

Both parties have played this game. 
When Democrats held power in the states, 
they produced gerrymandered maps to 
their advantage. After the 1980 census, 
then-Rep. Phil Burton, D-Calif., boasted 
about drawing districts that gave his party 
an outsized advantage. Burton called his 
convoluted map “my contribution to mod¬ 
em art.” In those days, Republicans sound¬ 
ed like the Democrats of today, lamenting 
how gerrymandering complicated their ef¬ 
forts to win control of the House. 

Over the years, the courts have dealt 
with various aspects of redistricting, but 
until recently they have ducked the con¬ 
temporary question of what, if anything, 
constitutes partisan gerrymandering in vi¬ 
olation of the Constitution. In its last term, 
the Supreme Court considered two maps, 
one from Wisconsin that favored Republi¬ 
cans and another from Maryland that fa¬ 
vored Democrats, but declined to make a 
definitive ruling. 

The high court’s reluctance to rule on 
this question has, for now, thrown the issue 


of how to produce fairer district lines back 
into the political process, which makes next 
month’s midterm elections the first real 
battle of the post-2020 Census redistricting 
process. For Democrats, that makes the 
contests in the states — races for governor 
and for state legislative seats — as impor¬ 
tant as the federal races that will affect the 
balance of power in Washington. 

One way the redistricting process could 
be affected is a shift in power in the legis¬ 
latures. Republicans have been more skill¬ 
ful and determined in this arena in recent 
years, and Democrats are now trying to 
catch up. Given the normal swings in mid¬ 
term elections, Democrats are expected 
to gain a substantial number of legislative 
seats in November, but the key issue is 
where those gains take place. 

Democratic strategists see opportunities 
in a handful of states, where closely divided 
chambers could flip from Republican con¬ 
trol to Democratic control if the November 
political winds are favorable. They include 
state Senate chambers in Maine, New York, 
Colorado and Arizona along with the New 
Hampshire state House. Democrats have 
their eye on a couple of other states, but the 
numbers there are more challenging. 

Those changes would not do much to 
change the balance of power in some of 
the states with the most gerrymandered 


maps, like Wisconsin. In states where Re¬ 
publicans are likely to maintain control of 
the legislature, a shift in the governorship 
would change the redistricting process. 

The impact of having a governor of one 
party and a legislature controlled by the 
other party was made clear in Pennsylva¬ 
nia earlier this year. The state Supreme 
Court ruled that the existing congressional 
map constituted partisan gerrymandering 
in violation of the state constitution and 
ordered the GOP-controlled legislature 
to redraw the boundaries. The Supreme 
Court declined to review the ruling, saying 
it dealt with the state constitution. 

Republicans in the legislature produced 
another map favorable to their party and 
Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf then vetoed 
it. Ultimately, the new congressional lines 
were drawn by a court-appointed expert, 
and this map is likely to produce gains for 
the Democrats next month. 

Republicans currently hold 33 governor¬ 
ships to 16 for the Democrats (along with 
one independent). But this fall, they are 
playing defense. The Cook Political Report 
currently lists 12 Republican-held gover¬ 
norships as toss-up or worse, compared 
with just one held by the Democrats. Among 
the states where Democrats are competi¬ 
tive are several in the industrial Midwest, 
including Michigan, Wisconsin and Ohio. 
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Ross D. Franklin/AP 


Rep. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., talks to campaign volunteers in August at a Democratic campaign office in 
Phoenix. Democratic candidates have been focusing on health care ahead of the midterm elections. 


Democratic candidates focus on 
health care as midterms near 


By Nicholas Riccardi 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — In a windowless 
conference room, Republican 
Senate candidate Martha Mc- 
Sally was asking executives at a 
small crane-manufacturing com¬ 
pany how the GOP tax cut has 
helped their business when one 
woman said, “I want to ask you a 
question about health care.” 

Marylea Evans recounted how, 
decades ago, her husband had 
been unable to get health insur¬ 
ance after developing cancer, 
forcing the couple to sell some 
of their Texas ranch to pay for 
his treatment. Now she was wor¬ 
ried about Democratic ads saying 
McSally, currently a congress- 
woman, supported legislation 
removing the requirement that 
insurers cover people with pre¬ 
existing medical conditions. 

“It’s a lie,” McSally said quick¬ 
ly, accustomed to having to inter¬ 
rupt a discussion of the tax cut to 
parry attacks on health care. But 
she had voted for a wide-ranging 
bill that would have, among other 
things, undermined protections 
for people with pre-existing con¬ 
ditions and drastically changed 
and shrunk Medicaid. 

The exchange demonstrated 
how Democratic arguments 
about health care are resonating 
with voters in the final weeks be¬ 
fore the midterm elections. While 
Democratic enthusiasm this 
year largely has been fueled by 
anger toward President Donald 
Trump, candidates have targeted 
their messaging to focus more on 
health care. 

It’s the subject of the greatest 
share of political ads on television 
now, according to a Wall Street 
Journal analysis, and a top issue 
in campaigns from Virginia to 
Arkansas to California — and es¬ 
pecially in Arizona, where Demo¬ 
cratic Rep. Kyrsten Sinema has 
made it the foundation of her Sen¬ 
ate campaign against McSally. 

“Democrats believe that health 
care is the issue that’s going to 
deliver them the majority,” said 
Nathan Gonzalez, editor and pub¬ 


lisher of the nonpartisan Inside 
Elections. “In 2016, Democrats 
learned that going all-in against 
Trump was not the right strat¬ 
egy, so they’re trying to be more 
specific.” 

The Democratic furor around 
health care comes from Trump’s 
push to repeal President Barack 
Obama’s Affordable Care Act. 
House Republicans voted for a bill 
that would have rolled back parts 
of “Obamacare.” But the Senate 
never took up the bill, and its own 
attempt 
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unsustainable. 

Democrats are effectively per¬ 
forming political judo on the GOP, 
who accused them over four elec¬ 
tion cycles of messing up voters’ 
health care with “Obamacare” 
and vowed a hasty repeal once 
they were back in power. Now 
that the GOP tried and failed to 
change health care, Democrats 
are pouncing. 

“You see in every survey, 
whether it’s a Senate race in a red 
state or a House race in a purple 
district, health care is the No. 1 
issue,” said Patrick McHugh of 
Priorities USA, a major Demo¬ 
cratic campaign group. “One 
party wants to actually expand 


health care coverage and reduce 
costs, and the other party cam¬ 
paigned claiming they did, but 
when they got into power they did 
not.” 

In Missouri, Democratic Sen. 
Claire McCaskill is defending 
her seat by highlighting that her 
Republican challenger, state At¬ 
torney General Josh Hawley, 
signed onto the lawsuit over pre¬ 
existing conditions. In Michigan, 
Democrat Elissa Slotkin aired 
an ad showing her mother dying 
of cancer and called incumbent 
Republican Rep. Mike Bishop’s 
vote for the GOP health care bill 
“dereliction of duty.” In Arizona, 
Democrat Hiral Tipimeni, a phy¬ 
sician, is running against Repub¬ 
lican Rep. Debbie Lesko after 
barely losing an April special 
election for the seat on a health 
care platform. 

Glen Bolger, a Republican poll¬ 
ster, notes that health care is a 
perennial Democratic base issue 
but acknowledges it appears es¬ 
pecially potent this year. How¬ 
ever, he said, Republicans have a 
possible counter — pushing back 
against some Democrats’ support 
for a single-payer system that 
would require higher taxes. 

“That, as a pushback message, 
tests very well,” Bolger said. 

Republicans have used it in 
races in which Democratic chal¬ 
lengers have backed the policy 
— such as against Katie Porter, 
an attorney challenging Republi¬ 
can Rep. Mimi Walters in South¬ 
ern California, or against social 
worker Kara Eastman, who’s 
leaned heavily on single-payer in 
her challenge to Rep. Don Bacon 
in Nebraska. The GOP has even 
levied the charge against Demo¬ 
crats who haven’t supported a 
single-payer program, like Abi¬ 
gail Spanberger, who’s challeng¬ 
ing Rep. David Brat in Virginia. 

Gonzalez said the GOP re¬ 
sponses show they’re fighting on 
Democrats’ turf and keeping the 
GOP from cashing in politically 
on the growing economy. 

“Democrats believe that health 
care is the antidote to Republican 
talk about the economy,” he said. 


GOP plays blame 
game as it fights to 
keep House control 


By Steve Peoples 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Republicans 
have begun to concede defeat in 
the evolving fight to preserve the 
House majority. 

The party’s candidates might 
not go quietly, but from the Ari¬ 
zona mountains to suburban Den¬ 
ver to the cornfields of Iowa, the 
GOP’s most powerful players this 
midterm season are actively shift¬ 
ing resources away from vulnera¬ 
ble Republican House candidates 
deemed too far gone and toward 
those thought to have a better 
chance of political survival. 

As they initiate a painful, stra¬ 
tegic triage, the early Republican- 
on-Republican blame game has 
begun as well. 

GOP operatives connected to 
several vulnerable candidates 
complain that the committee re¬ 
sponsible for electing House Re¬ 
publicans has failed to deliver on 
its promise to invest $62 million 
in political advertising across 11 
states this fall, a promise detailed 
in a September memo that de¬ 
clared, “The cavalry is coming.” 

The operatives spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to avoid 
retribution. Vulnerable Repub¬ 
lican candidates still hope to re¬ 
ceive additional financial support 
during the three weeks before 
Election Day. 

But if the cavalry is coming, it’s 
not coming for everyone. 

Already, the Republican opera¬ 
tives and spending patterns by 
both sides indicate GOP defeat in 
as many as a dozen House races 
— halfway to the number Demo¬ 
crats need to seize the House ma¬ 
jority this fall. Dozens more seats 
are in play. 

“We’re starting to hone in on 
what are the races we can actu¬ 
ally win. Sometime that requires 
a hard conversation,” said House 
Speaker Paul Ryan’s fundraising 
chief, Spencer Zwick. 

Even after a burst of enthusi¬ 
asm that helped Republican Sen¬ 
ate candidates in several states 
following the recent Supreme 
Court debate, some Republicans 
closely following the more com¬ 
plicated House battlefield fear 
the party already might have lost 
Congress’ lower chamber. With 
22 days to go, they’re working fu¬ 
riously in an expanding political 
battlefield to limit their losses. 

Fundraising challenges make 
it harder. 

As of Friday, the National Re¬ 
publican Congressional Commit¬ 
tee has spent or reserved $44.8 
million of television advertis¬ 
ing in competitive House races 
since the end of July, according 
to spending records obtained 
by The Associated Press. That’s 
significantly less than the $62 
million promised in last month’s 
memo. 


A committee spokesman ex¬ 
plained it would meet the original 
spending projection by including 
polling and online advertising, 
which is more difficult to track. 
Meanwhile, the Republican com¬ 
mittee is expected to take out 
a sizable loan to help meet its 
commitments. 

A separate memo, circulated 
to donors in recent days by the 
super PAC associated with Ryan, 
noted that it’s been forced to carry 
the bulk of this year’s financial 
burden given weak fundraising 
by the Republican candidates 
themselves. 

Of more than 30 races consid¬ 
ered pure toss-ups, the memo 
states, Ryan’s super PAC is the 
sole spender in 14. 

“The GOP is now facing a 
green wave,” wrote Corry Bliss, 
who leads the group known as the 
Congressional Leadership Fund. 
“Democratic candidates are out- 
spending Republican candidates 
in key races by $50 million.” 

Indeed, Democratic candidates 
have outspent their Republican 
counterparts $116 million to $66 
million across almost 80 competi¬ 
tive House districts since July, 
according to Friday’s spending 
records. The Congressional Lead¬ 
ership Fund has helped make up 
the difference, having invested 
$93 million during the same peri¬ 
od, backed by massive donations 
from Republican megadonor 
Sheldon Adelson. 

“This is going to be a devas¬ 
tating election for Republicans 
across the ballot,” said Republi¬ 
can strategist Terry Sullivan, who 
called the party’s fundraising 
issues a symptom of the GOP’s 
broader challenge this fall. 

“Republican donors are smart 
folks,” he said. “They’re not going 
to give money to a losing cause.” 

The Republican triage has 
been shaped by geography and 
demographics as much as by the 
candidates themselves. 

The GOP has a decent chance 
of preserving any House district 
that features a cornfield, poll¬ 
sters and strategists say, point¬ 
ing to less-educated rural voters 
who make up a significant por¬ 
tion of the Republican base. But 
where education and incomes are 
higher in suburban areas, Repub¬ 
licans are growing increasingly 
pessimistic. 

The NRCC in recent days has 
canceled plans to help at least 
three vulnerable Republican 
candidates: Rep. Kevin Yoder 
in suburban Kansas, Rep. Keith 
Rothfus in suburban Pittsburgh 
and businesswoman Lea Mar¬ 
quez Peterson in Tucson, Ariz. 
GOP strategists fear three open 
seats in the Pennsylvania sub¬ 
urbs and two more in suburban 
New Jersey are slipping away if 
they’re not lost already. 
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Germany deports 
man convicted of 
aiding 9/11 plot 


By David Rising 

Associated. Press 

BERLIN — A Moroccan man 
convicted of helping Mohamed 
Atta and the other Hamburg, 
Germany-based Sept. 11 suicide 
pilots as they plotted their attacks 
on New York and Washington was 
deported Monday to his native 
country. 

Mounir el Mottasadeq, 44, who 
was convicted of membership in 
a terrorist organization and ac¬ 
cessory to the murder of the 246 
passengers and crew on the four 
jetliners used in the 2001 attacks, 
was flown by helicopter from 
a Hamburg prison on Monday 
morning. Blindfolded and with 
his hands and ankles in shackles, 
he was then led by two police of¬ 


ficers to another helicopter while 
other heavily armed police in 
balaclavas patrolled the area and 
watched from rooftops. 

Authorities wouldn’t comment 
on the operation for security 
reasons. 

“Mr. Motassadeq will leave the 
country soon,” Hamburg Inte¬ 
rior Ministry spokesman Frank 
Reschreiter told The Associated 
Press. “All the necessary pro¬ 
cedural steps for this have been 
ticked off according to plan.” 

El Motassadeq was released 
shortly before serving all of his 
15-year sentence on the condition 
that he would agree to be deported 
to Morocco. That allows Germany 
the possibility of rearresting him 
should he ever return. 

It wasn’t immediately clear what 



Daniel Bockwoldt, dpa/AP 


The terrorist helper Mounir el Motassadeq, center, is led by 
police officers from a helicopter at the business aviation center in 
Hamburg, northern Germany, on Monday. 


fate awaited him in Morocco. 

El Motassadeq was convicted 
of being part of the so-called 
Hamburg cell, including Atta and 
fellow Sept. 11 pilots Marwan al- 
Shehhi and Ziad Jarrah. 

German courts ruled that el 
Motassadeq was aware the three 
planned to hijack and crash 
planes, even though he might not 
have known the specifics of the 
plot. They said el Motassadeq had 
helped “watch the attackers’ backs 
and conceal them” by doing things 
such as helping them keep up the 
appearance of being regular uni¬ 
versity students paying tuition and 


rent and transferring money. 

El Motassadeq acknowledged 
training at an al-Qaida camp in 
Afghanistan but insisted he knew 
nothing of his friends’ plans to at¬ 
tack the U.S. 

“I swear by God that I did know 
the attackers were in America,” 
he shouted in accented German at 
a sentencing hearing. “I swear by 
God that I did not know what they 
wanted to do.” 

His attorney, Jan Jacob, refused 
to comment on the deportation, 
which brings to an end a lengthy 
legal saga in Germany. 


At talks, Koreas agree to 
connect roads, railways 



Fred Lancelot/AP 


Residents watch the rising waters after flash floods in the town of 
Villegailhenc, southern France, on Monday. 

Flash floods kill at least 13 
people in southwest France 


Associated Press 

PARIS — Flash floods tore 
through towns in southwest 
France, turning waterways into 
raging torrents that killed at least 
13 people, nine of them in just 
one town, authorities said Mon¬ 
day. People had to be helicop¬ 
tered to safety from the roofs of 
their homes as overnight storms 
dumped the equivalent of several 
months of rain in just a few hours. 

Worst hit was the town of 
Trebes, east of the medieval 
walled city of Carcassonne. The 
rains that swept in from the 
Mediterranean killed nine people 
there, Interior Ministry spokes¬ 


man Frederic de Lanouvelle said. 

He told BFMTV that the floods 
in the Aude region also killed four 
other people in other locations, left 
one person missing and seriously 
injured five others. 

In the town of Villegailhenc, 
witness Ines Siguet, 17, said the 
waters rose so quickly that people 
were stranded on the roofs of their 
homes and had to be helicoptered 
to safety. She posted video of a 
ripped-up road where a bridge 
used to be, torn away by a flood 
torrent that cut the town in half. 

“There’s nothing left. There’s 
just a hole,” Siguet told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. “It was very violent.” 


By Kim Tong-Hyung 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
and South Korea continued their 
push for peace Monday with 
high-level talks that resulted in 
a host of agreements, including 
a plan by the rivals for a ground¬ 
breaking ceremony this year on 
an ambitious project to connect 
their railways and roads. 

The agreements come amid 
unease in Washington over the 
speed of inter-Korean engage¬ 
ment. Many outsiders believe 
that U.S.-led efforts to rid North 
Korea of its nuclear-tipped mis¬ 
siles are lagging significantly be¬ 
hind the Koreas’ efforts to move 
past decades of bitter rivalry. 

There was also controversy 
over a decision by South Korea’s 
Unification Ministry to block a 
North Korean defector-turned- 
reporter from covering the talks 
at the border village of Panmun- 
jom over concerns of angering 
North Korea. That drew a fierce 
reaction from other journalists, 
who accused the ministry of in¬ 
fringing on media freedoms and 
discriminating against North 
Korea-born citizens. 

A series of weapons tests by 
North Korea last year and an ex¬ 
change of insults and threats be¬ 
tween President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un had many on the Korean 
Peninsula fearing war. But there 
has since been a surprising peace 
initiative, with three inter-Kore¬ 
an summits and a June meeting 
in Singapore between Trump and 
Kim. The U.S. and North Korea 
are working on plans for a second 


such summit. 

Still, there is widespread skep¬ 
ticism that North Korea will dis¬ 
arm. And despite the fanfare for 
the proposed railway and road 
projects, the Koreas cannot move 
much farther along without the 
lifting of international sanctions 
against North Korea, which isn’t 
likely to come before it takes 
firmer steps toward relinquishing 
its nuclear weapons and missiles. 

South Korea’s Unification Min¬ 
istry, which handles affairs with 
the North, said in a statement that 
the government will share details 
from Monday’s meeting with the 
United States and other nations 
and will closely coordinate with 
them to avoid any friction over 
sanctions. 

The ministry said the rivals 
agreed Monday to hold general- 
level military talks soon to discuss 
reducing border tensions and set¬ 
ting up a joint military committee 
that’s meant to maintain commu¬ 
nication and avoid crises and ac¬ 
cidental clashes. 

The Koreas also agreed to use 
their newly opened liaison office 
in the North Korean border town 
of Kaesong to host talks between 
sports officials in late October to 
discuss plans to send combined 
teams to the 2020 Summer Olym¬ 
pics and to make a push to co-host 
the 2032 Summer Games. 

And the two countries will hold 
Red Cross talks at North Korea’s 
Diamond Mountain resort in No- 
vemberto setup video-conference 
meetings between aging relatives 
separated by the 1950-53 Korean 
War and potentially expand face- 
to-face reunions between them. 


Prince Harry, wife 
expecting first child 

CANBERRA, Australia — 
Prince Harry and his wife, the 
Duchess of Sussex, are expect¬ 
ing their first child in the spring, 
Kensington Palace said Monday. 

The announcement came 
hours after Harry and the former 
Meghan Markle arrived in Syd¬ 
ney at the start of a 16-day visit 
to Australia, Fiji, Tonga and New 
Zealand. Hundreds of people 
gathered to catch a glimpse of the 
couple after they landed. 

“Their royal highnesses have 
appreciated all of the support 
they have received from people 
around the world since their wed¬ 
ding in May and are delighted to 
be able to share this happy news 
with the public,” the palace said 
in a statement. 

UK to combat loneliness 
without use of drugs 

LONDON — Doctors in Eng¬ 
land will be able to write pre¬ 
scriptions for cooking classes and 
walking groups by 2023 as part of 
the government’s effort to combat 
loneliness. 

Prime Minister Theresa May 
on Monday described loneliness 
as “one of the greatest public 
health challenges of our time,” 
saying it is linked with a range of 
illnesses, including heart disease, 
stroke and Alzheimer’s disease. 

The government says about 
200,000 older people across the 
country haven’t had a conversa¬ 
tion with a friend or relative in 
more than a month. 

Boeing 737 flies into 
brick wall, keeps going 

An Air India pilot flew a Boeing 
737 through a brick wall Friday. 
Incredibly, that marked the be¬ 
ginning of its journey and not the 
end. 

The jet not only clobbered the 
top of a 5-foot perimeter wall but 
also destroyed a small landing 
guide tower as it climbed out of 
Tiruchirappalli International Air¬ 
port in Tamil Nadu, India, shortly 
after midnight, the Times of India 
reported. 

With 130 passengers on board, 
it was bound from the southern tip 
of India to Dubai across the ocean. 
Despite the audible and obvious 
collision, the pilot apparently saw 
no reason not to continue on. 

German police storm 
pharmacy, save hostage 

BERLIN — Cologne police said 
on Twitter that a hostage-taker 
suffered life-threatening injuries 
when police stormed a pharmacy 
inside the city’s train station. 

The man had taken a woman 
hostage for two hours before he 
was injured during the police op¬ 
eration Monday afternoon. 

The hostage was also slightly 
injured and treated on the scene. 

Police officer Christoph Schul¬ 
te told The Associated Press that 
parts of the station, one of the 
biggest in the country, had been 
closed off, along with Breslauer 
Platz square behind the station. 

German railroad operator 
Deutsche Bahn tweeted that 
some of the station’s tracks were 
shut down temporarily. 

From The Associated Press 
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Turkey: Joint ‘inspection' planned at consulate 


Associated Press 

ISTANBUL — Turkey and 
Saudi Arabia are expected to 
conduct a joint “inspection” on 
Monday of the Saudi Consulate in 
Istanbul, nearly two weeks after 
the disappearance of Washington 
Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi, 
Turkish authorities said. 

The announcement from an 
official at Turkey’s Foreign Min¬ 
istry comes as international con¬ 
cern continues to grow over the 
writer, who vanished on a visit to 
the consulate on Oct. 2. 

American lawmakers have 
threatened tough punitive action 
against the Saudis, and Germany, 
France and Britain jointly called 


for a “credible investigation” into 
Khashoggi’s disappearance. 

The Foreign Ministry official 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
in line with government regula¬ 
tions. Officials in Saudi Arabia 
did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment. 

Turkish officials have said they 
fear a Saudi hit team killed and 
dismembered Khashoggi, who 
wrote critically of Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman. 
The kingdom has called such al¬ 
legations “baseless” but has not 
offered any evidence Khashoggi 
ever left the consulate. 

Such a search would be an ex¬ 
traordinary development, as em¬ 
bassies and consulates under the 


Vienna Convention are technically 
foreign soil and must be protected 
by host nations. 

Saudi Arabia may have agreed 
to the search in order to appease 
its Western allies and the interna¬ 
tional community. 

However, it remained unclear 
what evidence, if any, would re¬ 
main after nearly two weeks since 
the disappearance. As if to drive 
the point home, a cleaning crew 
with mops, trash bags and cartons 
of milk walked in past journalists 
waiting outside the consulate on 
Monday. 

President Donald Trump has 
said Saudi Arabia could face “se¬ 
vere punishment” if it was proven 
it was involved in Khashoggi’s 


disappearance. On Sunday, Saudi 
Arabia warned that if it “re¬ 
ceives any action, it will respond 
with greater action, and that the 
kingdom’s economy has an influ¬ 
ential and vital role in the global 
economy.” 

“The kingdom affirms its total 
rejection of any threats and at¬ 
tempts to undermine it, whether 
by threatening to impose eco¬ 
nomic sanctions, using political 
pressures or repeating false ac¬ 
cusations,” said the statement, 
carried by the state-run Saudi 
Press Agency. 

The statement did not elabo¬ 
rate. However, a column pub¬ 
lished in English a short time 
later by the general manager 


of the Saudi-owned Al-Arabiya 
satellite news network suggested 
Saudi Arabia could use its oil pro¬ 
duction as a weapon. 

Benchmark Brent crude is 
trading at about $80 a barrel, and 
Trump has criticized OPEC and 
Saudi Arabia over rising prices. 

Saudi media followed on from 
that statement in television broad¬ 
casts and newspaper front pages 
Monday. 

Among them, the Arabic-lan- 
guage daily Okaz wrote a headline 
on Monday in English warning, 
“Don’t Test Our Patience.” It 
showed a clenched fist made of a 
crowd of people in the country’s 
green color. 



Photos by Niranjan Shrestha/AP 


Above: Family members of Nepalese guides cry as bodies of those killed on Gurja 
Himal mountain arrive at the teaching hospital in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Sunday. 

Below: A helicopter transports bodies of those killed on the mountain. 

Remote terrain slows recovery 
of 9 climbers’ bodies on peak 


Hopes for Brexit 
deal foiled over 
Ireland’s border 

By Raf Casert 
and Lorne Cook 

Associated Press 

LUXEMBOURG—Days ahead of a sum¬ 
mit once seen as the moment Britain and 
the European Union would have to reach 
a Brexit deal, both sides are still staring 
at each other over the question of the Irish 
border, refusing to blink. 

A flurry of diplomatic meetings over the 
weekend had raised hopes for an agree¬ 
ment, only to be disappointed by the issue 
that has dogged the talks for months — how 
to ensure no hard border is created between 
the EU’s Ireland and Britain’s Northern Ire¬ 
land once Brexit happens on March 29. 

The EU has proposed keeping Northern 
Ireland in a customs union to avoid a hard 
border between it and Ireland. The fear is 
that such a border could revive tensions be¬ 
tween Northern Ireland’s pro-Irish Catho¬ 
lic and pro-U.K. Protestant communities, in 
which more than 3,700 people died over 30 
years of “troubles” ending in 1998. 

Britain says it will accept that plan only if 
it is temporary and does not hive off North¬ 
ern Ireland permanently from the rest of the 
U.K. in terms of customs arrangements. 

British Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
spokesman, James Slack, said Monday that 
negotiations are stuck because the EU “con¬ 
tinues to insist on the possibility of a cus¬ 
toms border down the Irish Sea,” a move it 
feels will effectively split up the U.K., which 
is made up of England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 

The acrimony means it is almost impos¬ 
sible that EU leaders will reach a deal at 
their summit, which begins Wednesday and 
had long been pegged as the date by which 
an agreement should be reached. The Brit¬ 
ish and EU parliaments need to approve 
any deal, a process that could take months, 
ahead of the official exit in March. 

“Whether we do this week or not, who 
knows?” British Foreign Secretary Jeremy 
Hunt told reporters in Luxembourg, where 
EU foreign ministers are meeting. 

If Britain leaves the EU without an 
agreement on future relations, there could 
be chaos — tariffs would go up on trade, 
airlines could no longer have permits to fly 
between the two sides and freight could be 
lined up for miles at the borders as customs 
checks are restored overnight. 

To avoid that, the prospect of an extra 
meeting in November was raised, but only 
if there was decisive progress this week. 


By Binaj Gurubacharya 
and Emily Schmall 

Associated Press 

KATHMANDU, Nepal — Rescuers ham¬ 
pered by difficult, remote terrain took two 
days to recover the bodies of nine climbers, 
including one of the world’s best, who hoped 
to map a new route to a Himalayan peak 
in Nepal that hasn’t been scaled in eight 
years. 

Local police Chief Bir Bahadur Bu- 
damagar said a group of villagers reached 
the climbers’ campsite on Saturday on 
Gurja Himal, a less popular but pristine 
mountain in the shadow of Dhaulagiri, the 
world’s seventh-highest peak and a day’s 
walk from the nearest village. 

The climbers included Kim Chang-ho, the 
first South Korean to summit all 14 Hima¬ 
layan peaks over 26,000 feet without using 
supplemental oxygen, who was leading the 
expedition with four other South Koreans 
and four Nepalese guides. 

Wangchu Sherpa, of the Trekking 
Camp Nepal agency in Kathmandu, which 
equipped and organized the expedition, 
said since achieving the feat in 2013, Kim 
had been concentrating on climbing routes 
that hadn’t been tried before. 

Nepal offers hundreds of mountains to 
climb, and mountaineers generally choose 
those where the routes and conditions are 



well known. Only 30 climbers have ever 
reached the peak of the 23,590-foot Gurja 
Himal, government tourism director Suren- 
dra Thapa said, and Kim was not among 
them. 

Many climbers are discouraged from the 
mountain at least in part because of a legal 
requirement to have at least three trained 
Nepalese guides along to receive a permit, 
Thapa said. 


Merkel ally bullish 
despite results of 
Bavarian elections 

By Geir Moulson 
and Frank Jordans 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — Smarting from the loss of 
his party’s absolute majority in Bavaria’s 
state parliament, a prominent ally of Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel dismissed specula¬ 
tion Monday over his future and insisted 
he would work to keep supporting the Ger¬ 
man leader’s national government. 

Both of Merkel’s partners in an unhappy 
“grand coalition” of Germany’s traditional 
major parties lost significant ground in 
Sunday’s vote in one of the country’s most 
important states. 

Party leaders appeared keen to maintain 
discipline ahead of another state election 
in two weeks in neighboring Hesse. 

Interior Minister Horst Seehofer told 
reporters his conservative Christian So¬ 
cial Union “will play our part... so that the 
‘grand coalition’ can steadily continue to 
do its work.” 

His CSU is the Bavaria-only sister to 
Merkel’s Christian Democratic Union. 

Seehofer’s conservative party received 
37.2 percent of the vote, down from 47.7 
percent five years ago. Sunday’s result was 
its worst performance since 1950 in a state 
vote in Bavaria, which it has traditionally 
dominated. 

Some in the party have blamed Seehofer, 
69, for the result and hinted he should re¬ 
sign — a suggestion he appeared to reject. 

“I won’t hold a discussion about my posi¬ 
tion,” he said. 

Seehofer insisted that his party still 
has “a special role in Germany’s political 
landscape.” 

The CSU is tipped to partner with the 
Free Voters, a local conservative rival, to 
form a government in Munich. 

The center-left Social Democrats, who 
only reluctantly joined Merkel’s national 
coalition earlier this year, received just 9.7 
percent of the vote, less than half what they 
got in 2013 — their worst in Bavaria since 
World War II. 

The big winners of the election were 
the environmentalist Greens, who came 
second, and the far-right Alternative for 
Germany, which entered the state legis¬ 
lature. It now sits in 15 of Germany’s 16 
state parliaments, as well as the national 
parliament. 
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OPINION _ 

Israel, Saudis brazen in the Trump era 


By Jackson Diehl 

The Washington Post 

W hen Donald Trump was un¬ 
expectedly elected president, 
two nations in the Middle East 
that had been particularly ag¬ 
grieved by the policies of the Obama ad¬ 
ministration rushed to take advantage. 
They were Saudi Arabia and Israel — and 
they succeeded beyond their wildest 
expectations. 

In a matter of months, Trump reversed 
Barack Obama’s strategy of encouraging 
a regional equilibrium of power between 
Sunni Saudi Arabia and Shiite Iran, sid¬ 
ing unequivocally with the Saudis. He also 
abandoned decades of U.S. attempts to 
balance Israeli interests with those of the 
Palestinians. He tore up the Iran nuclear 
deal, moved the U.S. Embassy in Israel to 
Jerusalem and cut off aid for Palestinian 
refugees. 

Trump and his supporters argued that 
this radical shift would lead to Mideast 
breakthroughs that eluded the Obama ad¬ 
ministration, including a settlement of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict that the Saudis 
would help to broker. His son-in-law and 
Middle East point man, Jared Kushner, 
talked expansively both of forging that “ul¬ 
timate deal” and of an “Arab NATO” to roll 
back Iranian influence across the region. 

Today, those ambitions have been re¬ 
vealed as the misguided fantasies they 
always were. The disappearance and al¬ 
leged murder of Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi inside the Saudi Consulate in 
Istanbul has exposed the real return on 
Trump’s gambits: a string of reckless acts 
by the Saudis and Israelis that have made 
the region more rather than less unstable. 

The leaders of the two countries, Mo¬ 
hammed bin Salman and Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu, have given Trump what he most 
craves: syncophantic support. On sub¬ 


stance, however, they have done next to 
nothing to reciprocate unilateral Trump 
concessions such as the embassy move or 
the resumption of U.S. support for Saudi 
bombing in Yemen. Netanyahu expanded 
West Bank settlements and rejected confi¬ 
dence-building steps with the Palestinians. 
The Saudis, predictably, have failed to de¬ 
liver on the $110 billion in arms purchases 
Trump boasted about last year. 

This being the Middle East — a far more 
ruthless theater than the New York real es¬ 
tate market — both countries have exploit¬ 
ed Trump’s indulgence to the hilt, taking 
actions they never would have dared under 
Obama or any other previous president. 
Netanyahu’s government supported a new 
law that makes non-Jews second-class citi¬ 
zens; it has put pressure on critical nongov¬ 
ernmental organizations and press outlets. 
Last week it was detaining a visa-holding 
American student because she belonged to 
a pro-Palestinian campus group. 

Netanyahu, to be sure, is a cautious 
statesman; his exploits pale beside those of 
the 33-year-old Mohammed. Since wooing 
Trump with a sword dance in Riyadh last 
year, the callow crown prince has launched 
a blockade of neighboring Qatar, though 
doing so undermined the promised Sunni 
front against Iran; abducted the pro-Amer¬ 
ican Lebanese prime minister and forced 
him to resign on Saudi TV; dropped Amer¬ 
ican-supplied bombs on civilian targets in 
Yemen, including a bus full of children, 
thus implicating the United States in what 
the United Nations has described as possi¬ 
ble war crimes; and sanctioned Canada for 
criticizing the regime’s human rights re¬ 
cord, including its imprisonment of women 
who advocated the right to drive. 

None of this has troubled Trump. On the 
contrary, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
last month met a congressional mandate 
by certifying — against the judgment of 


the State Department’s own experts — that 
the Saudis were taking adequate steps to 
avoid civilian casualties in Yemen. 

Given that record, and Trump’s labeling 
of news organizations such as The Wash¬ 
ington Post as the “enemy of the people,” 
it stands to reason that Mohammed might 
have concluded he could abduct or even kill 
Khashoggi, who was living in the Washing¬ 
ton region and writing regularly for The 
Post, without serious consequence. Tragi¬ 
cally, he may yet be proved right. Trump, 
who took six days to respond to Khashoggi’s 
disappearance, is now promising “severe 
punishment,” but he also called relations 
with the regime “excellent” and said he 
does not want to scrap those elusive mili¬ 
tary sales. 

Still, as many have already discovered, 
an alliance with Trump rarely ends well. 
Even before Khashoggi’s disappearance, 
outrage over Yemen had created an un¬ 
usual bipartisan coalition in Congress, 
which conditioned further military aid to 
Saudi Arabia. As the reaction to Khashoggi 
swelled, 22 senators divided between the 
parties signed a letter to Trump trigger¬ 
ing a mandatory investigation of sanctions 
under the Global Magnitsky Act, which 
punishes human rights abuses. Bob Cork¬ 
er, the Republican chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations committee, said that if 
Saudi complicity is confirmed, it would 
“drop [relations] off the cliff.” 

If Netanyahu believes he has nothing 
to worry about, he is not reading the polls 
showing a huge gap in support for Israel 
opening up between Republicans and 
Democrats. Like Mohammed, he seems to 
be betting that Trumpism will prevail in 
Washington indefinitely — and that there 
will be no reckoning for the outrages com¬ 
mitted under its umbrella. 


Jackson Diehl is deputy editorial page editor of 
The Post. He is an editorial writer specializing in 
foreign affairs and writes a biweekly column. 


Veterans working for Riyadh have much to consider 


By Fred Hiatt 

The Washington Post 


U 
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"hy do you work for a 
r murderer?” 

Increasingly, it seems 
that is a question many 
Americans should be preparing them¬ 
selves to answer. 

Each year, Saudi Arabia employs, 
through consultants or otherwise, a host 
of retired American generals, diplomats, 
intelligence experts and others. Until now, 
they could assure themselves this was a 
win-win: lucrative for them, to be sure, but 
also enhancing mutual understanding with 
an important U.S. ally. 

Now, as more and more evidence im¬ 
plicates Saudi Arabia’s de facto ruler, 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, in 
the reported murder of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi on Saudi diplomatic property 
in Istanbul, the equation has changed. 

So how might, say, a retired Air Force 
colonel explain his work when his daugh¬ 
ter asks, “Daddy, why do you work for a 
murderer?” 

“Well, it helps to pay your future college 
tuition,” he might answer. “And besides, 
I finally get to fly business class. Riyadh 
is no picnic, but they always spring for a 
couple of nights in a five-star hotel in Lon¬ 
don or Abu Dhabi on the way over and the 
way back. ... And if I don’t do it, someone 
else will.” 

This, essentially, is President Donald 
Trump’s answer, at least so far. Yes, the 
Saudis may have committed a monstrous 
crime. But, the president said, “They’re 
spending $110 billion purchasing military 
equipment and other things. If we don’t sell 


it to them, they’ll say, ‘Well, thank you very 
much. We’ll buy it from Russia.’” 

To an ethically challenged businessman, 
that may be nothing but common sense. To 
a patriot, the argument is self-evidently 
misbegotten. If the United States is willing 
to sacrifice its moral standing for $110 bil¬ 
lion (most of which will never materialize, 
but never mind that), why should any na¬ 
tion ever look to it for leadership? 

Watching his daughter try to process 
his justification, the retired colonel under¬ 
stands what Trump does not: No salary, no 
military contract, could compensate for 
the loss of the world’s respect. So he tries 
again. 

“You see,” he says, “we need Saudi Ara¬ 
bia’s help to stand up to the really bad actor 
in the region — Iran.” 

“Oh,” she says, hoping this answer will 
be more satisfying. “What makes Iran so 
bad?” 

“Well, they don’t let their people express 
themselves freely, or practice the religion 
of their choice, or even dress the way they 
want,” the colonel replies. 

“And Saudi Arabia does?” 

“Well ” he answers. “No. Not exactly. 
But Iran also does terrible things in its 
neighborhood — fighting in Syria, interfer¬ 
ing in Lebanon.” 

By now, she is almost afraid to ask. “And 
Saudi Arabia ... ?” 

The colonel, thinking about Saudi war 
crimes in Yemen — the busloads of chil¬ 
dren blown up, the 400,000 children suf¬ 
fering from malnutrition, the worst cholera 
epidemic in modern history — falls silent. 

Falls silent, and maybe reflects. On the 
enormity of what happened in Istanbul. 
On the extraordinary brazenness of this 


crime, even in an era when norms are 
eroding as the United States abdicates its 
role as leader of the free world. 

The colonel thinks about Khashoggi, a 
peaceable, passionate man who, it hap¬ 
pens, turns 60 this weekend. A man who 
loves his country, but exiled himself from 
it so he could write freely and, as he hoped, 
influence it to modernize in a constructive 
way. 

“To do otherwise would betray those 
who languish in prison,” he wrote last year. 
“I can speak when so many cannot. I want 
you to know that Saudi Arabia has not al¬ 
ways been as it is now. We Saudis deserve 
better.” 

The colonel shakes his head as he won¬ 
ders how such a man could come to be 
viewed by the crown prince as an enemy. 
How he could be lured to a Saudi diplomat¬ 
ic compound and then, if Turkish reports 
are correct, murdered and dismembered. 

And he thinks, Can I possibly work for 
such a regime, and still look at myself in 
the mirror each morning? 

Which is the question that we, as a na¬ 
tion, must ask ourselves now. Even if we 
still needed Saudi Arabia’s oil, which we do 
not; even if Saudi Arabia was a strong and 
principled ally in the region, which it is not; 
even if it helped push the Palestinians to¬ 
ward peace, or kept its promises in Yemen, 
or bought the weapons that Trump thinks 
it is going to buy. ... No matter what Saudi 
Arabia offered, could its supposed friend¬ 
ship be worth shrugging off the ensnaring 
and killing of a critic whose only offense 
was to tell the truth? 

Is that the country we want to be? 

Fred Hiatt is The Washington Post’s editorial page 
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Someone puts googly 
eyes on monument 

/•?% M SAVANNAH — A 
Georgia city is search¬ 
ing for a vandal who put googly 
eyes on a historic monument. 

A post on the City of Savannah 
Government Facebook page asks: 
“Who did this?! ... It may look 
funny but harming our historic 
monuments and public property 
is no laughing matter, in fact, it’s 
a crime.” 

Police spokeswoman Keturah 
Greene said police are investigat¬ 
ing the incident, reported Thurs¬ 
day, involving the Nathanael 
Greene Monument. 

Greene was a major general in 
the Continental Army during the 
Revolutionary War and is bur¬ 
ied in Johnson Square near his 
monument. 

10K illuminated books 
to pave street for night 

||i|| ANN ARBOR — A 
I w 11 Michigan street will be 
temporarily paved with 10,000 il¬ 
luminated books as part of a one- 
night public art installation. 

The University of Michigan 
Institute for the Humanities 
has invited Spain-based art col¬ 
lective Luzinterruptus to work 
with university and community 
groups to create the installation, 
titled “Literature vs. Traffic.” 
The event is part of the institute’s 
2018-19 theme “Humanities and 
Environments.” 

The installation will take eight 
days to create. Students and com¬ 
munity volunteers will work with 
the artists in the Ruthven Muse¬ 
ums Building to prepare books 
with LED lights. 

The display is planned Oct. 23 
from 5-11 p.m. 

Owner of rogue piglet 
found in traffic sought 

Riir AUGUSTA — Police 
I»I t in Maine’s capital 
city are looking for the owner of 
a 50-pound piglet that wore itself 
out while dodging traffic Satur¬ 
day evening after presumably 
escaping. 

The Portland Press Herald re¬ 
ported that Augusta police went 
door to door looking for the ani¬ 
mal’s owner without any luck. 

They said the pig is being cared 
for by a person familiar with 
farm animals until the owner can 
be found. 

4 men killed in shooting 
at child’s birthday party 

"PY TAFT — Investiga- 
I W tors said a party in 
South Texas to mark a toddler’s 
first birthday erupted in gunfire, 
leaving four men dead and a fifth 
wounded. 

The Texas Department of 
Public Safety said the shooting 
happened shortly after 5 p.m. 
Saturday in Taft, 12 miles north 
of Corpus Christi. Sgt. Nathan 
Brandley said an altercation 
erupted between two families at¬ 
tending the party and escalated 
into a deadly shooting. 

Brandley said two suspects are 
on the loose. 


Intruders set shelter 
dogs against each other 

AB HELENA-WEST HEL- 
ENA — Officials said 
intruders broke into an eastern 
Arkansas animal shelter and set 
several dogs against each other in 
what a shelter volunteer called “a 
bloodbath.” 

The incident happened Wednes¬ 
day night at the Humane Society of 
the Delta in Helena-West Helena. 

Human Society official Beth 
Florek said she got a call about 
2 a.m. Thursday from someone 
who reported noisy dogs. She said 
two dogs tore life-threatening ab¬ 
dominal, jaw and ear wounds in a 
third. 

Florek said four dogs were in¬ 
jured and that it was the third time 
in four years that someone had 
broken in and injured animals. 

Naked, intoxicated man 
arrested at theme park 

UA WILLIAMSBURG — 
VM Police in Virginia said 


they arrested an intoxicated man 
who was running around a theme 
park parking lot naked, trying to 
enter vehicles. 

James City County Deputy Po¬ 
lice Chief Steve Rubino told the 
Daily Press that bystanders at 
Busch Gardens corralled the man, 
who is a member of the Navy, until 
an officer arrived Friday night. 

He said the man, 21, fought the 
officer and bystanders and at¬ 
tempted to run away. Rubino said 
the officer used a stun gun on the 
man, who was taken to a hospital 
because he was intoxicated. 

The man, who wasn’t immedi¬ 
ately identified, has five arrest 
warrants pending, including a 
charge of felony assault on a law 
enforcement officer. Rubino said 
the man is stationed in Norfolk. 

Man accused of killing 
girlfriend, burying body 

it ^ PHOENIX — A Phoe- 
nix man is accused of 
fatally shooting his girlfriend and 
putting her body in a gun safe 


that he welded shut and buried in 
the desert. 

Paul Palandri, 59, was jailed 
following his arrest Thursday on 
suspicion of second-degree mur¬ 
der in the 2016 killing of Jana Van 
Sickle, 51. Police said Van Sickle 
told a friend that Palandri was 
bad for her and that she planned 
to break up with him. 

Van Sickle’s body was found on 
the Gila River Indian Communi¬ 
ty after the gun safe was spotted 
after being partially exposed by 
wild animals digging. 

Police said Palandri denied 
killing Van Sickle but a witness 
recently reported hearing him 
say he’d killed her. 

Deputy crashes car into 
house during chase 

H BODEGA BAY — Au- 
thorities said a deputy’s 
patrol car slammed into a house 
and burst into flames during a 
chase that reached speeds of 100 
mph in Northern California. 

The Sonoma County Sheriff’s 
Office said the deputy is expected 


to recover from injuries sustained 
in the fiery crash before dawn 
Sunday in Bodega Bay. 

The Santa Rosa Press Demo¬ 
crat reported that flames en¬ 
gulfed the car and the house. The 
deputy was able to free himself, 
and he and another deputy got ev¬ 
eryone safely out of the house. 

Projects designed to 
aid brown pelicans 

■ it BATON ROUGE, — Of- 
ficials in the Pelican 
State are designing two projects 
to shore up coastal islands, aim¬ 
ing to improving nesting grounds 
for its namesake brown pelicans. 

The Advocate reported Loui¬ 
siana got $148 million following 
2010’s Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
to improve coastal rookeries. 

The projects would aid Rabbit 
Island in southwest Louisiana’s 
Cameron Parish and fill an area 
around Queen Bess Island in 
Barataria Bay that’s turned to 
open water. 

From wire reports 
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‘A new first’ 


After playing bigger-than-life characters in shows such as 
‘Firefly’ and ‘Castle,’ Nathan Fillion is a small-town guy 
pursuing his dream of being a police officer in The Rookie’ 


By Luaine Lee 
Tribune News Service 

Although he hit pay dirt with his success¬ 
ful series “Castle,” actor Nathan Fillion is 
starting all over again. 

In his new role on ABC’s “The Rookie,” he 
plays a rookie cop. And not just any novice. 
He’s the oldest recruit on the Los Angeles 
Police Department — a 40-year-old who has 
decided to reinvent himself by taking on one 
of the toughest jobs in the city. 

It was a no-brainer, says Fillion, of the show 
pich by executive producer Alexi Hawley. 

Hawley had served as executive producer 
on 22 of the “Castle” episodes. “I know I can 
bank on Alexi,” says Fillion. “We’ve worked 
together before with tremendous success. 
We’ve had a lovely time working together.” 

So confident was he in Hawley that Fillion 
took the job before the script was written. 
“That was new for me, a new a first,” says the 
actor, who also has had roles in TV’s “Fire¬ 
fly,” “Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” “Desperate 
Housewives,” “Two Guys, a Girl and a Pizza 
Place” and scores of voice-overs. 

“Here I am at 47 years old, still experienc¬ 
ing firsts,” he says, grinning. “I love it. All 
the right ingredients were there. All the aus¬ 
pices were there. It’s everything we need for 
a successful show. I feel pretty smart saying 
yes to this one. I really do. Does that sound 
weird?” 

Fillion says he knows what it’s like to be 


a greenhorn. “My first rookie experience, I 
was on a soap opera. I think if there is any 
kind of intense training for acting, daytime 
drama is what that is. You make a 44-minute 
program every day of the week, sometimes 
more than that. ... It’s hard work. But by the 
end of it, you are ready to attack anything. 

“Not a day goes by in this career of mine 
where I don’t use something I learned on the 
soap in front of or behind the camera. It has 
been the most valuable experience of my ca¬ 
reer,” he says. 

Hawley says it was producer Mark Gordon 
who came up with the idea for “The Rookie.” 
“I got a phone call from Mark Gordon, basi¬ 
cally saying that they had the life rights to a 
guy who had changed his life and come out 
to L.A. to be the oldest rookie in the LAPD, 
and was I interested in putting together that 
show? And I don’t have to tell you how hard it 
is to find a fresh way in — especially to a cop 
show in 2018,” he says. 

“... Then that very quickly became a con¬ 
versation about whether Nathan would be 
interested in being that rookie. I was fearful 
that he didn’t want to work so hard again so 
quickly after ‘Castle.’ ” 

But Fillion was excited to work that hard, 
though he admits the stunts can be debilitat¬ 
ing for a guy on the slippery side of 45. “Lis¬ 
ten, I’m at the point in my life where, if I can 
have a stunt guy run down the street for me, 
these knees will appreciate it. They really 
do,” he says. 


Portman calls for 
action at women’s 
Hollywood luncheon 

Natalie Portman took a flame¬ 
thrower to the patriarchy. George 
Clooney admonished what he 
called the Trump administration’s 
culture of fear. And host Jenifer 
Lewis spared no one, from Me¬ 
lania Trump and Kanye West to 
Supreme Court Justices Clarence 
Thomas and Brett Kavanaugh. 

Nothing was off the table at Va¬ 
riety magazine’s Power of Women 
luncheon held Oct. 12 in Beverly 
Hills, Calif., almost exactly a 
year since The New York Times 
and The New Yorker published 
accounts from dozens of women 
alleging sexual misconduct by 
the once-powerful movie mogul 
Harvey Weinstein. 

In a commanding 15-minute 
speech, Oscar-winning actress 
Portman addressed the under¬ 
representation of women in all 
industries and laid out guidelines 
to incite change, such as donating 
to Time’s Up, opting against de¬ 
picting violence against women 
in films and hiring women for 
positions they’re not typically 
considered for. She was being 
recognized for her humanitar¬ 
ian efforts in co-founding Time’s 
Up, a legal defense fund that was 
created following the rise of the 
#MeToo movement to address 
and combat inequality in the 
workplace. 



Jordan Strauss, Invision/AP 

“Be embarrassed if everyone in 
your workplace looks like you,” 
Natalie Portman said Friday. 

“Be embarrassed if everyone 
in your workplace looks like you,” 
Portman said. 

Clooney, who announced him¬ 
self as “Amal’s husband,” struck a 
more serious tone in discussing a 
time where fear is capitalized on 
— “fear of Muslims, fear of immi¬ 
grants, fear of minorities, fear of 
strong women.” 

“Are we really scared of all the 
things that actually make Amer¬ 
ica great? And if the answer is 
yes, then we’ll have history to an¬ 
swer to,” Clooney said. “After all 
the jokes, and insults, and reality 
show frenzy, what will be remem¬ 
bered, what will stand the test of 
time is holding responsible these 
wolves in wolves’ clothing.” 

From The Associated Press 


‘Venom,’ ‘Star Is Born’ still top films 


Associated. Press 

The Neil Armstrong film “First Man” landed 
in third place at the North American box office 
in its opening weekend in theaters. “First Man” 
and a host of newcomers, like the family-friendly 
“Goosebumps” sequel and the neo-noir mystery 
“Bad Times at the El Royale,” couldn’t unseat 
last week’s top two films, “Venom” and “A Star Is 
Bom,” which again took first and second place. 

Studios estimated Sunday that “First Man,” 
starring Ryan Gosling and directed by Damien 
Chazelle, earned $16.5 million in North America 
and $25 million worldwide. That was on par with 
expectations, but not an eye-popping number for a 
space epic that cost nearly $60 million to produce. 

Sony Pictures estimated that “Venom,” based on 
a comic book, added $35.7 million in ticket sales, 
down 56 percent from its first weekend, to repeat 
at No. 1. The film has earned $142.8 million to date 
from North American theaters. 

Bradley Cooper’s “A Star Is Born” continued to 
ride a wave of goodwill and awards buzz into its 
second weekend, adding $28 million to bring its 
domestic gross to $94.2 million. 

Fourth place went to “Goosebumps 2: Haunted 
Halloween,” which took in $16.2 million, while 
“Bad Times at the El Royale” debuted in seventh 
place with $7.2 million. 

Fleetwood Mac disputes lawsuit 

Fleetwood Mac disputes allegations in a lawsuit 
filed by Lindsey Buckingham for kicking him off 
the band’s new tour. In a statement, band spokes¬ 
person Kristen Foster says, “Fleetwood Mac looks 
forward to their day in court.” 

In the suit, the guitarist and songwriter is seek¬ 
ing his share of tour income because he says he 


still wants to and is able to perform. 

The suit names bandmates Mick Fleetwood, Ste¬ 
vie Nicks, Christine McVie and John McVie. 

Buckingham claims he was told five days after 
the group appeared at Radio City Music Hall in 
January that the band would tour without him. He 
says he would have been paid at least $12 million 
for his share of the tour proceeds. 

The tour began Oct. 3. 

Other news 

■ The Beatles’ psychedelic masterwork “Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band” has been 
named the most popular British album in history. 
The Official Charts Company said Oct. 13 that 
the band’s 1967 classic is Britain’s favorite album 
based on physical sales, downloads and streams 
in the U.K. The album found the four mates from 
Liverpool at their most experimental and inven¬ 
tive and includes favorites like “With a Little Help 
from My Friends” and “A Day in the Life.” The 
album came ahead of Adele’s “21,” which finished 
second, and the 1995 Oasis album “(What’s the 
Story) Morning Glory?” 

■ Rapper Yella Beezy has been hospitalized 
after being shot while driving on a highway in 
Texas. Police tell The Dallas Morning News the 
rapper, whose real name is Deandre Conway, was 
driving in Lewisville early Sunday when someone 
in a vehicle pulled up next to him and opened fire. 
He was struck three times. No arrests have been 
made. 

■ Antonella Barba, a former contestant on 
“American Idol” and “Fear Factor,” was arrested 
Oct. 11 in Norfolk, Va., and charged with distribut¬ 
ing more than 100 grams of heroin. Barba, of New 
Jersey, reached the top 16 on “American Idol” in 
2007 and competed on “Fear Factor” in 2012. 
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tinrl SlYinfAllOfl 2019 Lincoln Nautilus boosts 
livlf Cl IIU llll|fl WCll fuel economy, safety features 


By Mark Phelan 

Detroit Free Press 

SANTA BARBARA, Calif, 
enamed, restyled and significant¬ 
ly improved, the 2019 Lincoln 
Nautilus will offer loads more 
standard safety equipment and 
significantly better fuel economy when it 
replaces the MKX midsize SUV in dealer¬ 
ships this month. 

Lincoln has struggled for years to get 
buyers’ attention, due to a small and some¬ 
what forgettable product line. The Nau¬ 
tilus’ simple, memorable name and new 
front styling consistent with the wildly 
popular Navigator big SUV should help 
with those problems. In addition to the 
grille, the Nautilus’ hood, headlights and 
fenders with Continental-style nameplates 
are new. The rest of the body is unchanged 
from the MKX. 

The Nautilus competes with five-pas¬ 
senger luxury SUVs including the Cadillac 
XT5 and Lexus RX. Prices start at $40,340, 
below the XT5 and RX, base-priced at 
$41,695 and $43,570, respectively. 

I spent a day driving Nautiluses on the 
hills and highways of California’s Central 
Coast. Most of my time was at the wheel of 
a 335-horsepower V-6 Nautilus AWD Re¬ 
serve that cost $65,120. All prices exclude 
destination charges. 

Black Label magic 

The Nautilus is quiet, smooth and luxuri¬ 
ous — particularly in top-of-the-line Black 


Label trim. Black Label prices start at 
$56,895 for a front-wheel drive mode with 
a 2.0-liter engine. Black Label accounted 
for about 5 percent of MKX sales. 

Based on my time in a $65,640 Black 
Label with all-wheel drive, V-6 and the 
Chalet color scheme, that may rise in the 
Nautilus. The Chalet interior has white 
leather seats perforated in a pattern rem¬ 
iniscent of Lincoln’s star badge, black 
leather on the dash and console and striped 


2019 Lincoln Nautilus 



Base price range: $40,340-$59,390 
Price as tested: $65,120 (Nautilus Reserve 
AWD; excluding destination charges) 
Powertrain: 2.7-liter twin-turbo V-6 
Transmission: Eight-speed automatic 
Power/torque: 335 horsepower/380 
pound-feet 

EPA fuel economy rating: 18 mpg city/27 

highway/21 combined 

Towing capacity: 3,500 pounds 


TNS 


wood trim. 

The Nautilus has plenty of passenger 
room, storage bins and an exceptionally 
accommodating cargo compartment. Ac¬ 
tive noise cancellation, acoustic-laminated 
rear side windows and other insulators 
keep the interior quiet at highway speed 
and over rough surfaces. 

The blue and gray Nautilus Reserve I 
drove first was roomy and comfortable, 
but immediately forgettable once I got into 
the Black Label Chalet. 

All Nautiluses have a touch screen that 
includes Android Auto and Apple CarPlay. 
The infotainment system also uses Ap- 
pLink to work with Waze navigation, Ama¬ 
zon’s Alexa and more. 

Latest safety features 

The Nautilus is the first vehicle with Lin¬ 
coln’s CoPilot360 package, which includes 
effective safety features such as pedestri¬ 
an detection, automatic front emergency 
braking, automatic high beams and blind 
spot alert. 

Other available safety and driver assis¬ 
tance features include adaptive cruise con¬ 
trol and lane centering. In combination, 
they take much of the work out of highway 
driving. 

The Nautilus is the first Lincoln with 
evasive steering assist. It increases the 
boost to the power steering system when 
the Nautilus’ radar determines a collision 
is imminent and the driver begins to turn 
the wheel. The object is to make the car 
react more quickly, avoiding or reducing 


the accident’s severity. Evasive steering 
assist works in conjunction with the auto¬ 
matic emergency braking. 

Happily, I didn’t experience either of 
those features during my drive, but the 
ACC and lane centering worked unobtru¬ 
sively and effectively. Owners will almost 
certainly appreciate them during long 
drives. 

New transmission 

All Nautiluses have a new eight-speed au¬ 
tomatic transmission that’s quick, smooth 
and improves fuel economy substantially. 

A new 250-hp 2.0L engine replaces the 
303-hp 3.7L V-6 that was the MKX’s base 
power plant. The 2.0L Nautilus’ fuel econ¬ 
omy increases 3 mpg in combined city and 
highway driving with the 2.0L and eight- 
speed versus the 3.7L V-6 and six-speed 
transmission. 

An optional 335-hp 2.7L V-6 carries over 
from the MKX, but the eight-speed im¬ 
proves that EPA rating too, adding 2 mpg 
testing for mpg city, highway and com¬ 
bined driving. 

In AWD models with either engine, the 
engine disconnects from the prop shaft 
to the rear axle when there’s no wheel 
spin. That reduces friction and helps fuel 
economy. 

The Nautilus isn’t intended to be a 
sporty vehicle, but the AWD 2.7L I drove 
had plenty of power to climb hills and pass 
on highways. The steering was linear and 
well-weighted. I used the sport mode for 
most of my driving. 
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Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
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Interglobal Shipping GmbH 

Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada 
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings 
Contact your Pro's at the Docks today!!! 
info@interglobalshipping.de, 
www.interglobalshipping.de 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Sears files for bankruptcy after years of turmoil 



By Rachel Siegel 

The Washington Post 

Sears, a onetime titan of Amer¬ 
ican retail, filed for bankruptcy 
ahead of a $134 million debt pay¬ 
ment due Monday and announced 
that it will close 142 stores. 

For years, Sears has contended 
with the threat that it would be¬ 
come the latest big-name retailer 
to fall to online competition and 
crushing debt. The icon once 
known for its pristine catalogs, and 
more recently known for decrepit 
showrooms and a controversial 
chief executive, saw its stock price 
plunge last week after reports that 
it had hired an advisory firm to 
prepare a bankruptcy filing ahead 
of the Oct. 15 payment. 

Early Monday morning, Sears 
announced it had filed for Chap¬ 
ter 11 bankruptcy — which would 
allow it to reorganize and pos¬ 
sibly to re-emerge from bank¬ 
ruptcy with some part of the 
business intact — and received 
commitments for $300 million in 
debtor-in-possession financing to 
carry through the bankruptcy pe¬ 
riod while it restructures its debt 
and reorganizes its business. The 
company is negotiating an addi¬ 
tional $300 million in financing 
from ESL Investments, a hedge 
fund run by Sears’ former chief 
executive, Eddie Lampert. ESL 
Investments is also Sears’ largest 
stockholder and creditor. 

“The intention is to bring the 
company out on the other side,” a 
person familiar with the negotia- 
tionstold The Post on Friday. 

The stock price was 41 cents 
per share in pre-market trading 
Monday morning — up from Fri¬ 
day’s closing price of 34 cents. 

Sears will close 142 unprofit¬ 
able stores near the end of this 
year, with liquidation sales at 
those stores expected to begin 


soon. It was not immediately 
clear where those stores are lo¬ 
cated or how many jobs would be 
affected. Those store closings are 
in addition to 46 others that were 
expected by next month. 

As part of the transition, Sears 
also will undergo a series of lead¬ 
ership and board changes. Lam¬ 
pert has stepped down from his 
role as chief executive and will 
remain chairman of the board. 
The company created an Office 
of the Chief Executive — respon¬ 
sible for day-to-day operations 
— that will be filled by three of¬ 
ficers. The company also has 
formed a committee to oversee 
the restructuring process. 

The company said it will con¬ 
tinue payments of employee 
wages and benefits, honor mem¬ 
ber programs and pay its vendors 
and suppliers. Customers should 
expect loyalty programs to con¬ 
tinue uninterrupted. 

“As we look toward the holiday 
season, Sears and Kmart stores 
remain open for business and 
our dedicated associates look 
forward to serving our members 
and customers,” Lampert said in 


a statement. 

Lampert’s hedge fund, ESL 
Investments, said it consistently 
had believed that restructuring 
the company’s finances could 
have been achieved best outside a 
court-run bankruptcy process. In 
April and August, ESL present¬ 
ed proposals to acquire certain 
Sears assets, followed by a broad¬ 
er September plan for real estate 
transactions and asset sales. 

Ultimately, it was not possible 
to achieve a successful restruc¬ 
turing outside a Chapter 11 bank¬ 
ruptcy process, ESL said. 

“ESL believes that supervision 
by a judge will enable creditors to 
address any issue among them ac¬ 
cording to a clear set of rules and 
permit the sale of certain assets 
through a court-approved auction 
process to maximize value,” the 
fund said in a statement. 

The 125-year-old retailer was 
hardly the first to crumble while 
saddled with cavernous show¬ 
rooms as e-commerce competi¬ 
tors soared. The company has 
roughly $5.6 billion in outstand¬ 
ing debt and has dwindled to 
about 820 Sears and Kmart stores, 


down from 2,000 five years ago. 
It already has sold off many of 
its brands, including Craftsman 
tools, and hasn’t turned a profit 
since 2010. Many of its most valu¬ 
able properties have been sold 
off, with the other half leased and 
offering little cost savings from 
rent restructurings since Sears 
already pays below-market rents. 

One bankruptcy expert de¬ 
scribed Sears’ downfall as “the 
slowest-moving train wreck.” 
But any movement toward bank¬ 
ruptcy seemed to gain momen¬ 
tum last week with reports that 
Sears had hired New-York based 
M-III Partners to prepare the 
filing. Sears recently added a re¬ 
structuring expert as a company 
director for an additional layer 
of guidance on how to navigate a 
bankruptcy filing. 

Still, it was unclear whether 
the company would attempt some 
other restructuring plan and 
whether Lampert would devise 
another plan to save the company 
he took over in 2013. 

In September, Lampert — 
Sears’ largest shareholder and 
creditor and the owner of the 
hedge-fund ESL Investments 
— asked creditors to refinance 
$1.1 billion in debt before the Oct. 
15 payment, according to a filing 
with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. He also called on the 
company to sell off $3.25 billion in 
real estate and assets. Those in¬ 
clude Sears Home Services and 
the company’s flagship Kenmore 
brand, which Lampert offered to 
buy in August for $400 million. 

Lampert has had a contro¬ 
versial tenure at Sears. Paula 
Rosenblum, co-founder of Re¬ 
tail Systems Research, wrote 
in Forbes that Lampert would 
emerge from a Sears bankruptcy 
as the least sympathetic victim 
and perhaps the largest benefi¬ 


ciary. Lampert learned long ago 
that he could make money from 
selling off some of the company’s 
signature brands, like Crafts¬ 
man tools and Lands End. Plus, 
in bankruptcy proceedings, the 
largest creditors become the 
owners of the new entity. 

Rosenblum told The Post that 
those with the most to lose from 
Sears’ end will be the workers 
who stand to lose their pensions 
and jobs. And malls and shopping 
centers will have to get creative 
about new ways to clinch foot 
traffic. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Oct. 16).$1.1898 

Dollar buys (Oct. 16).€0.8405 

British pound (Oct. 16).$1.35 

Japanese yen (Oct. 16).110.00 

South Korean won (Oct. 16).1,104.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound..$1.3143 

Canada (Dollar).1.3041 

China (Yuan).6.8835 

Denmark (Krone).6.4368 

Egypt (Pound).17.9179 

Euro.$1.1591/0.8628 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8371 

Hungary (Forint).278.86 

Israel (Shekel).3.6342 

Japan (Yen).111.74 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3031 

Norway (Krone).£.1581 

Philippines (Peso).54.04 

Poland (Zloty).3.71 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7523 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3761 

South Korea (Won).1,128.17 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9856 

Thailand (Baht).32.65 

Turkey (Lira).5.7911 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Federal funds market rate.2.18 

3-month bill.2.18 

30-year bond.3.31 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
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ROPY PARK, MY COLLEGeK/TUE ZONING BOARP PE- 
ROOMMATE, GENT M£ AN Y CLINES? TO COMMENT. GO 
EI/ITE TO TUE GRANP i / FILEP A FREEPOM OF 
. . INFORMATION ACT RE¬ 
QUEST. TURNG OUT 
TUE BUILPING WAG RE- 
ZONEP IN TUE PEAP OF 
NI&UT TO PERMIT A CAFE, 
JUGT POORE AFTER A 
NOSE PAYMENT FROM 
GOURCEG UNKNOWN LANPEP 
IN TUE ZONING C0MMIG- 
GIONER’G 3-YEAR-OLP 
\ fONE EAI/IN&E ACCOUNT 


AUV WE- W AVe 

AN ArAA^INC, [NE7ALLA710N 
CALl&P "YE* ANOTAtR 
(Ptd?? VUVO TH(VK5 
THT FLOOR, IS P RE-EEURt- 
Et-NSHiNt 



GUOULP I WRITE TUE 
EXPOGE BEFORE I Glt/E 
ROPY A CAFE-WARMING 
GIFT... OR AFTER? 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Mosque VIP 
5 Leer at 
9 “Evita” narrator 
121492 vessel 

13 Michele’s 
movie pal 

14 Meadow 

15 Minty Christmas 
treat 

17 Switch settings 

18 Lifeless 

19 Impudent 
21 Walks nervously 

24 Golf target 

25 “Once — a 
time ...” 

26 Cheese variety 

30 Felon’s flight 

31 Petrify 

32 Mode lead-in 

33 Pulpit figure 

35 No neatnik 

36 Be overly sweet 

37 Top grade 

38 Mirren of “The 
Queen” 

40 Ranch measure 

42 Salt Lake athlete 

43 Bakery purchase 

48 JFK info 

49 Modern money 

50 Make a scarf 

51 — Salvador 

10-16 

ZMK HCZ G HJMKUA YUNCF 

MRR CUU QJN HUGLN CRQNB 

HKYJ C HGICTUN LKAHUGAN? 

MMIGNB HCGA QJCF AMFN! 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: NICKNAME FOR A 
CERTAIN NATIVE AMERICAN GIRL HAVING 
EXTREMELY TIGHT LOCKS OF HAIR: CURLY 
SIOUX. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: H equals S 


52 Baseball’s Musial 

24 Frau’s mate 

53 “Ditto” 

26 Needing liniment 

27 Fannie — 

DOWN 

28 Matty of baseball 

1 Business mag 

29 Apprehends 

2 Soccer’s Hamm 

31 Candle holders 

3 Raggedy doll 

34 Pub order 

4 Enrage 

35 Dust particles 

5 Killer whale 

37 Wall St. wheeler- 

6 Incite 

dealer 

7 Run after K 

38 Colorations 

8 Ugly building 

39 Jazz singer 

9 Narrow escape 

James 

10 Coop group 

40 Mystique 

11 Not difficult 

41 “Let’s go!” 

16 “You bet!” 

44 Trench 

20 Boxing legend 

45 Literary 

21 Tabloid writing 

collection 

22 On — with 

46 Kipling lad 

23 Fess up 

47 Summer in Paris 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSlQfSTRIPES; 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 



SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 

Be aware of the common 
red flags. 


buy sight unseen and have 


through an agent using 


■ People saying Free Dog 



SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 



STARS^STRIPES. 

online at 


www. strip 





Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSK^STRI PES. 
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Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


* 


Deals 


Sunday’s transactions 

FOOTBALL 

Canadian Football League 
WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS - Released 
LB Jacob Firlotte, DE Marcell Frazier, WR 
Kenny Lawler, LB Kache Palacio and DB 
Robert Priester from the practice roster. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 
ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled C Joseph 
Blandisi from San Diego (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Assigned F 
Jayson Megnato Hershey (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

BOWLING GREEN - Fired football 
coach Mike Jinks. Named Carl Pelini in¬ 
terim football coach. 


College football 


AP Top 25 


The Top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press college football poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Oct. 13, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote, and previous 
ranking: 


Record Pts 
7-0 1524 

7-0 1457 

6- 0 1392 

7- 0 1355 

6-1 1244 


Pv 


1. Alabama (60) 

2. Ohio St. (1) 

3. Clemson 

4. Notre Dame 

5. LSU 

6. Michigan 

7. Texas 6-1 1144 9 

8. Georgia 6-1 1085 2 

9. Oklahoma 5-1 999 11 

10. UCF 6-0 979 10 

11. Florida 6-1 931 14 

12. Oregon 5-1 917 17 

13. West Virginia 5-1 700 6 

14. Kentucky 5-1 678 18 

15. Washington 5-2 640 7 

16. NC State 5-0 592 20 

17. Texas A&M 5-2 551 22 

18. Penn St. 4-2 523 8 

19. Iowa 5-1 266 NR 

20. Cincinnati 6-0 243 25 

21. South Florida 6-0 242 23 

22. Mississippi St. 4-2 231 24 

23. Wisconsin 4-2 226 15 

24. Michigan St. 4-2 199 NR 

25. Washington St. 5-1 136 NR 

Others receiving votes: Stanford 71, 

San Diego St. 53, Southern Cal 53, Appa¬ 
lachian St. 51, Colorado 49, Utah St. 38, 
Miami 38, Utah 33, Duke 17, Texas Tech 
8, Fresno St. 7, Houston 3, Maryland 2, 
Virginia 2. 

Coaches Top 25 

The Amway Top 25 football poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Oct. 13, total points based on 25 
points for first place through one point 
for 25th, and previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Alabama (61) 7-0 1597 1 

2. Ohio State (1) 7-0 1518 3 

3. Clemson (2) 

4. Notre Dame 

5. LSU 

6. Georgia 

7. Michigan 

8. Texas 

9. Central Florida 

10. Oklahoma 

11. Oregon 5-1 927 17 

12. Florida 6-1 918 16 

13. West Virginia 5-1 768 6 

14. Washington 5-2 682 7 

15. North Carolina State 5-0 637 19 

16. Penn State 4-2 604 8 

17. Kentucky 5-1 589 20 

18. Texas A&M 5-2 501 22 

19. Wisconsin 4-2 399 10 

20. South Florida 6-0 346 23 

21. Cincinnati 6-0 248 25 

22. Iowa 5-1 218 NR 

23. Washington State 5-1 211 NR 

24. Stanford 4-2 147 24 

25. Colorado 5-1 141 18 

Others receiving votes: Miami (Fla.) 

124; Mississippi State 110; Michigan 
State 98; San Diego State 71; Duke 60; Ap¬ 
palachian State 55; Utah State 33; Utah 
32; Southern California 25; Houston 7; 
Fresno State 6; South Carolina 5; Army 4; 
Auburn 4; Virginia 4; Iowa State 3; North 
Texas 3; Virginia Tech 3; Alabama at Bir¬ 
mingham 1; Boston College 1; Buffalo 1; 
Texas Tech. 


1408 

1303 

1163 


1019 


Pro basketball 

1 

Golf 

1 

Auto racing 

1 

Pro baseball 


Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Toronto 

Atlanta 

Charlotte 

Miami 

Orlando 

Washington 


Southeast Division 


Chicago 


Central Division 

cage 

Cleveland 
Detroit 
Indiana 
Milwaukee 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Southwest Division 

W L P 

Dallas 0 0 

Flouston 0 0 

Memphis 0 0 

New Orleans 0 0 

San Antonio 0 0 

Northwest Division 
Denver 0 0 

Minnesota 0 0 

Oklahoma City 0 0 

Portland 0 0 


Pacific Division 


Utah 

Golden State 

L.A. Clippers u u 

L.A. Lakers 0 0 

Phoenix 0 0 

Sacramento 0 0 

Tuesday’s games 
Philadelphia at Boston 
Oklahoma City at Golden State 
Wednesday's games 
Brooklyn at Detroit 
Memphis at Indiana 
Miami at Orlando 
Milwaukee at Charlotte 
Atlanta at New York 
Cleveland at Toronto 
New Orleans at Houston 
Minnesota at San Antonio 
Utah at Sacramento 
Dallas at Phoenix 
Denver at L.A. Clippers 

Thursday's games 
Chicago at Philadelphia 
Miami at Washington 
L.A. Lakers at Portland 

Friday’s games 
Charlotte at Orlando 
New York at Brooklyn 
Atlanta at Memphis 
Boston at Toronto 
Cleveland at Minnesota 
Sacramento at New Orleans 
Indiana at Milwaukee 
Golden State at Utah 
Oklahoma City at L.A. Clippers 


Pro soccer 


MLS 

Eastern Conference 

T Pts GF GA 


Atlanta United FC 20 
New York 20 

New York City FC 15 


Philadelphi 
Columbus 
D.C. United 
Montreal 
New England 
Toronto FC 
Chicago 
Orlando City 
We 


15 12 
13 10 
12 11 
13 15 


66 67 39 
65 60 33 
53 55 41 
50 48 46 
48 39 41 
44 56 49 
43 45 52 


9 12 11 38 47 51 

9 16 6 33 55 60 

8 17 7 31 47 59 

7 20 4 25 40 70 

'estern Conference 

T Pts GF GA 

9 57 51 39 


56 65 48 
53 56 38 

51 50 46 
50 45 33 
46 51 54 
45 61 60 
43 49 60 
36 46 65 
35 53 53 
27 34 62 


FC Dallas — . 

Los Angeles FC 16 8 

Sporting KC 15 8 

Portland 14 9 

Seattle 15 11 

Real Salt Lake 13 12 

LA Galaxy 12 11 

Vancouver 12 12 

Minnesota United 11 18 

Houston 9 15 

Colorado 7 19 _ 

San Jose 4 20 8 20 

Note: Three points for victory, on 
point for tie. 

Saturday, October 13 
Colorado 2, Minnesota United 0 
D.C. United 1, FC Dallas 0 
New England 2, Orlando City 0 
Wednesday, October 17 
Seattle at Orlando City 
Toronto FC at D.C. United 
Sporting Kansas City at Vancouver 
Thursday, O ' ' "" 


Women’s World Cup 
CONCACAF qualifying 

SEMIFINALS 
Winners qualify 
Sunday, Oct. 14 
At Frisco, Texas 

Canada 7, Panama 0 
United States 6, Jamaica 0 

THIRD PLACE 
Winner qualifies 

Loser advances to home-and-home 
playoff vs. Argentina 
Wednesday, Oct. 17 
At Frisco, Texas 
Panama vs. Jamaica 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
Wednesday, Oct. 17 
At Frisco, Texas 
Canada vs. United States 


SAS Championship 

Sunday 

At Prestonwood CC 
Cary, N.C. 

Purse: $2.1 million 
Yardage: 7,237; Par: 72 
Final 

Bernhard Langer, $315,000 62-67-65-194 
Scott Parel, $184,800 68-67-65-200 

Jerry Kelly, $151,200 66-67-68-201 

Tom Lehman, $126,000 62-70-71-203 

M. Angel Jimenez, $92,4( 

Gene Sauers, $92,400 
Scott Dunlap, $71,400 
Kirk Triplett, $71,400 
Doug Garwood, $56,700 
David Toms, $56,700 
Billy Andrade, $43,260 
Tom Gillis, $43,260 
Kent Jones, $43,260 
Kenny Perry, $43,260 
Tommy Tolies, $43,260 
Bob Estes, $34,650 
Vijay Singh, $34,650 
Glen Day, $29,610 
David McKenzie, $29,610 67-72-71-210 
Esteban Toledo, $29,610 70-70-70-210 

Michael Bradley, $23,310 71-73-67-211 
Paul Goydos, $23,310 69-70-72-211 

Colin Montgomerie, $23,31071-69-71-211 
Jeff Sluman, $23,310 71-70-70-211 

Kevin Sutherland, $23,310 70-73-68-211 


69- 67-68-204 
62-67-75-204 

67- 70-69-206 
71-66-69-206 

68- 68-71-207 

70- 68-69-207 

71- 65-72-208 

69- 70-69-208 

68- 70-70-208 
67-69-72-208 

69- 69-70-208 

71- 72-66-209 
69-71-69-209 

72- 71-67-210 


71-73-68-212 

i-73-73-212 

71-68-73-212 

70- 73-69-212 

71- 71-71-213 


73-69-71-213 

71-70-72-213 

71- 74-68-213 

72- 72-70-214 
71-74-69-214 


Stephen Ames, $18,690 
Olin Browne, $18,690 
Gary Hallberg, $18,690 
Wes Short, Jr., $18,690 
Tom Byrum, $14,840 
Gibby Gilbert III, $14,840 71-69-73-213 

Jeff Maggert, $14,840 70-73-70-213 

Tim Petrovic, $14,840 
Scott Verplank, $14,840 
Duffy Waldorf, $14,840 
Woody Austin, $12,285 
Billy Mayfair, $12,285 
Tommy Armour III, $10,71069-73-73-215 
Marco Dawson, $10,710 76-69-70-215 

David Frost, $10,710 70-72-73-215 

Scott McCarron, $10,710 73-70-72-215 

Jesper Parnevik, $10,710 70-69-76-215 

Clark Dennis, $9,030 69-73-74-216 

Brandt Jobe, $9,030 73-72-71-216 

Roger Rowland, $9,030 73-72-71-216 

British Masters 

Sunday 

At Walton Heath (Old Course) 
Surrey, England 
Purse: $3.48 million 
Yardage: 7,394; Par: 72 
Final 

Eddie Pepperell, England 67-69-71-72-279 
Alexander Bjork, Sweden 69-73-68-71-; 
Lucas Herbert, Australia 72-75-67-69-: 
Jordan Smith, England 
Sam Horsfield, England 
Tom Lewis, England 
Julian Suri, United States 70-71-69-74-; 
Justin Rose, England 74-72-69-70-; 

Oliver Farr, Wales 73-73-71-69-; 

Ricardo Gouveia, Portugal 76-70-72-68-; 

Li Haotong, China 73-74-69-70-; 

Gavin Green, Malaysia 69-78-68-71-; 
Andy Sullivan, England 69-72-73-72-; 
Tommy Fleetwood, England 67-77-70-72-; 
Lucas Bjerregaard, Denmark74-67-72-73-; 
Also 

Padraig Harrington, Ireland 73-74-71-70-; 
David Lipsky, United States 68-78-73-71-; 
Francesco Molinari, Italy 73-73-75-72-; 


71-69-70-73—: 

71-70-74-69—: 

70-73-71-70—: 


Tennis 


Ladies Linz 

Sunday 

At Tips Arena Linz 
Linz, Austria 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
Championship 

Camila Giorgi (5), Italy, def. Ekaterina 
Alexandrova, Russia, 6-3, 6-1. 

Doubles 

Championship 

Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, and Jo¬ 
hanna Larsson (3), Sweden, def. Raquel 
Atawo, United States, and Anna-Lena 
Groenefeld (1), Germany, 4-6, 6-4,10-5. 


AP sportlight 


Oct. 16 

1897 — Michigan beats Ohio State 34-0 
at Ann Arbor, the first meeting between 
theses storied rivals. 

1932 — After a 0-0 tie earlier in the 
season, the Green Bay Packers beat the 
Chicago Bears 2-0. 

1946 — Detroit’s Gordie Howe scores a 
goal and gets into two fights in his first 
NHL game. The Red Wings tie the Toronto 
Maple Leafs 3-3. 

1968 — Americans Tommie Smith and 
John Carlos give black power salutes 
during the medal ceremonies of the 200- 
meter race and are later banned for life 
from all Olympic competition by the IOC. 

1977 — The Minnesota Vikings beat 
the Chicago Bears 16-10 in overtime with 
the only successful fake field goal in NFL 
overtime. 


1000Bulbs.com 500 

NASCAR Monster Energy Cup 

At Talladega Superspeedway 
Talladega, Ala. 

Lap length: 2.66 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (4) Aric Almirola, Ford, 193 laps, 0 
rating, 54 points. 

2. (2) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 193, 0, 53. 

3. (12) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford, 193, 
0, 34. 

4. (10) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 193, 0, 
42. 

5. (20) Joey Logano, Ford, 193, 0, 40. 

6. (23) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 
193, 0, 31. 

7. (6) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 193, 
0,30. 

8. (15) Erik Jones, Toyota, 193, 0, 29. 

9. (30) Paul Menard, Ford, 193, 0, 28. 

10. (25) Regan Smith, Chevrolet, 193, 
0, 27. 

11. (34) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 193, 0, 

26. 

12. (28) Brendan Gaughan, Chevrolet, 
193, 0, 0. 

13. (24) Trevor Bayne, Ford, 193, 0, 24. 

14. (1) Kurt Busch, Ford, 193, 0, 41. 

15. (29) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 193, 0, 23. 

16. (13) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 193, 0, 

21 . 

17. (21) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 193, 
0, 23. 

18. (37) Joey Gase, Chevrolet, 193, 0, 0. 

19. (17) Bubba Wallace, Chevrolet, 193, 
0,18. 

20. (8) William Byron, Chevrolet, 193, 
0, 17. 

21. (26) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 193, 
0, 16. 

22. (38) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 193, 

0 , 0 . 

23. (11) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 193, 
0, 14. 

24. (36) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 193, 

0 , 0 . 

25. (22) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 193, 

0 , 12 . 

26. (9) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 193, 0,15. 

27. (18) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 193, 0, 

11 . 

28. (3) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 193, 0, 27. 

29. (19) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 193, 0, 18. 

30. (27) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford, 192, 
0, 7. 

31. (5) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 192, 0, 

10 . 

32. (40) Corey Laj'oie, Chevrolet, 191, 
0,5. 

33. (7) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 191, 

0 , 6 . 

34. (33) D.J. Kennington, Toyota, 190, 

0 , 0 . 

35. (31) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 
186, 0, 2. 

36. (32) JJ Yeley, Toyota, accident, 185, 

0 , 0 . 

37. (35) Jeffrey Earnhardt, Toyota, 185, 

0 , 1 . 

38. (39) Cody Ware, Chevrolet, 185, 0, 

39. (16) David Ragan, Ford, 173, 0, 1. 

40. (14) Michael McDowell, Ford, 155, 

0 , 1 . 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

153.703 mph. 

Time of Race: 3 hours, 20 minutes, 24 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 0.105 seconds. 
Caution Flags: 8 for 32 laps. 

Lead Changes: 15 among 11 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: Ku.Busch 1-11; 

A.AIImendinger 12; Ku.Busch 13-56; 
M.DiBenedetto 57; R.BIaney 58-63; 
R.Chastain 64; K.Harvick 65-68; Ky.Busch 
69; K.Harvick 70-111; B.Keselowski 112- 
121; W.Byron 122-126; B.Keselowski 127- 
137; M.DiBenedetto 138; B.Gaughan 139; 
Ku.Busch 140-192; A.AImirola 193 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Led, Laps Led): Ku.Busch, 3 times for 
105 laps; K.Harvick, 2 times for 44 
laps; B.Keselowski, 2 times for 19 laps; 
R.BIaney, 1 time for 5 laps; W.Byron, 1 
time for 4 laps; M.DiBenedetto, 2 times 
for 0 laps; A.AIImendinger, 1 time for 
0 laps; A.AImirola, 1 time for 0 laps; 
Ky.Busch, 1 time for 0 laps; R.Chastain, 
1 time for 0 laps; B.Gaughan, 1 time for 
0 laps. 

Wins: Ky.Busch, 7; K.Harvick, 7; 
M.Truex, 4; B.Keselowski, 3; C.Bowyer, 
2; C.EIIiott, 2; A.AImirola, 1; R.BIaney, 
1; Ku.Busch, 1; A.Dillon, 1; E.Jones, 1; 
J.Logano, 1. 

Top 16 in Points: 1. K.Harvick, 3129; 
2. Ky.Busch, 3111; 3. J.Logano, 3104; 
4. Ku.Busch, 3096; 5. A.AImirola, 3092; 
6. C.Bowyer, 3086; 7. M.Truex, 3083; 8. 
C.EIIiott, 3066; 9. B.Keselowski, 3065; 10. 
R.BIaney, 3061; 11. K.Larson, 3057; 12. 
A.Bowman, 3015; 13. D.Hamlin, 2133; 14. 
J.Johnson, 2128; 15. A.Dillon, 2119; 16. 
E.Jones, 2103. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formula 

A maximum of 150 points can be at¬ 
tained in a race. 

The formula combines the following 
categories: Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 


MLB playoffs 

WILD CARD 

NL: Colorado 2, Chicago 1,13 innings 
AL: New York 7, Oakland 2 

DIVISION SERIES 
(Best-of-five) 

American League 
Boston 3, New York 1 

Boston 5, New York 4 
New York 6, Boston 2 
Boston 16, New York 1 
Boston 4, New York 3 

Houston 3, Cleveland 0 

Houston 7, Cleveland 2 
Houston 3, Cleveland 1 
Houston 11, Cleveland 3 

National League 
Milwaukee 3, Colorado 0 

Milwaukee 3, Colorado 2,10 innings 
Milwaukee 4, Colorado 0 
Milwaukee 6, at Colorado 0 

Los Angeles 3, Atlanta 1 

Los Angeles 6, Atlanta 0 
Los Angeles 3, Atlanta 0 
Atlanta 6, Los Angeles 5 
Los Angeles 6, Atlanta 2 

LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 
(Best-of-seven, x-if necessary) 
American League 
Houston 1, Boston 1 
Saturday: Houston 7, Boston 2 
Sunday: Boston 7, Houston 5 
Tuesday: at Houston (Keuchel 12-11) 
Wednesday: at Houston 
Thursday: at Houston 
x-Saturday, Oct. 20: at Boston 
x-Sunday, Oct. 21: at Boston 
National League 
Milwaukee 1, Los Angeles 1 
Friday: Milwaukee 6, Los Angeles 5 
Saturday: Los Angeles 4, Milwaukee 3 
Monday: Milwaukee (Chacin 15-8) at 
Los Angeles (Buehler 8-5) 

Tuesday: at Los Angeles (Hill 11-5) 
Wednesday: at Los Angeles 
x-Friday, Oct. 19: at Milwaukee 
x-Saturday, Oct. 20: at Milwaukee 
WORLD SERIES 

(Best-of-seven, x-if necessary) 

NL champion vs. AL champion 
Tuesday, Oct. 23: at AL champion 
Wednesday, Oct. 24: at AL champion 
Friday, Oct. 26: at NL champion 
Saturday, Oct. 27: at NL champion 
x-Sunday, Oct. 28: at NL champion 
x-Tuesday, Oct. 30: at AL champion 
x-Wednesday, Oct. 31: at AL champion 

Sunday 

Red Sox 7, Astros 5 

Houston Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprnger cf 5 12 2 Betts rf 4 2 2 1 

Altuve2b 4 0 11 Bnntndilf 5 111 

Bregman3b 2 0 0 0 J.Mrtindh 4 0 0 0 

Gurriel lb 4 110 Bgaerts ss 3 1 1 0 

White dh 2 0 0 0 Pearce lb 3 110 

T.Kmp ph-dh 1 0 0 0 Devers3b 3 2 2 1 

M.Gnzal If 4 112 Kinsler 2b 4 0 0 0 

Correa ss 4 110 BrdlyJcf 4 0 13 

Mldnadoc 3 110 C.Vazqzc 3 0 0 0 

Gattisph 1 0 0 0 Mrelandph 10 10 
Reddick rf 4 0 0 0 Leon pr-c 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 5 7 5 Totals 34 7 9 6 

Houston 022 000 001-5 

Boston 203 000 llx-7 

E-G.Cole (1). LOB-Houston 7, Bos¬ 

ton 7. 2B—Springer 2 (2), Maldonado (1), 
Betts 2 (2), Pearce (1), Bradley Jr. (1). 
HR—M.Gonzalez (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


ouie l,u-i o 

McCullers Vi 

James 1 

Rondon 0 

Sipp 'h 

Boston 

Price 4Vi 

Barnes W,l-0 VA 

Brasier H,1 1 

Porcello H,l 1 

Kimbrel S.l-l 1 

Rondon pitched to 1 


batter in the 8th 


-n pitc-— --...- 

WP—McCullers, Kimbrel. T-3:45. A- 
37,960 (37,731). 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I Top 25 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Oct. 14 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Ohio State (38) 2-0-0 979 1 

2. Notre Dame (4) 1-0-1 892 2 

3. Minnesota Duluth 2-1-1 890 3 

4. St. Cloud State (6) 2-0-0 857 5 

5. Providence 2-1-0 757 4 

6. Minnesota (2) 1-0-1 748 6 

7. Minnesota State 2-0-0 667 11 

8. Cornell 0-0-0 658 7 

9. Denver 2-0-0 585 10 

10. Penn State 

11. Michigan 

12. Northeastern 

13. Boston University 

14. Princeton 

15. Wisconsin 

16. North Dakota ___ 

17. Bowling Green 3-1-0 176 20 

18. Boston College 0-2-0 164 12 

19. Western Michigan 2-1-0 151 18 

20. Union 2-0-1 149 - 

Other Receiving Votes: UMass 71, 

Maine 63, Clarkson 39, Northern Michigan 
34, Bemidji State 31, Colorado College 25, 
Miami 22, Quinnipiac 14, Colgate 8, Michi¬ 
gan Tech 8, Harvard 3, Brown 1, Yale 1. 


0-1-0 437 9 

2-0-0 415 15 

0-2-0 349 8 

0-0-0 337 14 

2-0-0 273 - 
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AUTO RACING/ALCS 


Red Sox get even with Astros 



Red Sox starting pitcher David Price fell one out short of qualifying for the first playoff 
win of his career on Sunday as Boston beat Houston 7-2 in Game 2 of the ALCS. 



Butch Dill/AP 


Aric Almirola celebrates in Victory Lane 
after winning the 1000Bulbs.com 500 
on Sunday at Talladega Superspeedway, 
in Talladega, Ala. 

Almirola gets 
OT victory 
at Talladega 

Associated Press 

TALLADEGA, Ala. — Aric Almirola 
capped an absolute Stewart-Haas Racing 
rout at Talladega Superspeedway with an 
overtime victory that earned him an auto¬ 
matic berth into the third round of NAS- 
CAR’s playoffs. 

Almirola was part of the four-car SHR 
contingent that was untouchable all week¬ 
end at Talladega. The four Fords swept 
qualifying, won every stage of Sunday’s 
race and used teamwork to pull away from 
the field. 

SHR had the race in control until a cau¬ 
tion with three laps remaining sent the race 
into overtime. Then the fuel pressure light 
on Kurt Busch’s car began to flicker, and 
Kevin Harvick’s light followed. As the field 
roared to the green flag, Harvick forfeited 
a shot at victory by pulling off the track to 
get enough gas to make it to the finish. 

Busch stayed out as the leader with 
Almirola and Clint Bowyer looking for a 
slot to slip past him for the victory. Then 
Busch ran out of gas headed to the check¬ 
ered flag and Almirola zipped past him for 
his first victory of the season, first since 
joining SHR this year as the replacement 
for Danica Patrick. 

Almirola thought he had last week’s race 
at Dover won until a caution triggered by 
teammate Bowyer ruined his shot at the 
victory. A week later, he got his checkered 
flag and his stamp into the round of eight 
into the playoffs. 

Bowyer finished second, followed by 
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. in a Ford from Roush 
Fenway Racing. 

Busch faded to 14th and Harvick wound 
up 28th — a disappointing end because 
SHR was poised for a 1-2-3-4 finish before 
the race went to overtime. 


By Jimmy Golen 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — David Price went home a 
winner in a postseason start for the first 
time in his career. 

That, he insisted, is all he ever cared 
about. 

“This is bigger than David Price,” he 
said on Sunday night. “This isn’t about me. 
This is about the Boston Red Sox.” 

Price was good enough, the Red Sox re¬ 
lievers were even better, and Jackie Brad¬ 
ley Jr. delivered a go-ahead, three-run 
double off the Green Monster to lead Bos¬ 
ton to a 7-5 victory over the Houston Astros 
and tie the AL Championship Series at one 
game apiece. 

Price fell one out short of qualifying for 
the win, which would have been his first 
in 11 postseason starts. But it was the first 
time his team had won a playoff game he 
started, snapping a record run of October 
futility. 

“It’s baby steps,” said Price, who entered 
the night 0-9 in 10 career playoff starts. “I 
expect myself to be great in big moments, 
and I haven’t done that thus far in my ca¬ 
reer. But I came here to win, period. I came 
here to win a World Series, and to do it mul¬ 
tiple times. And that’s what I’m about.” 

Game 3 is Tuesday in Houston, fol¬ 
lowed by two more at Minute Maid Park 
and a chance for the defending World Se¬ 
ries champions to clinch a second straight 
AL pennant at home. Marwin Gonzalez 
homered for the Astros, who had won five 
straight postseason games dating to Game 
7 of the 2017 Series. 

“We came here and won a game, and 
they played well tonight,” Houston third 
baseman Alex Bregman said. “It’s going to 
be a fun series, so we’re looking forward to 
going back home.” 

Price was spotted a two-run lead in the 
first inning and then fell behind 4-2 be¬ 
fore Bradley clanged one off the left-field 
wall that Gonzalez chased helplessly as it 
bounced back toward the infield. 

Price left leading 5-4 with two on with 
two out in the fifth before Matt Barnes 
struck out Gonzalez to end the inning and 
then pitched a perfect sixth to earn the vic¬ 
tory. Ryan Brasier pitched a scoreless in¬ 
ning and erstwhile starter Rick Porcello 
set the Astros down 1-2-3 in the eighth. 

Closer Craig Kimbrel gave up Jose Al- 
tuve’s RBI single with two outs in the ninth 
before Bregman launched a high fly to left 
that Andrew Benintendi caught a step in 
front of the Monster. 

“I knew I missed it,” Bregman said. “If I 
got it, it would have been on the street be¬ 
hind Fenway Park.” 

Gerrit Cole, who was so dominant in his 
Division Series start against Cleveland, 


gave up a double to Mookie Betts — the 
first batter of the game — as Boston sent 
eight batters to the plate in the first and 
scored twice. 

The AL West champs tied it in the sec¬ 
ond on George Springer’s two-run double 
down the right-field line. And when Gon¬ 
zalez cleared the Monster — and the seats 
above them — with a two-run homer in the 
third, it looked like Price was headed for 
another loss (he has won two postseason 
games in relief.) 

But Boston, which won the AL East and a 
franchise-record 108 games, came back in 
the bottom half, starting with Xander Bo- 
gaerts’ one-out single and then a double by 
Steve Pearce that sent Gonzalez crashing 
back-first into the metal scoreboard on the 
left-field wall. He fell to the warning track, 
but after the training staff and manger AJ 
Hinch went out to check on him he stayed 
in the game. 

“The ball, the wall, he’s back-pedaling. 
He’s got to make a decision on whether or 
not to concede the wall and try to play it 
off the wall or try to make a catch,” Hinch 
said. “It’s a well-placed hit.” 

Cole walked Devers on four pitches to 
load the bases and struck out Ian Kinsler 
on three before Bradley lofted one down 
the left-field line and off the Monster. As 
the ball bounced back toward the infield, it 
hopped on the padding along the side wall, 
just out of Gonzalez’s reach. 

“Not really catching a break with it roll¬ 
ing on this awkward piece of padding all 
the way down was unfortunate,” Cole said. 


“But you put yourself in that position.” 

Betts scored an insurance run in the 
seventh, walking to lead off the inning and 
coming around to make it 6-4 on a wild 
pitch and a pair of passed balls. He gave 
Boston a 7-4 lead with an RBI double in the 
eighth. 

Price is right: In all, Price was charged 
with four runs on five hits and four walks, 
striking out four in 4 2 A innings 

Price’s teams had lost all 10 of his previ¬ 
ous postseason starts, the longest such los¬ 
ing streak in baseball history. He allowed 
three runs and got just five outs in Game 2 
against the Yankees, the only Red Sox loss 
in the series. 

As Price left the field on this night, the 
crowd rose to applaud the pitcher they 
booed off the mound in the Division Series, 
and he tapped the brim of his cap. 

“It’s definitely appreciated,” Price said. 
“It wasn’t the line I dreamed up to have to¬ 
night. But our offense, our defense, every¬ 
body rallied together.” 

Sale out: The Red Sox said Game 1 
starter Chris Sale was hospitalized with 
a stomach illness but Cora said he was 
still hoping the he would join the team in 
Houston. 

“He was feeling bad and he’s at the hos¬ 
pital,” Cora said. “From what I know, it’s 
nothing serious. But obviously whenever 
you have to go to the hospital you’ve got to 
be ‘worried.’” 

Cora said it did not affect his perfor¬ 
mance in the series opener, which Houston 
won 7-2 . 
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NBA: WESTERN CONFERENCE PREVIEW _ 

Warriors are overwhelming favorites, again 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Golden State’s Kevin Durant poses for photos during media day in Oakland, Calif., last month. The All-Star-laden Warriors are once 
again overwhelming favorites to repeat as NBA champions. 


Golden State expected to 
repeat in reloaded West 

By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

olden State coach Steve Kerr is a 
happy man these days. 

He’s got a new contract. He’s 
got his son Nick, who was help¬ 
ing out in San Antonio, working in the War¬ 
riors’ video room now. He’s leading a team 
that has won three of the last four NBA 
championships and is the overwhelming 
favorite to win it again this season. 

Staying happy will be the challenge for 
Kerr and the Warriors this season, when 
Western Conference rivals resume their 
attempts to take down the champs. 

“Our place in the history of the league is 
pretty secure,” Kerr said. “I don’t think our 
guys should feel a ton of pressure. I think 
they should feel the importance of trying 
to do it again, because this may be the last 
time we have this current iteration of the 
Warriors, just given all the free agents and 
the money crunch and everything else.” 

LeBron James took his talents to Los An¬ 
geles, signing with the Lakers and moving 
out of the East for the first time in his ca¬ 
reer. Houston had the NBA’s best regular- 
season record a year ago and has reigning 
MVP James Harden. Utah has a budding 
superstar in Donovan Mitchell, and cer¬ 
tainly got the league’s attention with its 
playoff run last season. 

But in the West, until further notice, it’s 
still the Warriors and then everybody else. 

“It’s a marathon,” Warriors guard Ste¬ 
phen Curry said. “There’s a lot of time be¬ 
tween now and April and May and June, 
but if we go about it the right way to start 
the season, it can feed on itself in terms 
of the expectation we have night in, night 
out.” 

A look at the West, in predicted order of 
finish: 

Playoff bound 

1. Golden State —Warriors aiming for 
their third consecutive NBA champion¬ 
ship, something only the Lakers, Celtics 
and Bulls franchises have done. 

2. Utah — Donovan Mitchell is a legiti¬ 
mate star, coach Quin Snyder has been un¬ 
derrated for far too long, and the Jazz went 
29-6 to finish last season. 

3. Houston — The Rockets have the 
MVP in James Harden, a leader in Chris 
Paul and added Carmelo Anthony, but ex¬ 
pecting another 67-15 season is a lot. 

4. L.A. Lakers — LeBron James is still 
the best player in the game and shows no 
signs of slowing down, so doubting his 
chances seems less than brilliant. 

5. Oklahoma City — This is a sign of 
how loaded the West remains: The Thun¬ 
der are really good, and that won’t assure 
them home-court for Round 1. 

6. Denver — Losing Game 82 last sea¬ 
son to Minnesota and missing the playoffs 
because of that outcome should serve as a 
massive motivator for Denver. 

7. New Orleans — DeMarcus Cousins 
is gone, Rajon Rondo is gone, but Antho¬ 
ny Davis is still there and that should be 
enough for a Pelicans playoff run. 

8. San Antonio — Dejounte Murray’s 
ACL tear is a disaster, but any team with 
LaMarcus Aldridge, DeMar DeRozan and 
Gregg Popovich still has a lot. 

In the mix 

9. Portland — The West’s No. 3 seed last 
season, the Blazers were only three games 
ahead of No. 9 and will face a serious battle 
in a very loaded West. 


10. Dallas — Luka Doncic is NBA-ready, 
DeAndre Jordan will make the Mavs bet¬ 
ter and Dirk Nowitzki deserves to see his 
franchise trending up again. 

11. L.A. Clippers — A possible transi¬ 
tional year for the Clippers, who should be 
major players in free agency next summer 
and could add a lottery pick. 

Facing long odds 

12. Minnesota — The Jimmy 
Butler debacle shows that some 
big changes in direction are 
probably going to happen in 
Minnesota, and sooner than 
later. 

13. Phoenix — Devin Booker 
got his max deal and the Suns 
got No. 1 pick Deandre Ayton, 
but firing GM Ryan Mc¬ 
Donough so close 
to the season 
was odd. 


14. Memphis — Mike Conley and Marc 
Gasol are savvy vets, but they are going to 
need a lot of help if Memphis is going to se¬ 
riously improve this season. 

15. Sacramento — Kings had a league- 
high 44 games last season where they 
didn’t score 100 points, and a very young 
team might not change that much. 


Golden State’s Stephen Curry could easily 
be No. 3 on the all-time list for three-point¬ 
ers made by the end of this season. Curry 
has 2,129 threes in 625 career games, a 
rate of 3.4 made per game. The six players 
ahead of him — Ray Allen, Reggie Miller, 
Jason Terry, Kyle Korver, Jamal Craw¬ 
ford and Paul Pierce — averaged 1.8 made 
threes per game. 

Big numbers: The only players in the 
last 30 seasons to average 30 points and 
eight assists were Oklahoma City’s Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook in 2016-17 and Houston’s 
James Harden last season. Probably not 
coincidentally, Westbrook and Harden won 
MVP awards for those seasons. There are 
seven active players with at least one MVP 
award in the NBA right now, and all seven 
play in the West. 

Great coaches: San Antonio’s Gregg 
Popovich enters the season with 1,197 
wins, fifth-most in NBA history — 13 be¬ 
hind Pat Riley and 24 behind Jerry Sloan. 
Meanwhile, Golden State’s Steve Kerr 
comes into the year with the highest win¬ 
ning percentages during both the regular 
season (265-63, .808) and the postseason 
(63-20, .759) in NBA history. 

Versus East: The West beat the East for 
the ninth consecutive season in head-to- 
head matchups, winning nearly 53 percent 
of the cross-conference matchups in the 
regular season (and 100 percent of them 
in the NBA Finals). Over the last nine sea¬ 
sons, West teams have beaten East teams 
nearly 57 percent of the time. 



What to know 

L.A. Bron: If he has even an aver- 
age-for-him season, new Los An¬ 
geles Lakers star LeBron James 
will rise to No. 4 on the NBA’s 
all-time scoring list this season. 
He’s currently No. 7, with No. 6 
Dirk Nowitzki, No. 5 Wilt Cham¬ 
berlain and No. 4 Michael Jordan 
well within reach. Add 2,000 or 
points to James’ total of 
31,038, and only No. 3 
Kobe Bryant, No. 2 
Karl Malone and 
No. 1 Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar 
— all former 
Lakers — 
would still 
be ahead 
of him. 
Stephen 
rising: 
Speaking 
of rising 
up career 
charts, 


Lakers’ free-agent aquisition LeBron James makes Los 
Angeles a contender in the loaded Western Conference. 

Ben Margot/AP 
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NBA PREVIEW/NHL 



Gerry Broome/AP 

The Celtics, with a healthy Kyrie Irving, right, are considered favorites to win the Eastern Conference. 


East ready for new champ 


James’ departure opens conference up for fresh competition 


By Brian Mahoney 

Associated Press 

The roadblock has been re¬ 
moved. With LeBron James gone, 
the path to the NBA Finals from 
the Eastern Conference is open 
again. 

Boston, Philadelphia, Toronto 
and more are hoping to win the 
race to it. 

James ruled over the East for 
eight years, making four straight 
trips to the finals from Miami and 
then moving back to Cleveland in 
2014 and getting there every year 
since. 

From Boston to Indiana, up 
north in Toronto all the way down 
to Atlanta, teams would emerge 
with what they thought was a title 
contender only to see James send 
them home for the summer. 

Now King James has abdicated 
his throne and moved to Los An¬ 
geles, and there should be rejoic¬ 
ing in the land he left behind. 

“It’s a new lease on life in the 
Eastern Conference,” said Hall 
of Famer and TNT analyst Reg¬ 
gie Miller, who faced a similar 
situation when he played in the 
East during the era of Michael 
Jordan’s Bulls. 

“It’s great that LeBron has 
taken his talents out West be¬ 
cause it opens up the doors for 
not only a lot of these young play¬ 
ers, but these organizations now. 
Fresh blood, something new to 
kind of see who can compete for 
that Eastern crown.” 

The Celtics nearly won it last 
year, falling to the Cavaliers in 
Game 7 of the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence finals. They were without 
the injured Kyrie Irving and Gor¬ 
don Hayward, and now that the 
two stars are healthy and have 
rejoined Jayson Tatum, Jaylen 
Brown, A1 Horford and the rest of 
a deep team that made a valiant 
run without them, Boston is prob¬ 
ably the favorite in the East. 

But there’s intrigue beyond 
that, which rarely existed dur¬ 
ing James’ reign. Philadelphia 
finished strong in its first season 
with Joel Embiid and Ben Sim¬ 


mons playing together, and now 
might get a full one with 2017 
No. 1 pick Markelle Fultz joining 
them after his shoulder problems 
last season. 

Toronto shook up a 59-win team 
by firing coach Dwane Casey and 
shipping DeMar DeRozan to San 
Antonio in the trade for Kawhi 
Leonard, and Indiana bolstered a 
team that took Cleveland to seven 
games in the first round. 

Any of them have a chance 
to get to the place that James 
wouldn’t let them. 

A look at the East, in predicted 
order of finish: 

Playoff bound 

1. Boston — Depth of talent 
is not only tops in the East, but 
comes closest in the NBA to rival¬ 
ing Golden State’s. 

2. Philadelphia — If either 
Simmons or Fultz develops a 
jump shot to open things up more 
for Embiid, look out. 

3. Indiana — Victor Oladipo 
has emerged as an All-Star and 
the Pacers are balanced behind 
him. 

4. Toronto — If Leonard is 
fully healthy and motivated, Rap¬ 
tors added a top-five player to a 
59-win team. 

5. Milwaukee — Giannis An- 
tetokounmpo is going to make the 
Bucks fun to watch in their new 
arena. 

6. Washington — John Wall 
and Bradley Beal will give the 
Wizards plenty on the perimeter, 
but they need Dwight Howard 
provide a boost on the interior. 

7. Miami — Heat won’t want to 
send Dwyane Wade into retire¬ 
ment without one final playoff 
appearance. 

8. Detroit — A full season with 
Andre Drummond and Blake 
Griffin together should be enough 
to get the Pistons back into the 
postseason. 

In the mix 

9. Cleveland — Kevin Love and 
the remainder of the Cavaliers 
that James left behind should still 
be good enough to fight for a spot 
in the top eight. 


10. Charlotte — The Hornets 
will host an All-Star Game in 
February. They’ll try to host play¬ 
off games in April. 

Facing long odds 

11. Orlando — Steve Clifford 
is the latest coach to try to mix a 
collection of young players into 
one that can defend enough to be 
a decent team. 

12. Brooklyn — Nets made a 
seven-win improvement last sea¬ 
son even while being dismal at 
defending and rebounding. Do 
either better and they can take 
another leap. 

13. New York — Kristaps 
Porzingis remains out indefinite¬ 
ly while rehabbing a torn ACL, 
so new coach David Fizdale will 
give rookie Kevin Knox an early 
green light. 

14. Atlanta — Trae Young may 
be exciting to watch, but he won’t 
be able to stop another long sea¬ 
son of losing in Atlanta. 

15. Chicago — The Bulls of 
Tom Thibodeau were veterans 
who always defended hard. The 
Bulls of Fred Hoiberg have been 
none of the above. 

What to know 

Canada’s chance: The Raptors 
gambled on acquiring Leonard 
from San Antonio, and now Toron¬ 
to has a year to show him it’s worth 
sticking around when he becomes 
a free agent next summer. 

Best man: A popular ques¬ 
tion after James left was who is 
the best player now in the East? 
Irving, Embiid, Antetokounmpo 
and Leonard are among those 
who can make compelling cases. 

Howard’s health: Dwight How¬ 
ard has sat out his first preseason 
with the Wizards because of a 
balky back. Washington needs 
hispresence in the middle no mat¬ 
ter how good its backcourt is. 

Opening night preview? Cleve¬ 
land and Boston met in the open¬ 
ing game in the East last season 
and ended up squaring off in the 
conference finals. This time, it’s 
Boston and Philadelphia to open 
things in the East and they’ll be 
good candidates to close them. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

6 5 1 0 10 29 22 


Toronto 

Boston 5 4 l u » 

Buffalo 5 3 2 0 6 

Montreal 4 2 115 

Ottawa 5 2 2 1 5 

Tampa Bay 3 2 10 4 

Detroit 5 0 3 2 2 

Florida 3 0 2 1 1 

Metropolitan Division 
Carolina 6 4 119 

New Jersey 3 3 0 0 6 

Columbus 5 3 2 0 6 

Pittsburgh 4 2 115 

Washington 5 2 2 1 5 

N.Y. Islanders 4 2 2 0 4 


11 10 
16 20 
12 18 


Nashville 

Chicago 

Colorado 

Dallas 

Winnipeg 

Minnesota 

St. Louis 


Western Conference 

Central Division 

L OT Pts GF GA 

‘ 15 10 


2 


22 21 
19 12 
17 11 
11 11 

10 14 
15 20 

17 14 
19 17 

18 16 

11 12 
17 19 
11 19 


Pacific Division 

Anaheim 6 4 11 

Vancouver 5320 

Calgary 5 3 2 0 

Los Angeles 5 2 2 1 

San Jose 6 2 3 1 

Vegas 6 2 4 0 

Edmonton 3 12 0 

Arizona 4 1 3 0 2 3 9 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday’s games 
Vegas 1, Philadelphia 0 
Edmonton 2, N.Y. Rangers 1 
Ottawa 5, Los Angeles 1 
Boston 8, Detroit 2 
Carolina 5, Minnesota 4, OT 
Toronto 4, Washington 2 
Tampa Bay 8, Columbus 2 
Vancouver 3, Florida 2 
Montreal 4, Pittsburgh 3, SO 
Nashville 5, N.Y. Islanders 2 
Dallas 5, Anaheim 3 
Chicago 4, St. Louis 3, OT 
Buffalo 3, Arizona 0 
Calgary 3, Colorado 2, OT 
Sunday’s games 
New Jersey 3, San Jose 2 
Anaheim 3, St. Louis 2 
Winnipeg 3, Carolina 1 

Monday’s games 
Los Angeles at Toronto 
Dallas at Ottawa 
Detroit at Montreal 
Minnesota at Nashville 

Tuesday’s games 
Vancouver at Pittsburgh 
Colorado at N.Y. Rangers 
Florida at Philadelphia 
Dallas at New Jersey 
Carolina at Tampa Bay 
Arizona at Minnesota 
Edmonton at Winnipeg 
Buffalo at Vegas 

Sunday 

Devils 3, Sharks 2 

San Jose 0 2 0-2 

New Jersey 0 1 2-3 

Second Period— 1, San Jose, Pavelski 3 
(Kane, Burns), 3:51. 2, New Jersey, Palm- 
ieri 5 (Hall, Vatanen), 7:06 (pp). 3, San 
Jose, Meier 3 (Couture, Hertl), 15:35. 

Third Period— 4, New Jersey, Palmieri 
6 (Severson, Greene), 0:37.5, New Jersey, 
Dea2 (Hall, Mueller), 3:25. 

Shots on Goal— San Jose 16-13-10—39. 
New Jersey 9-9-18—36. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 0 
of 3; New Jersey 1 of 8. 

Goalies— San Jose, Jones 1-3-0 (36 
shots-33 saves). New Jersey, Kinkaid 3- 
0-0 (39-37). 

- -13,809 (16,514). T— 2:35. 

Ducks 3, Blues 2 

Anaheim 1 0 2-3 

St. Louis 0 2 0-2 

First Period— 1, Anaheim, Silfverberg 2 
(Comtois, Lindholm), 18:21. 

Second Period— 2, St. Louis, Steen 1 
(Tarasenko, Edmundson), 11:49. 3, St. 
Louis, Bozak (Maroon), 15:52 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Anaheim, Street 1 
(Fowler, Manson), 7:16. 5, Anaheim, Co- 
gliano (Lindholm, Kesler), 14:44 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 7-14-10—31. 
St. Louis 10-11-10-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 1 
Of 2; St. Louis 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Anaheim, Miller 0-0-0 (31 
shots-29 saves). St. Louis, Johnson 0-0-0 
(31-28). 

A-16,562 (19,150). T-2:35. 


Jets 3, Hurricanes 1 


Carolina 0 0 1-1 

0 0 3-3 

npeg, Laine 2 
uviurnssey, vvueeier;, *t:i4 (pp). 2, Caro¬ 
lina, Ferland 3 (Hamilton, Aho), 7:53. 3, 
Winnipeg, Little 1 (Morrissey), 17:51. 4, 
Winnipeg, Connor 4 (Tanev), 19:59. 

Shots on Goal— Carolina 18-14-11—43. 
Winnipeg 6-13-7-26. 

Power-play opportunities— Carolina 0 
)f 2; Winnipeg 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Carolina, Mrazek 1-1-1 (25 
shots-23 saves). Winnipeg, Brossoit 1-0- 
0 (43-42). 

*-15,321 (15,321). T-2:32. 


NHL roundup 

Palmieri’s 
two goals 
lift Devils 

Associated Press 

NEWARK, N. J. — Auston Mat¬ 
thews of the Toronto Maple Leafs 
isn’t the only goal-scorer lighting 
it up in the NHL. Take a look at 
Kyle Palmieri of the New Jersey 
Devils. 

Palmieri scored two goals for 
the third straight game and the 
Devils rallied from their first 
deficits of the season to beat the 
San Jose Sharks 3-2 on Sunday. 

Palmieri has six goals in three 
games, just four behind Mat¬ 
thews, who has 10 in six contests. 

“Whatever he’s doing, he’s 
got to keep doing it. Two goals a 
game every night,” Devils goal- 
tender Keith Kinkaid joked after 
make 37 saves to help New Jer¬ 
sey open the season with three 
straight wins for the second year 
in a row. 

Palmieri had 24 goals last sea¬ 
son but he didn’t get his sixth 
until just before Christmas in 
large part because he missed 19 
games with injuries. 

This year everything he shoots 
seemingly is finding twine. 

“Getting some bounces. A cou¬ 
ple have been pretty lucky,” said 
Palmieri, who is the first Devil to 
score two goals in each of the first 
three games. 

The game-tying goal 37 sec¬ 
onds into the third period wasn’t 
luck. The Devils won a faceoff. 
Defenseman Andy Greene came 
down from the point for a shot 
and Palmieri whacked a rebound 
past Martin Jones. 

“I told him after the second 
period, don’t stop at one (goal),” 
Greene said. “They are different 
goals and he scores when they’re 
bouncing off of him, on the power 
play and he’s at net front. That’s 
his game and we need him to con¬ 
tinue to do that. I don’t know if 
realistically we can count on him 
for two a game, but he’s done it for 
three so why not keep it going?” 

Jean-Sebastien Dea scored the 
winner at 3:25, stuffing home the 
rebound of a shot from the circle 
by former Shark Mirco Muel¬ 
ler. Kinkaid made the lead stand 
holding off two late Sharks’ power 
plays. 

Ducks 3, Blues 2: Ben Street 
and Andrew Cogliano scored 
third-period goals, and Ryan 
Miller made 29 saves in Ana¬ 
heim’s comeback victory over 
host St. Louis. 

Jakob Silfverberg also scored 
for the Ducks. Alexander Steen 
and Tyler Bozak scored for the 
Blues and Chad Johnson made 28 
saves in his St. Louis debut. 

Jets 3, Hurricanes 1: Bryan 
Little broke a tie with 2:09 left 
and host Winnipeg beat Carolina 
to open a six-game homestand. 

Patrick Laine opened the scor¬ 
ing for the Jets at 4:14 of the third 
period, and Kyle Connor added an 
empty-net goal with a second left. 
Backup goalie Laurent Brossoit 
stopped 42 shots for the victory. 
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NFL 


American Conference 


New England 
Miami 
N.Y. Jets 
Buffalo 

Tennessee 

Houston 

Jacksonville 

Indianapolis 

Cincinnati 

Baltimore 

Pittsburgh 

Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Denver 
Oakland 


Pet PF PA 

667 176 148 
667 130 145 
500 165 139 
333 76 138 

500 87 107 
500 135 137 
500 109 126 
167 152 180 

667 174 158 
667 153 77 
583 171 154 
417 128 151 

833 215 172 
667 175 144 
333 120 154 
167 110 176 


National Conference 


Washington 

Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 

Chicago 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Detroit 

L.A. Rams 
Seattle 
San Francisco 
Arizona 


4 0 

5 0 


Pet PF PA 

600 106 104 
500 123 103 
500 137 117 
167 117 162 

800 180 140 
600 121 114 
400 141 173 
333 167 192 

600 139 96 
583 140 148 
500 115 114 
400 125 137 

000 196 118 
500 143 117 
200 118 146 
167 82 139 


Thursday's games 

Philadelphia 34, N.Y. Giants 13 
Sunday’s games 
Seattle 27, Oakland 3 
Houston 20, Buffalo 13 
Washington 23, Carolina 17 
Minnesota 27, Arizona 17 
L.A. Chargers 38, Cleveland 14 
Pittsburgh 28, Cincinnati 21 
Atlanta 34, Tampa Bay 29 
N.Y. Jets 42, Indianapolis 34 
Miami 31, Chicago 28, OT 
Dallas 40, Jacksonville 7 
Baltimore 21, Tennessee 0 
L.A. Rams 23, Denver 20 
New England 43, Kansas City 40 
Open: Detroit, New Orleans 
Monday’s games 
San Francisco at Green Bay 
Thursday, Oct. 18 
Denver at Arizona 

Sunday, Oct. 21 

Tennessee vs L.A. Chargers at London 
Minnesota at N.Y. Jets 
Cleveland at Tampa Bay 
Detroit at Miami 
Houston at Jacksonville 
Carolina at Philadelphia 
New England at Chicago 
Buffalo at Indianapolis 
New Orleans at Baltimore 
L.A. Rams at San Francisco 
Dallas at Washington 
Cincinnati at Kansas City 
Open: Seattle, Green Bay, Oakland, 
Pittsburgh 

Monday, Oct. 22 

N.Y. Giants at Atlanta 


Ravens pile up 
team-record 11 sacks 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The 
Baltimore Ravens swarmed 
around their new defensive coor¬ 
dinator, Don “Wink” Martindale, 
celebrating after a game that will 
go down in the record books. 

Getting 11 sacks along with a 
shutout against the man Martin- 
dale replaced makes this mark 
even sweeter. 

Za’Darius Smith had a career- 
high three sacks as the Ravens 
piled up the franchise-record 
Sunday in routing the Tennessee 
Titans 21-0 in the rain, just miss¬ 
ing the NFL record shared by five 
teams by one. 

The Ravens (4-2) smothered 
Tennessee, allowingjust 106 yards 
of offense while they turned Mar¬ 
cus Mariota’s day into the worst of 
his NFL career. The Titans never 
got closer to the end zone than the 
Ravens 37, each time pushed back 
with yet another sack. 


Ravens 21, Titans 0 

Baltimore 7 7 7 0-21 

Tennessee 0 0 0 0—0 

First Quarter 

Bal—Crabtree 4 pass from Flacco 
(Tucker kick), 1:27. 

Second Quarter 

Bal—Collins 13 run (Tucker kick), 

11:56. 

Third Quarter 

Bal—Collins 2 run (Tucker kick), 7:40. 
A—64,441. 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


10-15-0 

11-66 

9-41.7 

1-0 

4-35 

22:26 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Baltimore, Collins 19-54, 
Edwards 10-42, L.Jackson 1-22, Flacco 3- 
4, Allen 1-1, H.Hurst 1-0. Tennessee, Mari- 
ota 2-25, D.Henry 7-21, D.Lewis 5-9. 

PASSING—Baltimore, Flacco 25-37-1- 
238. Tennessee, Mariota 10-15-0-117. 

RECEIVING—Baltimore, Snead 7-60, 
Crabtree 6-93, Allen 3-18, Moore 3-12, 
Jo.Brown 2-28, Andrews 2-20, Boyle 2- 
7. Tennessee, Sharpe 2-33, Firkser 2- 
25, D.Lewis 2-5, Davis 1-24, Taylor 1-13, 
Jo.Smith 1-12, D.Henry 1-5. 





Wade Payne/AP 

Titans quarterback Marcus Mariota is sacked by Ravens defensive 
end Chris Wormley for a 6-yard loss in the first half on Sunday in 
Nashville, Tenn. Baltimore sacked Mariota 11 times. 



John Amis/AP 


Buccaneers quarterback Jameis Winston laterals the ball away on the last play of the game against the 
Falcons on Sunday, in Atlanta. Tampa Bay could not score on the play and the Falcons won 34-29. 


Chargers romp Browns Ryan throws 3 TDs, 
en route to London Falcons hold off Bucs 


CLEVELAND — The Los An¬ 
geles Chargers won’t spend their 
lengthy lay-over for London mull¬ 
ing a loss. 

Powered by a dominant run¬ 
ning game and big plays from 
quarterback Philip Rivers, the 
Chargers rolled over the Cleve¬ 
land Browns and rookie QB Baker 
Mayfield, who got little help from 
his teammates. 

Nearly two years after leaving 
FirstEnergy Stadium in disgrace 
after the Browns beat them for 
their only win in 2016, the Char¬ 
gers (4-2) won their third straight 
and made sure their next few 
days would be enjoyable. 

“Coming across the country 
and playing in a hostile environ¬ 
ment, they executed well, Char¬ 
gers coach Anthony Lynn said. 

Los Angeles will stay in Cleve¬ 
land before flying to England to 
face Tennessee on Sunday. 


Chargers 38, Browns 14 

L.A. Chargers 7 14 14 3-38 

Cleveland 0 6 0 8—14 

First Quarter 

LAC—Gordon 4 run (Badgley kick), 
10:14. 

Second Quarter 

Cle-FG Joseph 33,12:47. 

LAC—Ty.Williams 45 pass from Rivers 
(Badgley kick), 6:34. 

LAC—Ty.Williams 29 pass from Rivers 
(Badgley kick), :51. 

Cle-FG Joseph 28, :00. 

Third Quarter 

LAC—Gordon 10 run (Badgley kick), 
11:49. 

LAC—Gordon 11 run (Badgley kick), 
3:12. 

Fourth Quarter 

Cle—Njoku 1 pass from Mayfield (Cal¬ 
laway pass from Mayfield), 12:26. 
LAC-FG Badgley 44, 4:15. 

A—67,431. 

LAC Cle 

First downs 24 18 

Total Net Yards 449 317 

Rushes-yards 36-246 21-103 

Passing 203 214 

Punt Returns 3-36 4-51 

Kickoff Returns 2-47 5-120 

Interceptions Ret. 2-33 1-4 

Comp-Att-Int 12-21-1 22-46-2 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-12 5-24 

Punts 5-41.6 6-40.3 

Fumbles-Lost 2-0 1-0 

Penalties-Yards m-7? 6-53 

Time of Possession 


132, Ekeler 7-60, Allen 4-41, M.Williams 1- 
10, Jackson 3-4, Ty.Williams 1-1, G.Smith 
2-(minus 2). Cleveland, Johnson 2-36, 
Hyde 14-34, Chubb 3-25, Mayfield 2-8. 

PASSING-Los Angeles, Rivers 11-20-1- 
207, G.Smith 1-1-0-8. Cleveland, Mayfield 
22-46-2-238. 

RECEIVING —Los Angeles, Allen 4-62, 
Ty.Williams 3-118, Gordon 2-18, Jackson 

1-8, Gates 1-5, M.Williams 1-4. Cleveland, 
Njoku 7-55, Ratley 6-82, Johnson 4-73, 
Landry 2-11, Callaway 2-9, Charles 1-8. 


ATLANTA — After Matt Ryan 
and Jameis Winston traded touch¬ 
down pass after touchdown pass, 
it came down to a few wacky flips 
near the goal line. 

Tampa Bay nearly pulled off a 
miracle. But, in the end, Atlanta 
finally got a much-needed victory 
to bounce its way. 

Ryan threw for 354 yards and 
three touchdowns as the Falcons 
snapped a three-game losing 
streak. 

With no timeouts and needing 
a touchdown from the Falcons 21, 
Winston took off running down 
the middle of the field. As the de¬ 
fense closed in at the 10, he pitched 
the ball to Adam Humphries, who 
lost control. Mike Evans scooped 
up the loose ball and lateraled 
to DeSean Jackson, but the ball 
squirted under his hands and out 
of bounds. 


Falcons 34, Buccaneers 29 

Tampa Bay 6 7 3 13—29 

Atlanta 7 17 0 10-34 

First Quarter 

TB—Brate 15 pass from Winston (kick 
failed), 11:36. 

Atl—Sanu 35 pass from Ryan (Bryant 
kick), 8:22. 

Second Quarter 

Atl—I.Smith 14 run (Bryant kick), 12:19. 

Atl —Hooper 9 pass from Ryan (Bryant 
kick), 7:30. 

TB—Howard 10 pass from Winston 
(Catanzaro kick), :26. 

Atl —FG Bryant 45, :01. 

Third Quarter 

TB-FG Catanzaro 35, 2:39. 

Fourth Quarter 

TB—Godwin 9 pass from Winston 
(pass failed), 11:34. 

Atl—Coleman 6 pass from Ryan (Bry¬ 
ant kick), 6:28. 

TB—Barber 5 pass from Winston (Cat¬ 
anzaro kick), 3:47. 

Atl —FG Bryant 57, 1:10. 


First downs 30 26 

Total Net Yards 512 416 

Rushes-yards 20-123 22-70 

Passing 389 346 

Punt Returns 2-15 2-14 

Kickoff Returns 3-40 1-19 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-(minu 

Comp-Att-Int 30-41-2 31-41-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-6 1-8 

Punts 2-40.5 4-45.0 

Fumbles-Lost 3-0 2-0 

Penalties-Yards 4-20 5-30 

Time of Possession 28:21 31:39 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Tampa Bay, Barber 13-82, 
Winston 5-31, Jackson 1-7, R.Jones 1-3. 
Atlanta, Coleman 10-35, I.Smith 11-22, 
Ryan 1-13. 

PASSING-Tampa Bay, Winston 30-41- 

2- 395. Atlanta, Ryan 31-41-0-354. 

RECEIVING-Tampa Bay, Godwin 6-56, 
Jackson 4-77, Howard 4-62, M.Evans 4- 
58, Barber 4-24, Humphries 3-82, R.Jones 

3- 16, Brate 1-15, Auclair 1-5. Atlanta, 
J.Jones 10-143, Hooper 9-71, Ridley 3-47, 
Hardy 3-33, Sanu 2-46, I.Smith 2-(minus 
1), Gage 1-9, Coleman 1-6. 


Sanders kicks FG in OT 
as Dolphins edge Bears 

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. 
— Kicker Jason Sanders turned 
teammate Kenyan Drake’s fum¬ 
ble into a footnote. 

Drake lost the ball when the 
Miami Dolphins were on the 
verge of victory, but thanks to 
Sanders it didn’t matter. The 
rookie made a 47-yard field goal 
as time expired in overtime Sun¬ 
day for a 31-28 victory over the 
Chicago Bears. 

Miami’s Brock Osweiler threw 
for a career-high 380 yards and 
three touchdowns subbing for 
Ryan Tannehill, who sat out be¬ 
cause of an injured throwing 
shoulder. 

“Today felt like a heavyweight 
title fight,” Osweiler said. “What 
this team did today was so spe¬ 
cial. Nothing was perfect, but in 
the end we found a way.” 


Dolphins 31, Bears 28 (OT) 

Chicago 0 0 21 7 0-28 

Miami 7 0 6 15 3-31 

First Quarter 

Mia—O’Leary 5 pass from Osweiler 
(Sanders kick), 8:38. 

Third Quarter 

Chi—T.Burton 9 pass from Trubisky 
(Parkey kick), 13:23. 

Chi —Robinson 12 pass from Trubisky 
(Parkey kick), 11:28. 

Mia-FG Sanders 50, 7:50. 

Chi—Cohen 21 run (Parkey kick), 6:50. 
Mia-FG Sanders 25, :25. 

Fourth Quarter 

Mia—Wilson 43 pass from Osweiler 
(Stills pass from Osweiler), 9:08. 

Chi—Miller 29 pass from Trubisky 
(Parkey kick), 3:17. 

Mia—Wilson 75 pass from Osweiler 
(Sanders kick), 3:01. 

Overtime 
Mia—FG Sanders 47, :00. 

A—65,791. 


2-35 

22-31-1 

2-13 

2-39.5 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 6-58 7-67 

Time Of Possession 33:25 36:35 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Chicago, J.Howard 14-69, 
Trubisky 8-47, Cohen 5-31, Gabriel 1-9, 
Cunningham 3-8. Miami, Gore 15-101, 
Drake 13-57, Osweiler 2-8, Wilson l-(mi- 
nus 5). 

PASSING-Chicago, Trubisky 22-31-1- 
316. Miami, Osweiler 28-44-2-380. 

RECEIVING—Chicago, Cohen 7-90, Ga¬ 
briel 5-110, Robinson 5-64, T.Burton 4-23, 
Miller 1-29. Miami, Amendola 8-59, Wil¬ 
son 6-155, O’Leary 4-49, Drake 4-21, Grant 

3-32, Stills 1-35, Gore 1-18, Gesicki 1-11. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Chicago, Par- 
key 53. 

—Associated Press 
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NFL 


Jets get ‘bittersweet' 
victory over Colts 


Joseph’s pick-six 
lifts Texans over Bills 


Norman forces TOs, 
Redskins beat Panthers 


Murray, Vikings 
trample Cardinals 


Seahawks eye push, 
Raiders seek stability 


EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— The New York Jets have con¬ 
secutive wins for the first time 
in more than a year, and they’re 
feeling good about getting back to 
.500. 

The way they got there, though, 
was far from satisfying. And it 
has them motivated to improve. 

“It’s one of those bittersweet 
victories,” cornerback Morris 
Claiborne said after the Jets’ 
42-34 win over the Indianapolis 
Colts on Sunday. “You played well 
enough to win the game, but you 
feel like you could’ve played a lot 
better. You never want to give up 
that many points.” 

Jason Myers kicked a fran¬ 
chise-record seven field goals, 
Sam Darnold threw two touch¬ 
down passes, and the Jets (3-3) 
intercepted Andrew Luck three 
times in the win. They had to hold 
on, though, against a Colts team 
that was never out of it. 

But Jets coach Todd Bowles 
is fairly certain his squad would 
not have left the field with a vic¬ 
tory when faced with this type of 
game in the past. 

“The game wasn’t perfect, by 
no means,” Bowles said. “With 
the growth of the team, we prob¬ 
ably would’ve lost this one a year 
ago or a couple of weeks ago. So, 
to win ugly, for us, is a pretty good 
thing.” 

Just two weeks ago, the Jets 
were facing the prospect of their 
season spiraling after their third 
straight loss. 

They have scored 76 points in 
their last two games, victories 
over the Colts and Denver Bron¬ 
cos, with at least 30 points in 
back-to-back games for the first 
time since the 2011 season. 


Jets 42, Colts 34 

7 6 7 14-34 

New York 10 13 10 9-42 

First Quarter 

NYJ—Claiborne 17 interception return 
(Myers kick), 14:48. 

Ind—M.Johnson 34 pass from Luck 
(Vinatieri kick), 12:16. 

NYJ—FG Myers 30, 4:33. 

Second Quarter 

Ind-FG Vinatieri 21,13:25. 

Ind-FG Vinatieri 31, 11:24. 

NYJ—Pryor 7 pass from Darnold (My¬ 
ers kick), 2:35. 

NYJ—FG Myers 48, 1:25. 

NYJ—FG Myers 32, :00. 

Third Quarter 

NYJ—Flerndon 32 pass from Darnold 
(Myers kick), 12:03. 

Ind —Ebron 18 pass from Luck (Vinat¬ 
ieri kick), 8:44. 

NYJ—FG Myers 37,3:53. 

Fourth Quarter 

Ind—Swoope 2 pass from Luck (Vinat¬ 
ieri kick), 14:52. 

NYJ—FG Myers 45, 9:40. 

NYJ—FG Myers 37, 5:55. 

NYJ—FG Myers 45, 3:19. 

Ind—Rogers 17 pass from Luck (Vina¬ 
tieri kick), 1 "" 


Ind 


NYJ 


3-78 

24-30-1 

2-13 

1-43.0 


-77,982. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 8-66 7-49 

Time of Possession 22:58 37:02 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Indianapolis, Mack 12-89, 
Hines 3-14, Turbin 4-10, Pascal 1-8, Luck 

2- 7, Ebron l-(minus 1). New York, Powell 
16-59, Crowell 13-40, Darnold 6-8, Enunwa 
1-0. 

PASSING-Indianapolis, Luck 23-43-3- 
301. New York, Darnold 24-30-1-280. 

RECEIVING—Indianapolis, Pascal 5-35, 
Ebron 4-71, Rogers 4-55, M.Johnson 2- 
52, Grant 2-24, Hines 2-21, Alie-Cox 1-34, 
Mack 1-4, Turbin 1-3, Swoope 1-2. New 
York, Kearse 9-94, Pryor 5-57, R.Anderson 

3- 39, Herndon 2-56, Sterling 2-13, Crowell 
2-12, Enunwa 1-9. 


HOUSTON — On a day Hous¬ 
ton quarterback Deshaun Watson 
wasn’t at his best, the defense 
helped the Texans pull out an¬ 
other win. 

Johnathan Joseph’s 28-yard 
interception return for a touch¬ 
down with 1:23 remaining lifted 
the Texans to their third straight 
victory. 

The Texans trailed by three 
when Phillip Gaines was called 
pass interference on Will Fuller 
in the end zone with 2 minutes re¬ 
maining. A 27-yard field goal by 
Ka’imi Fairbairn tied it with 1:34 
remaining. 

Two plays later Joseph stepped 
in front of a pass from backup 
Nathan Peterman intended for 
Kelvin Benjamin and dashed un¬ 
touched into the end zone to put 
the Texans on top and help them 
avoid their third straight over¬ 
time game. 


Texans 20, Bills 13 

Buffalo 0 0 6 7-13 

Houston 7 3 0 10-20 

First Quarter 

Hou—Hopkins 13 pass from Watson 
(Fairbairn kick), 4:43. 

Second Quarter 

Hou—FG Fairbairn 33, 8:33. 

Third Quarter 

Buf-FG Hauschka 23,10:12. 

Buf-FG Hauschka 52, 2:12. 

Fourth Quarter 

Buf—Z.Jones 16 pass from Peterman 
(Hauschka kick), 13:00. 

Hou—FG Fairbairn 27, 1:34. 

Hou—Joseph 28 interception return 
(Fairbairn kick), 1:23. 

A—71,638. 


12 


16-29-2 

2-16 

6-40.5 


2-41 

15-26-2 

7-35 

5-40.6 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 12-104 6-50 

Time of Possession 33:00 27:00 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Buffalo, McCoy 16-73, Allen 
4-20, Ivory 6-5, Peterman 1-2. Houston, 
L.Miller 15-46, Blue 7-26, Watson 2-2. 

PASSING—Buffalo, Allen 10-17-0-84, 
Peterman 6-12-2-61. Houston, Watson 15- 
25-2-177, Hopkins 0-1-0-0. 

RECEIVING—Buffalo, Clay 4-20, Z.Jones 
3-35, McCoy 3-21, Benjamin 2-43, Holmes 

1- 20, Ivory 1-4, McCloud 1-2, L.Thomas 1-0. 
Houston, Hopkins 5-63, Coutee 3-33, Fuller 

2- 33, L.Miller 2-25, Blue 2-17, Akins 1-6. 


LANDOVER, Md. — Following 
his prime-time benching and crit¬ 
icism from a former teammate, 
Josh Norman wanted to shut off 
his phone because the noise was 
getting so loud. 

Then, he silenced it all. 

Norman bounced back from 
one of the worst games of his ca¬ 
reer by intercepting Cam Newton 
and forcing a fumble in the Red¬ 
skins’ victory over the Panthers. 

“I played within the defense 
and played within myself,” said 
Norman, who put an embarrass¬ 
ing showing at New Orleans be¬ 
hind him. 

Defensive teammates mobbed 
Norman after each of his forced 
turnovers, and Norman led the 
way for a group that made a cru¬ 
cial stop at its 16-yard line to hold 
on for the victory. 


Redskins 23, Panthers 17 

Carolina 0 6 3 8-17 

Washington 14 3 0 6-23 

First Quarter 

Was—V.Davis 22 pass from Al.Smith 
(Hopkins kick), 10:20. 

Was—Richardson 2 pass from Al.Smith 
(Hopkins kick), 3:02. 

Second Quarter 
Was-FG Hopkins 49, 5:30. 

Car—Funchess 23 pass from Newton 
(kick failed), 3:05. 

Third Quarter 
Car-FG Gano 32, 5:0r 


th Quarter 

is 56, 12:40. 


Was—FG Hopkins 5(_ 

Car—T.Smith 3 pass from Newton 
(T.Smith pass from Newton), 8:32. 
Was-FG Hopkins 29, 3:15. 

A—60,482. 

Car Was 

First downs 22 18 

Total Net Yards 350 288 

Rushes-yards 18-81 28-132 

Passing 269 156 

Punt Returns 1-0 1-10 

Kickoff Returns 2-37 2-24 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 1-7 

Comp-Att-Int 27-40-1 21-36-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-6 3-7 

Punts 3-44.3 4-41.0 

Fumbles-Lost 3-2 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 8-55 5-43 

Time Of Possession 24:36 35:24 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Carolina, Newton 9-43, Mc¬ 
Caffrey 8-20, Moore 1-18. Washington, 
Peterson 17-97, Al.Smith 6-13, Bibbs 2-11, 
Harris 1-6, Perine 1-3, Richardson 1-2. 

PASSING-Carolina, Newton 27-40-1- 
275. Washington, Al.Smith 21-36-0-163. 

RECEIVING—Carolina, McCaffrey 7-46, 
Funchess 5-74, T.Smith 5-43, Moore 4- 
59, Olsen 4-48, Wright 1-3, Manhertz 1-2. 
Washington, Reed 5-36, V.Davis 3-48, Rich¬ 
ardson 3-31, Doctson 3-20, Harris 3-13, 
Quick 2-12, Bibbs 1-6, Perine l-(minus 3). 


MINNEAPOLIS — The Min¬ 
nesota Vikings played a back- 
to-the-basics game, leaning on 
Latavius Murray’s powerful legs 
and a smothering defense that 
was in prime form. 

The Arizona Cardinals just 
couldn’t keep up on either front. 

Murray helped the Vikings 
revive their running attack with 
a career-high 155 yards and a 
touchdown on 24 carries. 

“I don’t want to sit here and say 
that we cracked the code, because 
they have been vulnerable to the 
run game, so we have to be honest 
about that on all levels,” Murray 
said. “But I will say I feel we’re ca¬ 
pable of running the ball that way, 
no matter who we’re playing.” 

Murray had 66 yards by half¬ 
time to top the team average over 
the first five games. 


Vikings 27, Cardinals 17 

Arizona 3 7 0 7-17 

Minnesota 10 3 14 0-27 

First Quarter 

Ari — FG Dawson 26, 8:18. 

Min—Murray 21 run (Bailey kick), 

5:33. 

Min-FG Bailey 37, 2:03. 

Second Quarter 

Ari —Baker 36 fumble return (Dawson 
kick), 4:13. 

Min-FG Bailey 48, :07. 

Third Quarter 

Min—Thielen 13 pass from Cousins 
(Bailey kick), 10:06. 

Min—Cousins 7 run (Bailey kick), 6:37. 

Fourth Quarter 

Ari—D.Johnson 1 run (Dawson kick), 
6:57. 


A—66,801. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


21-31-1 

4-32 

6-48.0 


24-34-1 

4-17 

5-45.0 


5-30 9-52 

__ 25:45 34:15 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

—Arizona, D.Johnson 18-55, 
Edmonds 1-4, Coleman 1-2. Minnesota, 
Murray 24-155, Boone 1-20, Cousins 4-14, 
Diggs 1-9, Ham 1-1, Thomas l-(minus 4). 

PASSING-Arizona, Rosen 21-31-1-240. 
Minnesota, Cousins 24-34-1-233. 

RECEIVING—Arizona, Kirk 6-77, Seals- 
Jones 5-69, Fitzgerald 5-39, D.Johnson 2- 
15, Gresham 1-26, Nelson 1-9, C.Williams 
1-5. Minnesota, Thielen 11-123, Treadwell 
4-38, Rudolph 4-37, Diggs 3-33, Murray 1- 
3, Cousins l-(minus 1). 


LONDON — Lethargic losses 
to start the season were enough 
to believe the Seattle Seahawks 
might not compete in the NFC 
West, especially after they failed 
to reach the playoffs last season. 

But after dismantling the Oak¬ 
land Raiders at Wembley Stadi¬ 
um, quarterback Russell Wilson 
believes the Seahawks are back 
on track. 

“We’re fired up about what we 
can do and where we’re going,” 
Wilson said after throwing three 
touchdown passes. “It is one 
game. One game doesn’t matter. 
You look at the journey. You look 
ahead. On a tough, tough chal¬ 
lenge, coming all the way to Lon¬ 
don, I thought our coaches and 
our organization prepared us in 
the best way possible to be ready 
to roll.” 


Sea 

19 


Oak 

15 


Seahawks 27, Raiders 3 

Seattle 7 10 3 7-27 

Oakland 0 0 0 3-3 

First Quarter 

Sea—J.Brown 5 pass from Wilson (Jan- 
ikowski kick), 7:24. 

Second Quarter 

Sea—Moore 19 pass from Wilson (Jan- 
ikowski kick), 14:10. 

Sea—FG Janikowski 44, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Sea—FG Janikowski 26, 11:42. 

Fourth Quarter 

Sea—Lockett 10 pass from Wilson 
(Janikowski kick), 14:55. 

Oak-FG McCrane 43, 8:25. 

A—84,922. 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 8-64 5-38 

Time of Possession 31:26 28:34 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Seattle, Carson 14-59, Pen¬ 
ny 9-43, Davis 6-21, Wilson 6-20, Lockett 
1-7, Moore 1-5. Oakland, Lynch 13-45, 
Carr 4-31, Richard 2-3. 

PASSING—Seattle, Wilson 17-23-1-222. 
Oakland, Carr 23-31-0-142. 

RECEIVING—Seattle, Baldwin 6-91, Lock¬ 
ett 3-13, Moore 2-47, Penny 2-27, Swoopes 
1-23, Marshall 1-11, Davis 1-5, J.Brown 1-5. 
Oakland, Richard 7-48, Roberts 5-31, Lynch 

3-14, Bryant 2-18, Cook 2-10, J.Nelson 2-6, 
D.Martin 1-8, D.Harris 1-7. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Oakland, Mc¬ 
Crane 48. 

—Associated Press 


23-31-0 

6-36 

3-30.7 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 

Redskins running back Adrian Peterson is stopped by Panthers Mike Adams, left, and Luke Kuechly, right, during the second half on Sunday. 
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Steelers slip past 
Bengals yet again 


By Joe Kay 


Steelers 28, Bengals 21 


Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — Joe Mixon 
scored on a 4-yard run and dashed 
toward the stands in celebration 
of Cincinnati’s go-ahead touch¬ 
down. On the Steelers sideline, 
Ben Roethlisberger looked at the 
clock, saw there was 1:18 left, and 
told his linemen not to fret. 

“They gave us too much time,” 
Big Ben said confidently. 

Somehow, the Steelers never 
run out of time at Paul Brown 
Stadium. 

Antonio Brown turned a short 
catch into a 31-yard touchdown 
with 10 seconds left Sunday, 
sending the Steelers to a 28-21 
victory over the Bengals. They’ve 
now won seven straight against 
Cincinnati, a streak that includes 
highly improbable — and totally 
predictable — wins. 

The Steelers (3-2-1) sure saw it 
coming. 

“On the sideline before I went 
out, I told the guys, ‘This is what 
legacies are made of for all of us. 
Let’s go take care of business,”’ 
Roethlisberger said. 

On the decisive play, Roeth¬ 
lisberger saw the Bengals (4-2) 
were set for an all-out blitz with 
no safeties guarding the end zone. 
He knew it would be a touchdown 
if he got the ball quickly to Brown, 
who caught it in stride, cut behind 
Justin Hunter’s block and ran un¬ 
touched to the end zone. 


Pittsburgh 0 14 3 11-28 

Cincinnati 7 7 0 7—21 

First Quarter 

Cin—Boyd 2 pass from Dalton (Bullock 
kick), 4:36. 

Second Quarter 

Pit—Conner 1 run (Boswell kick), 14:33. 

Pit—Conner 1 run (Boswell kick), 1:07. 

Cin—Boyd 14 pass from Dalton (Bull¬ 
ock kick), :19. 

Third Quarter 

Pit-FG Boswell 21, 6:53. 

Fourth Quarter 

Pit-FG Boswell 24,3:32. 

Cin—Mixon 4 run (Bullock kick), 1:18. 

Pit—A.Brown 31 pass from Roethlis¬ 
berger (Smith-Schuster pass from Ro¬ 
ethlisberger), :10. 


Pit 


Cin 


26-42-0 

3-16 

6-45.0 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 9-69 6-30 

Time of Possession 34:56 25:04 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-Pittsburgh, Conner 19-111, 
Ridley 1-2, Roethlisberger l-(minus 1). 
Cincinnati, Mixon 11-64, M.Walton 2-(mi- 
nus 2). 

PASSING—Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger 
32-46-0-369. Cincinnati, Dalton 26-42-0- 
229. 

RECEIVING—Pittsburgh, Smith-Schus¬ 
ter 7-111, McDonald 7-68, A.Brown 5-105, 
James 5-26, Conner 4-18, Grimble 2-35, 
Switzer 1-7, Roethlisberger l-(minus 
1). Cincinnati, Green 7-85, Boyd 7-62, 
Uzomah 6-54, Mixon 4-20, Erickson 2-8. 


“We’ve been in that situation a 
lot, and I knew we were going to 
do it,” said Brown, who had five 
catches for 105 yards. 

During their seven-game win¬ 
ning streak, the Steelers have 
pulled them out at Paul Brown 
Stadium with 14 seconds, no sec- 



Albert Cesare, The Cincinnati Enquirer/AP 


Steelers wide receiver Antonio Brown runs for a touchdown against the Bengals with 10 seconds left in 
the game Sunday in Cincinnati. The Steelers won 28-21. 


onds, and 10 seconds to go. 

They rallied to win a first-round 
playoff game in 2015 — aided by 
Vontaze Burfict hitting Brown in 
the head for a costly penalty — on 
Chris Boswell’s field goal with 
14 seconds left. Last December, 
they overcame a 17-point deficit 
and won on Boswell’s field goal as 
time ran out. 

Now, this stunner. 

“We’re better than them,” Ben¬ 
gals cornerback Dre Kirkpatrick 
insisted. “They’re not better than 
us.” 

The statistics say otherwise. 
The Steelers have won 10 of 11 and 


15 of 18 in the lopsided series. 

Some takeaways from Paul 
Brown Stadium: 

It's a race: The Bengals got 
an early cushion in the division 
by knocking off the Ravens and 
opening 4-1, their best start since 
they won the division in 2015. The 
Steelers got off to a ragged start 
at 1-2-1, but wins over the Falcons 
and Bengals have evened up the 
division. The Bengals finish the 
season at Heinz Field. 

Shocking numbers: The Steel¬ 
ers are 16-2 at Paul Brown Sta¬ 
dium during Marvin Lewis’ 16 
seasons as the Bengals’ head 


coach, including playoff victories 
in 2005 and 2015. Steelers coach 
Mike Tomlin is 20-5 against the 
Bengals. Andy Dalton is 3-12, 
missing that 2015 playoff melt¬ 
down with a broken thumb. 

Conner’s history: James Con¬ 
ner ran for 111 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns, his second straight 
100-yard game. Conner joined 
Hall of Famers Franco Harris 
(1976) and Jerome Bettis (2004) as 
the only Steelers to run for seven 
touchdowns in the first six games 
of a season. Le’Veon Bell report¬ 
edly will end his holdout this week 
during Pittsburgh’s bye. 


Rams’ Gurley runs over reeling Broncos 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

DENVER — Not the wintry 
weather nor the Denver Broncos’ 
spongy defense could slow down 
Todd Gurley. 

The Rams running back rum¬ 
bled for a career-high 208 yards 
and two touchdowns on 28 car¬ 
ries and Los Angeles celebrated 
defensive coordinator Wade Phil¬ 
lips’ homecoming Sunday with a 
23-20 win over the reeling Den¬ 
ver Broncos. 

“I wouldn’t be able to do it 
without those guys up front,” said 
Gurley, whose previous high was 
159 yards at Green Bay in 2015. 
“It was kind of easy for me, hon¬ 
estly, because those guys did such 
a great job.” 

And Denver’s defense suc¬ 
cumbed again. 

A week after allowing 323 
yards rushing in a loss to the Jets, 
including 219 by Isaiah Crowell, 
the Broncos were gashed for 270 
yards on the ground. 

“We knew we were going to be 
a little bit leaky in the run today 
because the pass was our focus,” 
Von Miller said. “But 270 yards is 
just, you know, ridiculous.” 

“We didn’t tackle well. We 
didn’t fit well,” Broncos coach 
Vance Joseph said. “That’s two 



Joe Mahoney/AP 


Rams running back Todd Gurley 
ran for a career-high 208 yards 
in a 23-20 win Sunday over the 
Broncos in Denver. 

weeks in a row — unacceptable.” 

The Rams, who had surren¬ 
dered 31 points in back-to-back 
games, improved to 6-0 in send¬ 
ing the Broncos (2-4) to their 
fourth straight loss. 

The Broncos pulled to 23-20 
on Case Keenum’s 1-yard dart 
to Demaryius Thomas with 1:22 
remaining, but Rams receiver 
Robert Woods knocked Bran¬ 
don McManus’ onside kick out of 
bounds, and the Rams ran out the 
clock with Keenum’s one-time 


understudy Jared Goff (14-for-28 
for 201 yards on his 24th birth¬ 
day) twice taking a knee. 

Phillips was the Broncos’ be¬ 
loved bandmaster when they 
were celebrating their Super 
Bowl 50 triumph, but his contract 
wasn’t renewed after the 2016 
season and he joined Sean McVay 
in sunny Southern California. 

After an overnight snowstorm, 
the game-time temperature of 25 
degrees marked the second-cold¬ 
est in Denver prior to November 
in franchise history. 

The cold did nothing to slow 
down Gurley, who scored his 
10 th and 11th touchdowns of the 
season. 

One was on a 10-yard run on 
fourth down that gave the Rams 
a 13-3 halftime lead, the other, a 
1-yard run that made it 20-3. 

Costly foul: Gurley’s first score 
came after a boneheaded move 
by Broncos receiver Emmanuel 
Sanders, who thought he had a 
44-yard TD catch and jabbed a 
finger in cornerback Troy Hill’s 
face, drawing a taunting foul. 

Upon review, Sanders was ruled 
down at the 1, and the unsports¬ 
manlike 15-yard penalty pushed 
the Broncos back to the 16. 

Instead of an extra point to 
give Denver a 7-6 lead, McManus 


ended up kicking a 28-yard field 
goal. 

Sanders, who had a 22-yard TD 
catch in the second half, blamed 
himself for the loss. 

“Me, honestly, I feel like the 
league is getting soft,” Sanders 
said. “I’m having fun. I didn’t do 
anything crazy to the guy besides 
say, ‘Hey, I got you on that play.’ 
I pointed my finger at him. And 
they threw the flag.” 

He said he’s done that his whole 
career. 

“It was a great throw by Case. 
I came down with it. Emotions 
are high. It’s not like I walked up 
to him and head-butted him or 
something,” Sanders said. “But 
it cost my team. We lost by three 
points. I feel like we could have 
easily punched that ball in and 
gotten four (more). I guess this 
loss is on me.” 

Still the same: Joseph prom¬ 
ised changes this week but those 
alterations were either cosmetic 
or schematic — and, ultimately, 
fruitless. 

Max Garcia replaced right 
guard Connor McGovern, but 
McGovern rotated back in and 
Garcia moved over when left 
guard Ronald Leary (ankle) got 
hurt in the third quarter. 

If the Broncos had better op- 


Rams 23, Broncos 20 

L.A. Rams 6 7 7 3-23 

Denver 3 0 7 10-20 

First Quarter 

La-FG Santos 26, 11:23. 

La-FG Santos 39, 4:21. 

Den—FG McManus 28, :03. 

Second Quarter 

La-Gurley 10 run (Santos kick), 10:57. 

Third Quarter 

La—Gurley 1 run (Santos kick), 6:09. 
Den—Sanders 22 pass from Keenum 
(McManus kick), 1:34. 

Fourth Quarter 
Den —FG McManus 24, 8:54. 

La-FG Santos 21, 3:15. 

Den — De.Thomas 1 pass from Keenum 
(McManus kick), 1:22. 

A—76,109. 


Den 

23 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 

Rushes-yards 39-270 17-60 

Passing 174 297 

Punt Returns 2-29 0-0 

Kickoff Returns 1-31 2-48 

Interceptions Ret. 1-0 1-3 

Comp-Att-Int 14-28-1 25-41-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 5-27 2-25 

Punts 3-40.0 4-42.3 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 10-81 6-61 

Time of Possession 35:10 24:50 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Los Angeles, Gurley 28- 
208, M.Brown 5-24, Goff 4-14, Kupp 1-12, 
Woods 1-12. Denver, Freeman 9-22, Lind¬ 
say 4-18, Booker 2-15, Keenum 1-6, C.Kelly 

1- (minus 1). 

PASSING-Los Angeles, Goff 14-28-1- 
201. Denver, Keenum 25-41-1-322. 

RECEIVING—Los Angeles, Woods 7 
109, Cooks 2-53, Everett 2-24, Gurley 2- 
17, Reynolds l-(minus 2). Denver, Sand¬ 
ers 7-115, Lindsay 6-48, Sutton 3-58, 
De.Thomas 3-57, Heuerman 3-23, Booker 

2- 14, LaCosse 1-7. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Los Angeles, 

Santos 47. 


tions, scuffling cornerback Brad¬ 
ley Roby — who again gave up 
big plays — and left tackle Garett 
Bolles — who was flagged for 
his NFL-high sixth holding call 
Sunday — also might have been 
benched. 
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Cowboys turn focus to road after routing Jags 


.500 Dallas remains 
undefeated at home 

By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Texas — Eze¬ 
kiel Elliott had a quiet 100-yard 
game by his standards in the Dal¬ 
las Cowboys’ rout of the Jackson¬ 
ville Jaguars. 

The star running back spoke 
the loudest after the 40-7 win on 
the home-road discrepancy for a 
.500 team that’s perfect at AT&T 
Stadium and winless with three 
mostly anemic offensive show¬ 
ings on the road. 

Up next before Dallas’ open 
week: a trip to NFC East-leading 
Washington (3-2), a half-game 
ahead of the Cowboys and de¬ 
fending Super Bowl champion 
Philadelphia, tied at 3-3. 

“Obviously it’s something we 
can do, but we need to do it,” El¬ 
liott, emphasizing “need,” said 
Sunday after rushing for 10 6 yards 
and a touchdown. “If we keep not 
winning on the road, we’re not 
going to make the playoffs.” 

Dallas has three touchdowns 
on the road — one in each game. 
The Cowboys are averaging 
nearly 100 yards per game more 
at home than on the road, and the 
numbers are particularly stark in 
the first half. 

At home, the Cowboys have a 
210-125 edge in yardage before 
halftime compared to a 221-103 
deficit at the break on the road. 
It’s not exactly the formula for 



Ron Jenkins/AP 


Dallas wide receiver Cole Beasley dives into the end zone for a touchdown during the first half of 
Sunday’s game in Arlington, Texas. The Cowboys beat the Jacksonville Jaguars 40-7. 


Cowboys 40, Jaguars 7 

Jacksonville 0 0 7 0-7 

Dallas 10 14 6 10-40 

First Quarter 

Dal —FG Maher 50, 8:36. 

Dal —Prescott 17 run (Maher kick), 
3:47. 

Second Quarter 

Dal—Beasley 17 pass from Prescott 
(Maher kick), 9:28. 

Dal—Beasley 9 pass from Prescott 
(Maher kick), :41. 

Third Quarter 

Jac—Westbrook 34 pass from Bortles 
(Lambo kick), 7:31. 

Dal —FG Maher 46, 3:06. 

Dal —FG Maher 32, 1:17. 

Fourth Quarter 

Dal-Elliott 15 run (Maher kick), 14:54. 
Dal —FG Maher 55, 7:07. 

A—90,767. 


Jac 

10 


Dal 

23 


15-26-1 

3- 10 
6-41.3 

1-1 

4- 30 
21:10 


17-27-0 

3-11 

3-41.0 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Jacksonville, Yeldon 8-41, 
Bortles 4-22, Charles 5-5, Paul l-(minus 
3). Dallas, Elliott 24-106, Prescott 11-82, 
Austin 2-14, R.Smith 5-4. 

PASSING—Jacksonville, Bortles 15-26- 
1-149. Dallas, Prescott 17-27-0-183. 

RECEIVING—Jacksonville, Cole 4-41, 
Westbrook 3-38, O’Shaughnessy 3-29, 
Yeldon 3-29, Grinnage 1-7, Charles 1-5. 
Dallas, Beasley 9-101, Swaim 2-21, Gallup 
1-27, Gathers 1-14, Elliott 1-11, Austin 1-5, 
Olawale 1-3, De.Thompson 1-1. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


taking a crowd out of the game. 

“We’ve been a good road team 
in the past,” coach Jason Garrett 
said. “We have a young team. We 
have to understand how to handle 
the conditions on the road.” 

After some pregame pump¬ 
ing up for Dallas from UFC star 
Conor McGregor, Cole Beas¬ 
ley had his first two touchdown 
catches of the season against the 


Jaguars. 

Dak Prescott threw for 151 of 
his 183 yards before halftime and 
had 82 yards rushing, the second- 
best total for a quarterback in 
franchise history behind Roger 
Staubach’s 90 yards in 1971. 

Prescott had two other career 
numbers: his longest run, a 28- 
yarder after escaping a sack, and 
his longest scoring run — from 


17 yards after a fake to Elliott for 
Dallas’ first TD. 

The 2016 NFL Offensive Rook¬ 
ie of the Year didn’t have to throw 
in the second half, so the team’s 
30th-ranked passing game com¬ 
ing in couldn’t really be judged by 
another sub-200-yard game. 

“I was talking to Dak the other 
day and we talked about how 
this game could set us up for the 


rest of the season,” said receiver 
Allen Hums, who didn’t have a 
catch despite five targets. “We’ve 
still got to focus on trying to win 
on the road.” 

Things to consider after the 
Jaguars (3-3) had season lows 
in total offense (204 yards) and 
yards rushing (65) while run¬ 
ning just 47 plays to 72 for the 
Cowboys: 


Patriots 43, Chiefs 40 

Kansas City 6 3 17 14-40 

New England 10 14 3 16-43 

First Quarter 

KC-FG Butker 42, 9:05. 

NE-FG Gostkowski 48, 5:18. 

NE—Michel 4 run (Gostkowski kick), 
4:57. 

KC-FG Butker 43, 3:25. 

Second Quarter 

NE—Edelman 17 pass from Brady 
(Gostkowski kick), 12:52. 

KC-FG Butker 24, 6:21. 

NE—Michel 1 run (Gostkowski kick), 
1:57. 

Third Quarter 

KC—Hunt 67 pass from Mahomes 
(Butker kick), 13:27. 

NE-FG Gostkowski 24, 7:17. 

KC-FG Butker 30, 3:36. 

KC—Hill 14 pass from Mahomes (But¬ 
ker kick), :56. 

Fourth Quarter 

NE-FG Gostkowski 39, 10:22. 

KC—Hill 1 pass from Mahomes (Butker 
kick), 8:38. 

NE—Brady 4 run (Gostkowski kick), 
5:25. 

NE-FG Gostkowski 50, 3:15. 

KC—Hill 75 pass from Mahomes (But¬ 
ker kick), 3:03. 

NE-FG Gostkowski 28, :00. 

A—65,878. 


KC 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 446 500 

Rushes-yards 17-94 38-173 

Passing 352 327 

Punt Returns 0-0 0-0 

Kickoff Returns 5-190 1-30 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 2-27 

Comp-Att-Int 23-36-2 24-35-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 2-13 

Punts 1-51.0 0-0.0 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-1 

Penalties-Yards 5-58 0-0 

Time of Possession 23:51 36:09 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Kansas City, Hunt 10-80, 
Mahomes 2-9, Ware 2-5, Dam.Williams 1- 
1, Hill 1-0, Watkins l-(minus 1). New Eng¬ 
land, Michel 24-106, White 6-39, Barner 
3-16, Edelman 1-7, Patterson 1-3, Brady 


2). New EnglaL._____ 

Hogan 4-78, Edelman 4-54, Gronkowski 3- 
97, Develin 2-3, Patterson 1-13. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


Prevail: Both teams put up big numbers in possible AFC title game preview 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Patriots receiver Josh Gordon said. 

Just the sort of thing the NFL wants 
nowadays. 

Supremacy of offense. 

All attention on the passers and their 
targets. 

Plenty of points and ever-increasing fan¬ 
tasy numbers. 

Brady was 24-for-35 for 340 yards, one TD 
pass, one TD run, and a 39-yard completion to 
tight end Rob Gronkowski, whose 500th catch 
in the league set up Stephen Gostkowski’s go- 
ahead field goal on the final play. That came 
after Mahomes — 23-for-36 for 352 yards, 
four touchdown passes, a pair of picks—found 
Tyreek Hill for a tying 75-yard score. 

The Chiefs (5-1) came back after trailing 
24-9 at halftime. 

The Patriots (4-2 and winners of three in a 
row) kept responding to every score Mahomes 
generated down the stretch. 

The teams combined for 30 points in the 
fourth quarter alone. 

It was back-and-forth. It was electrifying. It 
was memorable. 

It was the 200th career regular-season vic¬ 
tory for the 41-year-old Brady, a record for a 
starting quarterback. 

It was the first career loss as an NFL starter 
for the 23-year-old Mahomes, who suddenly 
has become a bona fide star. 

“He’s young,” said Hightower, who had an 
early interception, “but he definitely doesn’t 
show it.” 

Young quarterbacks have always had a 
tough time winning in Gillette Stadium dur¬ 
ing the Belichick and Brady era. 

Mahomes was no different — quarterbacks 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


New England Patriots quarterback Tom 
Brady, left, congratulates running back Sony 
Michel on his touchdown against the Kansas 
City Chiefs during the first half of Sunday’s 
game in Foxborough, Mass. 

under 25 years old are now 0-24 all-time 
in Foxborough during the regular-season 
against the Patriots. 

It is the first blemish of the season for the 
Chiefs (5-1) and for Mahomes, who started 
the game slowly before rallying his team from 
a 15-point, first-half deficit to take a late lead. 

He threw a pair of early interceptions, but 
regained confidence down the stretch leading 


touchdown drives with the same improbable 
plays he’s been pulling off all season. He kept 
quieting a nervous New England crowd. 

The Chiefs tied the game at 40 via Ma¬ 
homes’ 75-yard TD pass to Hill. But they left 
too much time on the clock for Brady, who 
marched his team down the field to set up the 
eventual winning kick. 

“They had a good game plan,” Mahomes 
said. “They threw a lot of pressure at us, a 
lot of different, and I just tried to stay within 
myself.” 

The Patriots had their best offensive night 
of the 2018 season, amassing 500 total yards 
while getting another clutch performance 
from Brady, their surefire Hall of Fame 
quarterback. 

Brady passed for 340 yards and touchdown 
while running for another score. 

New England’s third straight win was 
Brady’s 200th victory as a starting quarter, 
tops all-time. He also passed former team¬ 
mate Adam Vinatieri for most career wins 
in the regular season and playoffs combined 
with 227. 

The Patriots have now won three straight 
games since starting the season 1-2. And, at 
least offensively, they seem to be finding a 
groove following a slow start that included 
lopsided losses to Jacksonville and Detroit. 

New England now has scored 30 or more 
points in three consecutive games, and seem 
to have found a jewel in rookie running back 
Sony Michel. 

Michel rushed for 106 yards and two touch¬ 
downs in Sunday’s win, his second 100-yard 
game this season. He also had 98 yards in New 
England’s win over Indianapolis, and scored a 
rushing touchdown in three straight games. 
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Conference previews 

Warriors, Celtics early favorites 
to reach Finals » nba, Pages 26-27 




Kansas City 
Chiefs quarterback 
Pat Mahomes 

AP photoj 


NFL: WEEK 6 


Brady, Pats prevail 
in showdown with 
high-octane Chiefs 


Associated Press 

nyone who missed the Game of the 
Season — Tom Brady and the New 
England Patriots 43, Pat Mahomes 
and the Kansas City Chiefs 40 — can 
take solace in knowing there very well could 
be a rematch a little more than three months 
away. 

And no one, except for players on other 
i AFC teams, would be disappointed if Jan. 
1 20 brings the world Patriots vs. Chiefs II, 

with a conference title and Super Bowl 
L berth at stake. 

L “I’m sure,” Patriots linebacker Dont’a 
WL Hightower said about Mahomes, “we’ll 
probably see him down the road.” 

HL Brady’s take on the KC QB who gave 
w coach Bill Belichick’s defense all it 
could handle? 

Jf v “Big play after big 

That’s an apt 
i description of the 

» l| RT'w whole contest Sun- 

/V / day night. 

Jy “It was a specta- 

Rk cle, that’s for sure,” 

see prevail on 

PAGE 31 
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■ Steelers rally late to top Bengals, Page 30 

■ Gurley, Rams remain undefeated, Page 30 

■ Cowboys still perfect in Dallas, Page 31 


New England Patriots 
quarterback Tom Brady 
earned his record-setting 
200th career regular- 
season win on Sunday. 

AP photo 


Price, Red Sox even series with Astros » ALCS, Page 25 












